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Lesson Calendar 


1. October 5.—Joshua Encouraged. ......... Josh, 1: 1-12 
2. October 12.—Crossing the Jordan... ..... Josh. 3:9 t04:7 
3. October 19.—The Fall of Jericho. ......... osh, 6 : 8-20 
4. October 26.—Joshua and Caleb... .. . . . « Josh, 14: 5-15 
5. November 2.—Cities of Refuge. .......... Josh. 20: 1-9 
é. November 9.—Joshua’s Parting Advice... . . Josh. 24 : 14-25 

. November 16.—The Time of the Judges... . . Judg: 2: 7-19 

. Nevember 23.—World’s Temperance Lesson . . . . Isa. 28: 1-13 
9. Nov. 30.—Gideon and the Three Hundred. . . Judg. 7 : 1-8, 16-21 
10. December 7.—Ruth and Naomi.......... Ruth 1 : 16-22 


11. December 14.—The Boy oes Fe dee . 3: 1-%4 
Samuel the Judge... . 1 Sam. 7: 2-13 
12. December au—{or Christmas Lesson . . Luke 2 : 8-20 
13. December 28.—Review. 
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If the Christ-Child Came 


By Margaret E. Sangster 


F THE Christ-child came to the avenue home, 
Where the tree is laden with gifts to-night, 
Where the tapers shine, and the wreathen pine 
Is scenting the air in the yule log’s light, 
He would say, I am sure, to the children there, 
* Go, gather my little lost ones in ; 
For I came to save from death and the grave 
The poor lost souls in a world of sin.” 


If the Christ-child came to the tenement room, 
Where the stove is cold and the hearth is bare, 
He would lighten the dark with his own dear face, 
And mother and children would see him there. 
But yet he would say, in that crowded home, 
“ Go, gather my lost ones here to me ; 
For I've peace for strife, I have love and life, 
And I bring it for you abundantly.” 


Oh, child of the rich man, child of the poor, 
The Child of Heaven is coming soon! 

The night grows sweet with the sound of his feet, 
On the threshold I hear his sandal-shoon. 

And earth is brief, and heaven is long, 
And he bids us all to hasten in ; 

For he comes to save from death and fhe grave, 
And to heal the hurt of the hateful sin. 


GLEN Rincg, N. J. 


The Place of the Children 


Children are not only entitled to a place, but they 
are entitled to the first place. In the family, in the 
community, and in the church, this should ever be 
borne in mind. Parents, citizens, pastors, should con- 
sider this in measuring their duty and their success. 
Not what is done for pew-holders, but what is done 
for children, tells whether or not a church and its pas- 
tor are performing their mission. - He who rebuked 
his grown-up disciples for being unwilling to let chil- 
dren have a place in advance of them in-his presence, 
is the same to-day as he was then. Those who would 
have Christ's commendation must give children the 
first place in their plans and efforts in his kingdom. 


Pat 
Why We Should Have Wings 


In the symbolic figure of the cherubim, the living 
figures which guarded the entrance to the temples and 
palaces of the ancient East, there were four. distinct 
personalities with their peculiar characteristics, and 
each of these had its lesson. The figures of the cheru- 
bim were above the Ark of the Covenant, and they 
are frequently spoken of in the Bible pages. The 
body of an ox symbolized service, the neck and mane 
of a lion symbolized strength, the head and face of a 
man symbolized intelligence, and the wings of an 














eagle symbolized aspiration and the power of flight 
All four of those personalities should be, and are, 
represented in atrue man. Yet how many individuals 
are content with three of these, leaving out the fourth, 
which crowns and renders most valuable the others. 
If a man is efficient and willing for service as the ox, 
as strong for-whatever he has to do as the lion, as in- 
telligent in his sphere as the man, he may, and some- 
times does, think that he is pretty well supplied. Yet 
all these characteristics and powers are on the lower 
level, and do not lift a man above the ground. If he 
has not the wings of the eagle, in the power of aspira- 
tion and flight, he lacks the true man’s supreme 
characteristic. Only this possession enables a man to 
rise to a level of immortal spirits, and to be a sharer 
of Him who created him, and who is a Spirit. Only 
those who have the wings of trustful faith can attain 
to their privileges as true men and women on earth. 
‘*They that wait for Jehovah shall renew their 
strength ; they shall mount up with wings as eagles ; 
they shall run, and not be weary ; they shall walk, 
and not faint.’’ 
XK 


Who Knows Us Best? 


Nobody -is fully understood by anybody. The 
best friends are not so well known to each other that 
the veil of personality does not come between. A 
husband and wife live together half a century, yet, at 
the death of one, the other may discover that, after all, 
there were depths of character, thoffght, and feeling, 
never sounded in all those fifty years. We can never 
hope to understand our dearest comrade perfectly 
until we ‘‘ know fully.’’ That knowledge God has 
reserved for himself, in order that he may be a more 
perfect friend to man than any other. 


Ready to Die, or 


GREAT deal is said about the importance of 
getting ready to die. Yet readiness to live 
is always more important than readiness to 

die. Being ready to live is ever the first duty of 
aH ; being-ready to die is but a minor matter and an 
incidental one. Indeed, if one is truly ready to live, 
he is ready to die; but many a man who says and 
thinks that he is fully ready to die is obviously quite 
unready and unfitted to live. A misunderstanding 
and a misconception on this point is one of the sad- 
dest and most injurious practical mistakes in this 
world, and it needs to be warned and guarded against. 

It is often the case that a man who has repeatedly 
committed fiendish and horrible and repulsive crimes, 
and who has been condemned to death, says to a 
clergyman who has visited him a few times, and 
through him says to the public, that he now feels 
ready to die, and is fully prepared for another life. 
At such an announcement we instinctively say, ‘‘ That 
man is certainly not ready to live. If he can so 
quickly make ready to die, it is a pity that he never 
made-ready to live.’’ Yet this is but another illus- 
tration of the truth that being prepared for this life is 
a greater and more important matter than being pre- 
pared for a life beyond this. 

A soldier in active service is liable to fall in battle 
at any time, and he has to have that fact in mind in 
all his duty-doing; but his best energies must be 
given to his duty-doing while he lives. What folly it 
would be for a soldier to shirk his duty as a soldier on 
the plea that he needed time to prepare for death ! 
Living well and rightly using his life while he stands 
is the best preparation that a soldier can make for 
falling when he must fall. 

Those who lived in the siege life before Charles- 
ton and Petersburg, in the days of our Civil War, 





Holding On by Letting Go 

What is given up to God, or at God's call, is not 
given up. The giver retains it, and has more than 
before. On the contrary, what is withheld from God, 
when it should be given or yielded, is more than lost 
ta.him who clings to it. In such cases giving is re- 
taining, and holding is losing. This is true of all our 
experiences and treasures and possessions. It includes 
all that we have had or that we have longed for. 


** And who gives up his best to God 
Obtains a blessing, large and broad. 
Therefore bear thou, and query not ; 
Therefore dare thou, and fear thou not. 
And though thy heart break, still the Lord 
Shall be thy thousandfold reward.’’ 


Hx 


No Excuse for Yielding to Temptation 


A child of God may be sure that he is never 
tempted or tried beyond the God-given power to resist 
or endure. On that point the divine promise is posi- 
tive. You may have yielded to temptation, but you 
have had no excuse for so doing. ‘‘ There hath no 
temptation taken you but such as man can bear: but 
God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able ; but will with the temptation 
make also the way of escape, that ye may be able to 
endure it.'’’ When, therefore, you are inclined to 
think that the pressure on you is greater than you can 
stand, you ought to know you are mistaken. Your 
Father knows your strength better than you do, and 
he loves you more dearly than you can even know. 
He says that the strength to go forward victoriously is 
ever at hand for you. Therefore there is no excuse, 
in any instance, for yielding to temptation or trial. 
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Ready to Live ? 


can testify as to how one lived in life’s present duty 
while ever conscious of the imminence of death. 
Two officers were tent-mates in the siege of Peters- 
burg. Both knew that death was ever imminent 
while they were there. As one was stepping out to 
pass over the camp-ground to brigade headquarters, 
he would say quietly to the other, ‘‘ If I do not come 
in again, remember that that letter partly finished is 
to goto my wife. A package may come to me by 
express to-day. It is for the second lieutenant ot 
Company B."’ This was in view of possible death 
within the hour, but the items of duty to be attended 
to had reference only to this life. And thus always 
with the true soldier, The time came when a des- 
perate assault was to be made. The braver and 
godlier of these two officers was to lead the left wing. 
His friend realized that, he was not likely to return 
from that advance. Parting with him as the column 
moved forward, his friend said earnestly, as if to have 
a pleasant assurance to recall after his death : 

‘* You do trust your Saviour fully for the future, — 
do you not ?’’ 

The answer came back as that of the true Christian 
soldier : 

‘*IT have been so busy in my present duty as not 
to think about dying. But I do trust my Saviour 
wholly, heartily.’’ 

And those were his last words to the friend who 
survived him, and who still cherishes his memory as an 
inspiration and a high example. That was rightly 
giving more prominence to life’s duties than to death's 
possibilities. Yet that loved speaker was ever ready 
to live or to die, and he was readier to die because so 
fully prepared for life. 

It is harder, as well as more important, to live than 
to die. The real test and trial of a soldier's courage 


















































650 is 


and faith is, not in bearing up in the intensity of 
a single hard fight that may end in death, but in 
meeting the reality that this must be gone through 
with again and again. That is what taxes the over- 
strained powers of human nature. This must be 
recognized and must be prepared for by every soldier 
in earth's warfare. It is the same in quiet home life 
as it is on the battlefield of great armies. 

The writer once sat by the bedside of a Chris- 
tian girl who had lived a lovely life, and was now, in 
a sweet spirit, approaching death, although without 
being fully aware of the nearness of the end of the 
struggle. As he was holding her hand, which, all 
unconsciously to herself, the damp of death was 
already chilling, she said to him in quiet earnestness : 

‘«I'm not one bit afraid to die. 1 know that Jesus 
is my Saviour, and, if I should die now, he would 
take me right to himself. But I’m éxpecting to get 
well, and that’s what's troubling me. When I'm up 
again, will Jesus give me strength to live all the time 
as | ought to live ?’’ 

And that way of looking at the comparative perils 
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of death and of life was as true and courageous as that 
of the knightly soldier on the battlefield. It was, 
indeed, the view entertained by the Apostle Paul, 
who had a ‘‘ desire to depart [in death] and be with 
Christ, for it is very far better [and more joyous 
than to live on here]: yet [for me] to abide in the 
flesh is more needful for your sake’’ [and harder for 
me]. And this view—the greater peril of life than 
of death—it was that made Paul cry out jubilantly in 
his knowledge and his faith : 

‘‘I am persuaded that neither death [the lesser 
peril}, nor life [the greater danger], nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."’ 

Paul's confidence can ever be the confidence of 
every disciple of Jesus through the lesser perils of 
death and the greater perils of life. And in like rest- 
ful and jubilant faith we can all cry out jubilantly, 
‘«But thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory [in 
death and in 4fe} through our Lord Jesus Christ."’ 





What Are the Meanings of 
*“ Sheol,” “‘ Hades,” and “‘ Gehenna ”’ ? 


Plain English words used for the designation of 
spiritual conditions, states, and localities are at the’best 
conventionally suggestive. In the nature of things 
they cannot be explicitly definitive. So it is, and so 
itmust be, with Hebrew and Greek words. In con- 
sequence, many questions in this line arise as to the 
renderings in successive translations of the Bible. A 
careful scholar formerly of Boston, now writing from 
California, comes with questions that may have an 
interest to others also : 


The Hebrew word “ Sheol,’’ formerly rendered ‘the pit,"’ 
“the grave,"’ and ‘‘hell,’’ occurs sixty-four times in the Old 
Testament. ‘The American Revisers have in every instance 
rendered this word ‘‘ Sheol."’ 

The Greek word ‘ Hades,"’ in the New Testament, was 
formerly translated ‘‘hell'* in certain passages ; so was the 
term ‘‘Gehenna.'' The American Revisers have rendered the 
first term uniformly ‘‘ Hades.'' There are still eleven pas- 

es left in the Bible where may be found the expression 
* hell,” or ‘‘ the hell of fire."" In these passages the margin 
reads ‘‘ Greek, Gehenna;"’ or, ‘‘ Greek, Gehenna of fire."’ 

Since ‘‘Sheol"’ and ‘‘ Hades"’ have taken the place of the 
former expressions (except where Gehenna is found), it will be 
a favor if some one will give a definition of the terms ‘‘ Sheol" 
and ‘* Hades,"’ that a Sunday-school teacher may answer his 


scholars. Please state also how the Old Testament term is 
pronounced. Is it ‘‘Shay-ole,"’ ‘‘Shay-ol,’’ ‘‘ She-ole,'’ or 
**She-ol"’ ? 


In order to secure accuracy and authority in answer 
to this question, it has been referred to Professor Dr. 
Howard Osgood, a member of the Old Testament 
Company of American Revisers. He kindly gives 
this response : 


The Hebrew ‘‘Sheol"’ and the Greek ‘‘ Hades"’ are exact 
equivalents in the Bible. The Greek Old Testament repre- 
sents ‘‘Sheol’’ by ‘‘ Hades."’ The classical translations of the 
Greek New Testament into Hebrew by Salkinson and by De- 
litzsch represent ‘‘ Hades" by ‘‘Sheol.’’ Our Saviour tells us 
of two deaths. *' The second death'’ (Rev. 2:11) he says is 
to be cast into ‘‘the lake that burneth with fire and brim- 
stone" (Rev. 21:8). Elsewhere he calls this second death 
Gehenna, ‘‘hell"’ (Matt. 10: 28 ; Mark 9: 47, 48 ; Luke 12:5; 
comp. Rev. 20:6, 14). ‘The first death, common to all men, 
is the separation .of the soul [or spirit] from the body. ‘The 
second death is the award of the enemies of God (Rev. 21 : 8). 
Sheol, Hades, is the region, kingdom of death, where the paths 
of men, by the final judgment of the Son of man, divide, 
either to eternal life or to eternal punishment ( Matt. 25 : 31-46). 
Christ passed through Hades (Acts 2 : 27, 31), rose from it to 
the presence of his Father, and shall raise from it all his faith- 
ful followers to be with him. He also tells us that all the 
eee. beginning with Abel (Luke 11: 50, 51) and Abra- 

am, Isaac, and Jacob, passed through death, and are now in 
the presence of God (Luke 13 : 28). Pronunciation, especially 
of foreign words, is too largely a matter of preference to dog- 


matize about it. 


Why Does Joshua Say 
God Will Not Forgive ? 


Words have their value, but they are very liable 
to mislead a reader or a hearer. It is far more im- 
portant, in every instance, to know what the words 
mean than to know what the words say. A Canadian 
correspondent who is conscious that some words in a 
confusing Bible passage do not mean what they say, 
thus seeks help in finding out what they mean : 
Will you kindly explain the following in your very helpful 
Notes on Open Letters? ‘‘ He [Jehovah] will not forgive 


your transgressions nor your sins’ (Josh. 24:19). As you 
are aware Ss passage occurred in a recent Sunday-school 


lesson. 
Bible class. 
serious one, as I know well God's forgiving nature ; and then, 
too, in many passages, we are told definitely that God forgives 


The passage puzzled me, and also one, at least, of my 
Of course, I do not think this difficulty is a very 


our sins. However, the difficulty still remains. 
may be something that must remain vague. 
hence my request to you. 


Perhaps it 
I don't know, 


Joshua was addressing men who were the children 
of idolaters, and who had themselves been unwilling 
to reject other gods as having no part nor place in the 
hearts of one who worshiped Jehovah. He said 
practically, ‘‘ You must now make your choice, and 
abide by it. Will you choose the gods your fathers 
worshiped, or the gods now worshiped by the people 
about you ; or are you willing to take Jehovah for 
your only God?'’ When the people said impul- 
sively, without realizing the significance of their words, 
that they wanted to serve Jehovah, Joshua said that 
God would not be ready to accept any such halfway 
worship as thefwere ready to give. It must be wholly 
Jehovah, or Jehovah not at all. The Hebrew word 
here translated ‘‘forgive'’ means ‘‘ cover,’’—cover 
up, or cover over. God will not cover up your half- 
hearted purpose as if it meant something. At this 
the Israelites were ready to make a covenant to wor- 
ship only Jehovah. But they still inclined to give a 
place to idolatry, and continued so until they were car- 
ried as captives to Babylon. The Editor heard a young 
Chinese Christian tell of his talk to his people in 
China. He said : ‘‘When I tell them of the great 
works of Jesus and of his love, they say, ‘ Jesus must 
be very good. We will put an image of Jesus in our 
joss house, that we may worship him there.’ Then I 
say to them, ‘Jesus vill not have your worship if you 
have other gods. He says no man can serve two 
masters. If you would worship Jesus, you must 
throw out all false gods from your joss house. Then 
they say, ‘We are not ready to do that.’’" How 
much it means for Israelites, for Chinamen, or for 
American Christians, te worship God wholly and only ! 
Yet those who would be forgiven and accepted must 
make that choice, and abide by it. 


x 
Something Worse than Hypocrisy 


Does sincerity require one to make open disclos- 
ure of his estimate or judgment of another's character 
or spirit? This is a question that troubles the mind 
of many a person desiring to know and to do duty in 
this line. An honest Canadian correspondent who was 
interested in a recent editorial in these pages, ‘Is it 
Better to Pretend ?’’ thus asks for more light on the 
subject : 


Suppose I know one (as I do) to whom I always try to be polite 
and friendly, and yet, after a good many years, I amstill of the 
same opinion that I formed long ago, that there is a great deal 
of outward show and “ for-appearance-sake '’ religion about 
both these men,—for I refer to two,—and but very little, if any, 
of the real thing in either of them! When I hear them pray or 
speak, shall I continue to regard them as the messengers of 
God to me? I find it hardto do so. I am always applying 
to them our Lord's words, ‘‘ This people honoreth me with 
their lips, but their heart is far from me,'’ and when I see 
and know of so very many doubtful business and social acts 
into which religion seems not to enter at all, I find myself say- 
ing with Paul, ‘‘ If any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his."' Shall I continue to act towards these as though 
they were truly brethren in the Lord? Is there not a danger 
that they will judge themselves to be ‘‘all right'’ when every- 
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thing goes as if it were? and is there not a real danger to myself 
that I too will become hypocritical by trying to say all is well 
when I feel forced to conclude differently ? 4 am not one who 
desires to say the unkind or harsh word. My nature, I think, 
is rather the other way,—to trust allmen. How long shall 
this be kept up, when so many times I find myself deceived ? 
Charity never faileth, but surely there is alimit. Am I not in 
danger of crying ‘‘ Peace, peace,’’ when there is no peace ? 

It is certainly not right to seem to approve conduct 
or speech that is wrong. But in the case suggested it 
is the sfzrit, and not the conduct or speech, that is in 
question. Ifa recognized hypocrite or criminal offers 
proper words of prayer, or gives expression in speech 
to thoughts that are worthy of being considered, an 
humble and honest child of God who listens will be 
moved to draw near to Him who is spoken to or who 
is spoken of. The person who is then in the scales of 
judgment is the hearer rather than the speaker. Jesus 
is the Judge. We are to judge not another, lest we 
also be judged. We should at such a time be think- 
ing of Jesus, and not of the one who may be no more 
worthy than are we to be counted his representative. 
Our greatest danger is not of failing to show our 
opinion of another disciple’s spirit, but of failing to 
manifest the spirit of Christian love ourselves. What 
is ever our greatest power in representing Christ be- 
fore our fellows is in our exercising Christian love. 
Such ‘‘love,’’ miscalled ‘‘charity’’ in the old trans- 
lation, ‘‘ never faileth.’’ It positively has no limits. 
Christian love ‘‘taketh not account of evil ; rejoiceth 
not in unrighteousness, but rejoiceth with the truth ; 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things. Love never faileth. 
We have a right to show our disapproval, or even our 
condemnation, of conduct or speech that God forbids. 
We have no right, at any time or in any place, to 
exhibit or express our judgment of another's inner 
spirit, which Christ knows, and is to pass on. Hy- 
pocrisy is wrong, but a lack of Christian love in a 
disciple is worse than hypocrisy. 


x 


Will God Guide Us by 
Special Bible Texts ? 

How to learn one’s duty in an emergency, is a 
question that perplexes many a sincere child of God. 
A disciple in Pennsylvania, who has been in doubt 
on this point, writes : 


Will you kindly let me know whether you believe that, when 
one is deeply perplexed and is seeking light from God, and, 
going to the Bible, finds a verse seemingly peculiarly adapted 
to his case, he is safe in assuming it to be an answer from God ? 
A girl went on the witness-stand to be cross-examined before 
a noted lawyer. At night she read the verse, ‘‘ Settle it there- 
fore in your hearts, not to meditate before what ye shall an- 
swer : for I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your 
adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.'"" On 
subsequent occasions verses seemingly as direct and pertinent 
came, when trying to decide between two courses of action. I 
have heard preachers say that one should not rely for direction 
in this way. What is your opinion ? 

It depends on the spirit and needs of the seeker, on 
the circumstances of the particular case, and on the 
proper application of the Bible passage. In the case 
of the young girl who was to go on to the witness- 
stand, and who could not prepare herself beforehand 
by study, the Bible passage properly encouraged her 
to believe that God would surely help her. But if it 
had been her lesson in school that she was looking 
forward to, she would have had no right to infer from 
the text that God would not have her take thought 
and study beforehand. And so if it had been a cler- 
gymzn who had to preach a sermon. His plain duty 
would have been to take thought beforehand what he 
was to say. Yet he ought to depend on God's help, 
notwithstanding his best and most thorough study. 
If, however, a child of God be honestly in doubt as to 
his duty, with no known way of finding it out, he can 
confidently ask it from God, and can expect help 
accordingly. It may come through a remembered 
text, or a verse in his Bible reading for the day ; or 
it may come by the voice of God speaking to his 
heart. If God's help be really needed, and honestly 
and in trustful faith be sought, God will find a way of 
giving help. We cannot say beforehand just how it 
will come to us or to another. God's promise as to 
this point is distinct and positive. ‘‘If any of you 
lacketh wisdom, let him ask [that wisdom] of God, 
who giveth to all liberally and upbraideth not [for the 
lack] ; and it [the wisdom] shall be given him. But 
let him ask in faith, nothing doubting "’ (James 1 : 5). 
That promise stands sure. Thousands have had it 
verified to them through the suggestion of particular 
texts, coming as an answer in a time of need ; and 
thousands have had it answered in other ways. The 
promise is sure to be verified ; as to the mode of an- 
swer, we cannot know in advance. 
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A Last Word on the Christmas Campaign 


In Preparation for a ‘‘ World’s Object Lesson ”’ 
ERHAPS there are some readers of The Sunday 
School Times who have not yet made plans, in 
their own Sunday-schools, to hold a Giving 
Entertainment rather than a Receiving Entertainment 
at Christmas time. To all such the Times extends a 
hearty invitation to join in its campaign for upsetting 
some of the crusty theories of this world about the 
selfishness of the church, and to unite in giving to 
the world such an object lesson in Christian charity 
and Christmas bounty as will not be forgotten for years 
to come. 


How to Get Full Information 

The plan was fully outlined in The Sunday School 
Times of November 15, on page 607. Those who 
have not a copy of that issue at hand may obtain a 
reprint of the page mentioned by sending a two-cent 
stamp to The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. In the issue following, — 
that of November 22,—a bright article of unusual 
interest by a Washington superintendent told how 
successfully his Sunday-school adopted the ‘‘ giving’’ 
idea last year, and the leading editorial gave the 
senior Editor's testimony to the value of the plan, out 
of a half-century’s experience in Sunday-school work. 
That issue also can be obtained for a two-cent stamp. 


Why Every One Should Take Part 

Remember that the ‘‘giving’’ feature need not 
interfere with any other special form of Christmas 
entertainment or published exercise that you may be 
planning to follow. It is simply a way of carrying 
out, on the anniversary of the Birthday of our Lord, 
His truth that it is ‘‘ more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive.'’ If your Sunday-school has never 
tried the plan, you will be surprised to find 


that can be given them in their labors among the poor at 
Christmas. 

Especially would I call your attention to the needs of the 
little children who are sheltered and loved in our Cherry Tree 
Homes for Waifs and Strays. We shall be most thankful for 
any help sent for them, and any supplies sent marked, Cherry 
Tree Homes, and addressed, Mrs. Colonel Miles, 122 West 
Fourteenth Street, New York City, will be gratefully acknowl- 
edged, and distributed among the most needy. I think the 
Sunday-school children of our land will find real pleasure in 
ministering to the needs of helpless little ones. 

Praying for you every blessing in your God-inspired enter- 
prise, believe me to remain, 

Yours faithfully in Jesus, 


S. MILEs, 
National Secretary for Children's Homes. 


The Secretary of The Volunteers of America writes : 


BALLINGTON Boortn, President 


. W. Merritt, Secretary 
Epwarp Fie.pinG, Vice-President 


V. J. Crarts, Treasurer 
The Volunteers of America 
Incorporated Nov. 6, 1896 





National ere >) No. 38 Cooper Square 
ew York City . 
NOVEMBER II, 1902. 
MR. C, G. TRUMBULL, 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Dear Sir and Brother : We thank you for your kind 
favor of the 6th inst., stating that you are referring the various 
Sunday-schools throughout the country tothe Volunteer Posts 
as distributing agencies for such Christmas gifts as they may 
desire to place with our people, and by them distributed 
among the needy and poverty-stricken of their communities. 

We thank you most heartily for this consideration, and as- 
sure you that our people will do the best they can to place the 
gifts where they will be the most serviceable. Again thanking 
you, believe me, 

Yours most sincerely, 
(THE VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA), 
J. W. MERRILL, Secretary. 


Two kinds of blanks will be furnished, free of 
charge, by The Sunday School Times. One is the 
blank shown on this page, for reporting to The Sun- 
day School Times, after your Christmas entertain- 
ment, the gifts of your school. This information will 
not be published, but will be used only as a part of 
the total gifts of all the Sunday-schools, which grand 
total will be publisned. 

The other blank is similar to that shown, but is for 
each separate class to use in reporting its gifts to the 
superintendent on the evening of the Christmas en- 
tertainment. The use of these class blanks in each 
school will give the superintendent, in convenient 
form, the gifts of his school, and the totals of the 
entire school can then be added and reported to The 
Sunday School Times on the school blank. 

A rousing success and a Merry Christmas to all ! 


a 


The Pastor’s Help in Meeting Difficulties 

The Rev. William Hurlin, of Antrim, New Hamp- 
shire, an old and valued contributor to the Times, 
makes this suggestion : 

‘*At a Sunday-school convention one of the ques- 
tions on the program was, ‘‘ Should the pastor be the 
superintendent of the Sunday-school, or the teacher 
of a class in it?’ After several persons had given 
different opinions on the subject, the writer was 
asked to present his view of the matter. He had 
been the pastor of churches in connection with 
which he had thought it right to accept the office 
of superintendent of the Sunday-school for a while, 
and at other times he had believed it wise to become 
the teacher of a Bible class. But as a general rule 
he thought there was ‘a more excellent way.’ He 
had always believed that as a pastor it was wise and 

right for him to attend the Sunday-school 





how eagerly the children will take it up and 
make a success of it. If your Sunday-school 
has already tried it (and some have done so 


for years), then you need no urging to repeat of 


it. But The Sunday School Times hopes 
that every Sunday-school will share in the 
great report of the aggregate of Christmas 
bounties which will be published in these 
columns after Christmas. The gifts of indi- 


vidual schools will not be published ; only A: 
the sum-total of all the gifts. rigs 


What to Do with Your Gifts 


If possible, use your gifts in your own 
neighborhood or town or city, letting a re- 


sponsible committee acquaint itself with the 53 
needs of the poorest families in the commu- ‘i 
nity, and wisely distribute the bounties. It ts 
may be necessary to work with a joint com- ove 
mittee of several churches, to avoid the pos- eee 


sibility of different Sunday-schools giving to 
the same families, and omitting others alto- 
gether. Or, send your supplies to the best 
known and best managed relief society in 
your town, and ask them to send you a report 


of what was done with the things, which can ig 
be read to your Sunday-school later. 26 

But if your Sunday-school is in a country sits 
or village district where there are practically ove 


no destitute persons, the workers either of 
the Salvation Army, or of the Volunteers 
of America, will gladly make good use of 
whatever you send them. This was suggested 
in an earlier issue of the Times, and the fol- 


lowing letters have been received. oe 


Wii.i1aMm Bootu 


FREDERICK AND Emma Bootu Tucker 
General 


Commanders U. S. Forces 


The Salvation Army 


(Incorporated) = 





National Headquarters, 120-124 West 14th Street 
New York City 


eee 


ee 


PUPP eee eee eee eerie irre iT) 


offerings at its Christmas entertainment, 1902: 





are Turkeys. | seccceeee Lbs. of Oatmeal. 

rer Chickens. diane. 7 = 

esnese Ducks, scrcsoces ** EEQmaRD. 
wiekeeeee. = i I ‘wessscsns “= ** Other Cereals. 
ere Pounds of Coal. mun * “Fee 

Joeees Cans of Meats. mon * ih 

soevee ss 66 Fruits. coscccess, ** = * Sane, 

ossebe so % Com. eeeqeeeee Quarts of Cranberries. 
esecee ‘*  ** Tomatoes, osesseces ODOM. 

nn @ + ee | pusabuten Quilts. 

eeees Pecks of Potatoes, | .eeeeeeee Underclothing. 

cocees Pumpkins. | ssseeeeee Dress Goods. 

pieens Squashes, ssseeee+ Pairs of Stockings. 
ossees Quarts of Beans. | wince SRR. 

eosees Cabbages. | oossecene SEU 

ences Cauliflower. sseseeees Pairs of Gloves. 

ssesee Pecks of Spinach. | ue %  ** Mittens, 

sane Quarts of Carrots. seseeeeee Mufflers. . 

eceoee <6 = ** Onions. wares 

sevens Pecks of Turnips. es: 

ovccee ‘*  ** Apples. csssceces WOUND 

eases Dozen Oranges. $........ in Cash, 

weveee ‘* Bananas. Other articles, as follows: 
coves Jellies. sesncrecesccsssssocososssccesososoooeses 
eovene Quarts of Nuts. poseessotoeseccesocosooenoorsooeesoosess 
sieees Pies. $s6sdbeeb ort secncnsonibesonoeseososentees 
ecceee Puddings. avessoonsccoqnaceseinssosescosoosoons® 
soecese Lbs. of Flour. 





This blank is to be filled in and mailed, immediately after 


regularly, and to spend his time in going 
around among the classes, keeping, however, 
at the back of them, so as not to attract at- 
tention or disturb the regular order of the 
class. And he had been accustomed to say 
to the teachers as a body, ‘If any question 
comes up in your class which you cannot 
answer, beckon to me, and | will come to 
you, and will do what I can to help you.’ He 
had always found the teachers ready to avail 
themselves of this opportunity, and in this 
way he had been able to keep in touch with 
the whole school.’’ 


% 


Superintendent’s Question 
Box in the School Session 

A superintendent's ‘‘ Question Box’ 
has been used to great advantage in a Phila- 
delphia school. There was great enthusiasm 
among the young people in depositing ques- 
tions, and the method was used for several 
sessions in succession, although it was nox 
intended as a regular feature. ‘* What is the 
most beautiful verse in the Bible ?’’ proved 
@ most interesting theme for discussion, and 
after the superintendent read the question, he 
asked the pupils to send in written replies on 
the following Sunday. A multitude of replies 
came in, and a brief period was allotted for 
the discussion of favorite Scripture passages 
for several Sundays following. 


“ 
Seated in a Circle 


Primary workers of large experience 
strongly advise that the chairs of a primary 
class be arranged in a semicircle, or an ellipse, 
with the teacher's chair always in the one 
spot, in the center. The principal advantage 
of this arrangement, as one practical teacher 


the Christmas entertainment, to The Sunday School Times, 1031 


NOVEMBER 8, 1902. 
_ Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Mr. C. G. TRUMBULL, Philadelphia. 

My Dear Sir: Yours of the 6th has been 
most gratefully received by the Commander, and 
handed to me. 

We are more than grateful to you for your kind 
suggestion, and hasten to assure you that our of- 
ficers everywhere will greatly appreciate any help 


explained it, is that the temptation for the 
children to annoy one another is diminished. 
There is no one in front of the child whose 
curls can be pulled, or whose arms can be 
pinched. Besides, the attention of the little 
folks is not distracted from the teacher by the 
wrigglings of others in front of them. 











A blank similar to the above will be furnished for a two-cent stamp, by The 
Sunday School Times. It is to be used by every Sunday-school, as denestaed in the 
accompanying article. Another blank, similar also to this, will be furnished free in 
sufficient quantities to supply one to each class in the Sunday-school, for use at the 
time of the Christmas entertainment. 
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Christ’s Sovereignty Over the Old 


Testament Prophets 


ROPHECY is like the rosy dawn which 
ushers in the day. The prophetic word is, 
) ( ‘¢a light that shineth in a dark place, until 
Vay the day dawn and the day-star arise in your 
hearts '’ (2 Pet. 1 : 


a 2 


trustworthy as the dawn that kisses the hem of the 





19). Prophecy is as 
sun’s robe. Moreover, were there no dawn, there 
would be no day ; and the soft glow of the morning 
red prepares the eye for the brighter light, and cheers 
the heart that yearns for the day. 

It would be an easy matter to subordinate the 
Old Testament prophets to our Lord if we could 
follow the theory applied to these prophets by 
some modern scholars. They say that Isaiah, Jere- 
miah, and the other members of their class (Jer.7 : 
25 f.), were moved through their own spirit and ut- 
tered their own human thoughts. But this very origin 
of their work the Old Testament prophets themselves 
ascribéd to the action of their rivals (Ezek. 11 : 3, etc.). 
Such a'theory, therefore, is evidently false. 


Wherein Did Jesus Differ from the Prophets ? 

The Old Testament prophets have not ceased to 
asseverate that they were dominated by supernatural 
inspiration, and I, for my part, do not venture to con- 
test the sound character of this claim. Notwithstand- 
ing, the claim of our Lord to be superior to the 
prophets is no less certain. It is perfectly clear why 
he never called himself a prophet. The prophets 
received their commission from the supernatural 
sphere, but he came himself from this sphere. Hence 
we may understand his words, ‘‘All things are de- 
livered unto me of my Father ; and no man knoweth 
the Son but the Father: neither knoweth any man 
the Father, save the Son, and he to whomsoever the 
Son will reveal him'* (Matt. 11:27). Moses, how- 
ever high the stage assigned to him in the history of 
God’s kingdom (Num. 12: 7), was the ‘‘servant"’ of 
the Lord (v. 8). But Jesus was the ‘‘Son,’’ and, 
whereas the divine grace gave the angels (Gen. 6: 1, 
etc.), and the Israelites (Exod. 4 : 22, etc.) too, the 
rank of sons of God, Jesus is by his inner substance 
Son of God. He contained an element which was 
not of this world. He was the ‘‘ only-begotten Son"’ 
of God, and therefore he was the one who had prop- 
erly seen God (John 1 : 18). 

This unique relation of Christ to God is a matter of 
absolute reality. Indeed, what sort of proof of his 
claim could be suggested which Jesus himself has not 
exhibited to the full? Would you wish that his claim 
be made often, and in the full light of publicity? 
Jesus ventured to pronounce this claim, not only be- 
fore his disciples, but also against his adversaries and 
before the highest court of justice. Would you wish 
that the claim be made without any self-interest ? Can 
we think otherwise if we contemplate the touching figure 
of the suffering and dying Christ? Would you wish 
that the claim be established through an unusual 
kind of action? The fearless question, ‘‘ Which of 
you convicteth me of sin?’’ (John 8 : 46), remained 
unanswered at the time by his foes, and it will fail of 
an answer forever. And this inner marvel was ac- 
companied by external wonders, the miracles which 
Christ performed. Those who question their histori- 
cal character assume that the wonder narratives of the 
Gospels were imagined by Christ's adherents, in order 
to glorify their Master's name. But why, then, did 
not the partisans of John the Baptist (Matt. 14: 12; 
Acts 19 : 1-6) do the same? 


How Do Their Sayings Agree and Differ ? 

In addition to such evidences as these, we may find 
still further proofs in comparing the utterances of 
Christ with those of the prophets. It has been said, 
and not without reason, that the messages of the in- 
dividual prophets were fragmentary, while Jesus 
Christ has comprehended them in an organic unity. 
All of Christ's words referring to the Old Testament 
do bear out admirably this assertion. But this is 
neither the only nor the most important view-point for 
a comparison of the contents of the Old Testament 
with Christ's sayings. It is of greater moment to 
consider the material harmony and differences of 
these two sources. In order to discover this twofold 
relation, let us glance first at the legislative parts of 
the Old Testament, and then at its prophecies. 

Jesus had not only rejected human additions made 
to the Old Testament laws,—as the tradition of the 
elders upon the washing of the hands before dinner 


By Professor Eduard 
Konig, Ph.D., D.D. 


(Matt. 15 : 1 ff.),—he emended God's law itself. In 
Matthew 5 : 27-32 we read these words of our Lord : 
‘‘Ye have heard that it was said by them of old 
time, Thou shalt not commit adultery."’ But over 
against this Christ put the following rule: ‘ But I say 
unto you, That whosoever looketh on a woman to 
lust after her hath committed adultery with her 
already in his heart. And if thy right eye offend 
thee, pluck it out and cast it from thee,’’ etc. (Matt. 
5: 28f.). In other words, the law of adultery has 
been fulfilled and completed by Jesus Christ. It is 
the very shought of adultery that is to be avoided by 
the citizens of Christ's kingdom. 

While one part of the Old Testament law is thus 
raised to a higher stage, another part is simply abol- 
ished. This is the law of divorce. In the same 
discourse on the mount Christ added, “It has been 
said, Whosoever shall put away his wife, let him give 
her a writing of divorcement'’ (Matt. 5 : 31). This is 
handed down as Moses’ prescriptin Deuteronomy 24 : 1. 
In Christ's days this prescript reigned in general, and 
the school of Shammai rivaled the school of Hillel 
in facilitating this prescript. But Christ, in one pas- 
sage, rendered it severe to an extreme degree, and in 
another passage he abrogated it. That is, he recog- 
nized no other cause of divorce than fornication (Matt. 
5:32). And in the case of fornication, not the 
simple divorce, but the punishment of the culpable 
wife, is in question. And what is of more moment, 
in another passage (Matt. 19 : 4-6) Christ has simply 
put the prescript of Deuteronomy 24 : 1 behind the 
words, ‘‘ They twain shall be one flesh’’ (Gen. 2: 
24). Thus he ventured to ascribe a secondary char- 
acter to a Mosaic institution, and to make a highly 
interesting return from Moses’ period to a former 
stage of God's revelation. Moses’ period in the spe- 
cial kingdom of God is drawing to its end. We see 
Moses’ authority dwindling away, and from the mouth 
of this ‘‘meek’’ (Num. 12: 3) servant of God also 
we hear the confession, ‘‘He must increase, but I 
must decrease'’ (John 3 : 30). 

These relations exist no less between the other Old 
Testament prophets and Christ. The eyes of the 
prophets were not wholly closed, it is true, to the 
spiritual aim of the special kingdom of God. Both in 
Isaiah 30:15 and in Zechariah g: 10 it was an- 
nounced that the people of the Lord were not to con- 
tend in war accoutrement with the empires of this 
world. The throne of the Davidic family was de- 
stroyed in the Exile, no more to be erected after the 
return of Jehovah's people. But was it ever expressly 
proclaimed by the prophets that in future time Israel 
should not be at all an earthly kingdom? Is it not 
from the very mouth of one of Christ's followers that 
we hear the request, ‘‘ Grant that these my two sons 
may sit, the one on thy‘right hand, and the other on 
thy left, in thy kingdom'"’ ? (Matt. 20: 21.) Yet 
Christ said in the decisive moment, ‘‘ My kingdom is 
not of this world’’ (John 18 : 36). Thus he was the 
first one who manifestly pronounced the purely spir- 
itual character of God's special kingdom of grace. 


The Greater Fulness of Christ’s Revelation 


It is true, again, that sufferings, as part of the 
future Saviour’s work did not remain unrevedled to 
prophecy. In Zechariah 9 : 9, he is described as 
riding, not the horse, an animal for war, but the ass, 
the animal of lowliness and peace. But Jesus found 
the chief part of his mission in sacrificing himself for 
the redemption of mankind. He was not to be daz- 
zled by the splendor beaming forth from other parts of 
the work that Old Testament prophecies had attributed 
to the future Saviour. 

Finally, while it is true that the prophets did not 
always limit the circle of citizens of the future king- 
dom of God to the people of Israel, yet in the prophe- 
cies the Gentiles appear scarcely in another state than 
that of subordination. But Christ has more than once 
preferred the Gentiles to the people of Israel. Read 
of the woes pronounced against Chorazin, Bethsaida, 
Capernaum (Matt. 11 : 21-24). Hear the praise given 
to the centurion, ‘‘I] have not found so great faith, 
no, not in Israel'’ ! (Matt. 8:10.) Hear the acknowl- 
edgment conceded to a woman of Canaan, ‘‘ O woman, 
great is thy faith’’ ! (Matt. 15 : 22.) Hear the pre- 
diction, ‘‘ They shall come from the east, and from the 
west, ... and shall sit down in the kingdom of God"’ ! 
(Luke 13 : 29.) 
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It was said at the opening of this article that 
prophecy is like the rosy dawn which ushers in the 
day. But the rosy hue of morning is not the blazing 
day-star itself. Aurora pales when the monarch sun 
assumes his radiant sway. The monarch sun in the 
history of God's special kingdom is Jesus Christ. He 
has ruded the legislation of the Old Covenant. ‘‘ The 
Son of man is Lord even of the sabbath day '’ (Matt. 


12:8) He has not merely continued the series of 
the Old Testament prophecies. He has realized them. 
He was ‘he that should come'’ (Matt. 11: 3). 


When the woman of Samaria remarked, ‘‘I know 
that Messias cometh,'’ Jesus answered, ‘‘I that speak 
unto thee am he"’ (John 4: 25f.). ‘*All the prom- 
ises of God in Aim were yea, and in Aim Amen"’ 
(2 Cor. 1 : 20). Hewas the king of the perfect king- 
dom of the divine grace, both because he was God's 
Son, and because he ‘‘ gave his life a ransom for 
many'’ (Matt. 20: 28). For in this kingdom the 
principle ‘‘He that humbleth himself shall be ex- 
alted’’ (Luke 14 : 11) is predominant. 

Is the completion which Christ thus added to the 
former constitution of God's kingdom to be regretted ? 
On the contrary, is it not one of the greatest kind- 
nesses God has done to mankind? Let us here, as 
always, bless God's design, and say, with the Apostle, 
‘¢O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God! Of him, and through him, and 
to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen'’ (Rom. I1 : 33-36). 


Rostock, GERMANY. 
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How I Learned to Manage a Class 
By Eugénie Loba Beckwith 


EARS ago the writer learned a lesson so salutary 
that no repetition was needed. 

A class of ten boys from twelve to fifteen years 
of age was her care. They were, like most boys of 
these ages, full of life and eager questioning, and 
equally full of mischief. Always rather restless and 
noisy, they one Sunday reached a climax of loud 
and irrelevant questions. ‘‘Is that a mosaic pin? I 
thought it was only painted on silk,’’ and, ‘‘Say, do 
you really believe that there'll be a last day when 
everything’ ll be busted higher'n a kite?’’ The 
teacher thought that day seemed fast approaching, 
but she only shook her head in disapproval and clung 
desperately to her text. 

The warning bell rang, giving five minutes in which 
to gather up the lesson teachings. 

Turning from one to another boy the teacher asked : 
‘«What have you learned from the lesson to-day ?’’ 
Only listless replies were made until she came to the 
last boy, whose black eyes fairly snapped with the 
mischief he was about to perpetrate. 

‘Well, Walter, you haven't paid very good atten- 
tion ; have you learned anything to-day ?"’ 

And that boy fixed his sharp eyes upon that teach- 
er's face, and very deliberately said : 

‘‘Yes’m, I’ve learned a lot to-day. 
that you can't manage this class."’ 

Walter's audacity astounded the boys, while the 
quick color flew to their teacher's face, and the im- 
pulse to ‘‘ talk back,’’ or to march her tormentor out 
of the church, was probably headed off by the super- 
intendent's bell. There was no disturbance, no 
whispering, as the boys filed out, but that next week 
must have been full of busy thinking for them. 

A time of self-questioning it certainly was to their 
leader. She balanced the pros and cons of the situa- 
tion, and knew that she had reached a crisis in her 
career as teacher. Those eritical boy-minds had 
weighed her, and found her wanting—in what? 

She must rise to higher efforts. 

This decision made, she met the following Sunday 
a very orderly, quiet class. Before beginning the les- 
son, and looking away from Walter, the teacher said : 
‘‘Some boy happened to say last Sunday that I 
couldn't manage this class. I’ ve been thinking about 
it, and am sorry that in the past it has been true. 
I've not studied hard enough to keep you boys inter- 
ested. If, however, in the future, there is any least 
trouble it shall not again be my fault.’’ 

Not once thereafter did the boys misconduct them- 
selves, and none gave better or more respectful heed 
than did the original chief offender. 

The retort of the Scotch woman to her pastor is not 
inapt for other would-be teachers. When reproved for 
sleeping during the service, and told to rouse herself 
by taking more snuff, she made reply, ‘‘ Put more 
snuff in your sermons, sir.”’ 

BANGOR, 
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Marion Lawrance—a Story of Overcoming 


HEN the Civil War broke out, there was a 
youngster in the ‘‘Buckeye’’ state, eleven 
years old, whose four older brothers at once 

enlisted in the army. Just before this, the father had 
lost everything in the world except his sturdy family 
and his home at Yellow Springs, Ohio,—and the 
home was heavily mortgaged. There was nothing 
for the boy to do but pitch in and help in the family 
support. He was put out to work in a tree nursery, 
at twenty-five cents a day. From that time on he 
clothed himself, while his father boarded him. 

Three years later, the father said to the fourteen- 
year-old boy, ‘I'll continue to board you at home, 
and you can go to school if you’ ll pay your own way."’ 
The boy jumped at the chance. He worked hard in 
the nursery all summer long ; in the winter the pro- 
ceeds bought his schooling. At seventeen he taught 
school for three years, still working hard in summer. 
At last he entered upon his college course in Antioch 
College, the goal toward which he had been so 
persistently toiling. But in the middle of his freshman 
year he broke down in health, and had to give up. 
For two years more he taught school, then went into a 
wholesale business in Syracuse as bookkeeper. 

That is a specimen of the training and hard knocks 
which, continued all through life, have made Marion 
Lawrance the stalwart, indefatigable, faith-filled Chris- 
tian man and leader that he is to-day. Stephen Pax- 
son, an old-time Sunday-school worker of Illinois, used 
to say that ‘‘a Sunday-school born in a blizzard won't 
close up for a white frost."’ Marion Lawrance may 
not have been born in a blizzard, but he began to 
experience the toughening effects of blizzard life very 
soon after his birth, and neither white frost nor bliz- 
zard has ever succeeded in making him give up. 
His beard is just beginning to show a little of the 
white frost, but that is all. 


Better than a College Diploma 


Mr. Lawrance has done more than most men 
living to show the possibilities of live, energetic super- 
intending of a Sunday-school. He is not a theorist ; 
twenty-six years as superintendent of one of the fore- 
most Sunday-schools in the land is a diploma which 
means more than any that Antioch College could 
have given him. The Washington Street Congrega- 


_ tional Sunday-school of Toledo, Ohio, had a member- 


ship of a hundred and twenty-five when Mr. Lawrance 
was asked to take it. Its membership is now a little 
short of a thousand, including the Home Department 
and Cradle Roll,—and its superintendent would tell 
you that every school ought to include these. 

At seventeen young Lawrance was leading the 
music in his Sunday-school and church at Yellow 
Springs, having united with the church the year before. 
After two years in Syracuse, where he kept up his 
musical work as choir leader, he moved to Toledo, 
and went into the boot-and-shoe business. For three 
years he taught a class in a mission school there, 
and then, upon its superintendent's removal to an- 
other church, he was asked to take charge of what is 
now the famous Washington Street Sunday-school. 

But three years before the fearful business panic of 
1873 had wiped out all his earthly possessions, just 
as, still a dozen years earlier, his father had lost all. 
There were almost ‘‘ bread riots’’ in the streets of 
Toledo. His business gone, Lawrance, then twenty- 
three years old, started in selling buckskin gloves on 
a commission. Soon he had added traveling-bags 
and trunks to his stock, and for six years he was a 
traveling-man. Finally he was glad to be at home 
again for eleven years as the fire-insurance representa- 
tive of a loaning bank in Toledo. Thus he had 
fought his way through another blizzard, buffeted and 
thrown down, but refusing to be kept down. 


B. F. Jacobs’s Unexpected Reply 


In 1889 a state Sunday-school convention was in 
progress at Springfield, Ohio. B. F. Jacobs, the 
late veteran leader of the organized Sunday-school 
hosts of the world, was present, leading an open 
conference. Marivun Lawrance, eager then as al- 
ways for new ideas, was sitting, with his wife, in a 
pew at the back of the church. ‘‘ What should Ohio 
do for its Sunday-school work ?*’ came from a dele- 
gate. Without an instant’s pause came Mr. Jacobs's 
unexpected reply : ‘‘ Employ Mr. Lawrance of Toledo, 
and put him in as your state secretary."' The modest 
worker and his wife in the back pew were encounter- 
ing a blizzard of a new kind ! 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Characteristic incidents in the life of the General 
Secretary of the International Sunday-school Con- 
vention, who travels 25,000 miles a year in the inter- 
ests of better Sunday-schools in North America. 





Before the convention adjourned a member of the 
executive committee called on Mr. Lawrance and 
asked if he would take up the state work for twenty- 
five hundred dollars a year. Mr. Lawrance knew, 
better than they, that it was beyond the ability of the 
state, at that time, to raise any such annual sum, and 
he told them so. He agreed, however, to engage 
with them for half his time, at a thousand dollars a 
year. For three years he worked in this way, then he 
sold out his insurance business, which (since the fail- 
ure of the bank, a few months after he began to work 
for it) he had been conducting for himself, and gave 
his whole time to the Sunday-school interests of Ohio. 


The Stranger with the Pocketbook 

The new state secretary had his discouragements 
and his encouragements in his campaign for Sunday- 
school progress. At one time he had been working 
like a Trojan to arouse Cincinnati to a live interest in 
its Sunday-schools. He got up a great meeting, se- 
cured the famous field worker, William Reynolds ; the 
gifted speaker and teacher, Professor H. M. Hamill ; 
the former International primary president, Mrs. W. F. 
Crafts ; Doane, the composer, led the music, and H. 
Thane Miller, the blind evangelist, was at the organ. 

After the meeting was over and most of the audi- 
ence had left the church, a stranger, who looked strik- 
ingly like General Grant, stepped up to Mr. Lawrance, 
and said pleasantly, ‘‘ Well, how'd you come out?’’ 
The state secretary took a note-book out of his pocket 
and showed the items of expense for the meeting, 
$166.48. He also mentioned the amount of the offering 
that had just been made, $33. ‘‘ That means,’’ said the 
stranger, ‘‘that it'll cost you [meaning the state 
association] just $133.48 for coming here to Cin- 
cinnati to help us?’’ ‘*That’s about it,’’ replied 
Mr. Lawrance. The stranger said nothing, but put 
his hand into his pocket and drew out his purse, then 
handed the amazed secretary a one-hundred-dollar bill, 
a twenty-dollar bill, a ten, and forty-eight cents in 


change. ‘‘1 tell you it brought the tears to my eyes,’’ 
said Mr. Lawrance in telling of this. ‘‘ Mr.’ Fudaly 
can do anything he wants to with me/"’ For Ohio 


readers have probably guessed that the generous stran- 
ger who looked like General Grant was W..A. Eudaly, 
now the loved President of the Ohio Sunday-school 
Association, and Second Vice-President of the Inter- 
national Sunday-school Convention. 


How He Became International General Secretary 

At Atlanta, Georgia, in April, 1899, one of the resolu- 
tions of the Ninth International Sunday-school Conven- 
tion was that a General Secretary should be appointed 
by the International Executive Committee. No ap- 
pointment was made at Atlanta, but the next month 
the Central Committee of the Executive Committee, 
meeting in Philadelphia, appointed Mr. Lawrance to 
be General Secretary of the*International Convention. 

In June the annual Ohio state Sunday-school con- 
vention was in session at Marion. B. F. Jacobs was in 
Philadelphia with the International Treasurer, Dr. 
George W. Bailey, and they wired to Mr. Lawrance 
for his decision concerning the new work. He con- 
ferred at once with the Ohio Executive Committee. 
After considering the matter, they went together on 
to the platform before the convention. The record- 
ing secretary was Joseph Clark, who, twenty-seven 
years before, had acted as the page of H. Clay Trum- 
bull, then Secretary of the famous International Sun- 
day-school Convention of 1872 at Indianapolis that 
adopted the Uniform Lesson System. 

The delegates at the Ohio convention realized that 
something was in the air. Their beloved leader 
stepped to the front of the platform and told them 
briefly of the new work and wider field to which he 
had been called. Then he said he would like to read 
to them the telegram which, after consultation with 
their Executive Committee, he was about to send to 
Mr. Jacobs. And he read: ‘Trusting in the Lord 
Jesus Christ for strength, and in my brethren for 
co-operation, I accept the position of General Secre- 
tary of the International Sunday-school Convention."’ 

The convention went to pieces. Mr. Eudaly and 


others on the platform and in the house made no at- 
tempt to conceal their tears. When quiet was restored, 
Mr. Lawrance said he would like the privilege of 
putting in nomination his successor. He told them 
of his love for Samuel W. Clark, who had been 
thirty-five years the General Secretary of the New Jer- 
sey Sunday-schoot Association, and whose wife had 
founded the first primary union in America. It was 
the son of that man, he said, Joseph Clark, whom he 
nominated to be Secretary of the Ohio Sunday- 
School Association. Mr. Clark, now Dr. Clark, 
was immediately elected, with what good result the 
condition of Sunday-school affairs in the Buckeye 
State bears eloquent testimony to-day. 


Putting a Boy Out of Sunday-School 

I once asked MrwLawrance if he had ever had occa- 
sion to put a boy out of Sunday-school for bad be- 
havior. ‘Yes, just once in,my life,’’ was the reply ; 
‘«but he didn’t go. The Sunday-school was all in 
confusion, I think a match had been lighted, and 
seeing that the trouble was centered in the class that 
contained a particularly incorrigible and disorderly 
boy, I stepped quickly down to his class and told him 
that we had had enough of him there; he could go 
home until he was ready to behave like a gentleman. 

‘¢ The teacher spoke up, and said, ‘But, Mr. Law- 
rance, you've made a mistake; he is not the boy 
who did it.’ Of course I apologized, and went back 
to the platform. After Sunday-school the boy shot 
out of the room before I could see him, and, being a 
traveling-man then, I had no opportunity to see him 
through the week. So I wrote him a letter, telling 
him that I knew I had wronged him, and was sorry 
for it, and asking him to forgive me. 

‘*The following Sunday came, and with it the 
boy. He handed me a note from his mother. She 
was so glad, she said, that I had written that note, for 
it had done the work, and she didn't believe I'd ever 
have any more trouble with her boy. ‘It's all right, 
Mr. Lawrance,’ said the ‘bad boy,’ and we shook 
hands on it. He's been my friend ever since. That 
was fifteen years ago, and there has been no more 
trouble from that day to this."’ 


Some of His ‘‘ Secrets of Success” 

‘* How did you learn to be a Sunday-school man ?’’ 
was once asked of Mr. Lawrance. ‘‘ By doing it, 
though I haven't ‘earned yet,’’ came the answer. 
‘« The first book I ever read on Sunday-school work 
just set me on fire. It’s out of print now, and it 
wouldn't be called an up-to-date book in these days. 
But it aroused me.’’ 

And Marion Lawrance set on fire is a man to 
reckon with. He has no secret that others may not 
have. He is not a genius, save in the sense that ‘‘a 
genius is one who has an unlimited capacity for hard 
work.'’ He is always ready to take an idea from an- 
other and adopt it, enlarge upon it, and make it fit the 
needs of his own Sunday-school. He recently said to 
me of the Washington Street school, ‘‘Our Sunday- 
school is overestimated. It is not as good as it is 
generally supposed.’’ But itis Mr. Lawrance’s very 
unwillingness to pose as the superintendent of a 
‘*«model Sunday-school,’’ his insistence that his 
school is ‘‘ overestimated,’’ that is the secret of the 
great things that he has done there and everywhere. 

There is no work Mr. Lawrance more keenly en- 
joys than the conducting of a ‘* Question Box,’’ or 
open conference for Sunday-school workers at a Sun- 
day-school convention. He is always forceful and 
felicitous on the platform ; few Sunday-school public 
speakers are his equals to-day. But to see him at his 
best, let steel strike steel in a question-and-answer 
conference under his leadership. And what he has 
made such a fruitful source of good at conventions, 
with audiences of a hundred or a thousand, he now 
does every week for a world-wide audience in his 
‘*Question Box’’ in The Sunday School Times. 

It is out of a life full of these rich experiences, the 
hard knocks of character training, the persistent strug- 
gle and triumphing over difficulties, the ever-growing 
knowledge of practical method, the unsought but 
richly deserved recognition of his achievement, that 
Marion Lawrance so well represents the best in modern 
Sunday-school work. He is often in the thoughts and 
prayers of the great army of workers whom he so 
faithfully serves. May he be ied by the heavenly 
Father, in the future as in the past, into ever-increasing 
power to upbuild the Sunday-schools and inspire the 
Sunday-school workers of this Christian nation ! 
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How England is Saving the Land 
of the Pharaohs 


By the Rev. James Johnston, A.T.S. 


HE opening of the now famous Assouan Dam on 
December 8, 1902, by the Duke of Connaught, 
marks an epoch-making event in the irrigation 

of Egypt proper, and the further transformation of 
that fascinating land. This colossal work, begun in 
1899, is most creditable to the British engineers, who 
have finished the undertaking months before the con- 
tract time. 

Running straight across the Nile at Assouan, five 
hundred and eighty miles from Cairo, the dam con- 
sists of a great wall a mile and a quarter long, block- 
ing up the channels through which the river in 
time of flood has been wont to race amid the rocky 
islets in its bed. This solid wall of masonry is 
twenty-four feet wide at the top, sixty-two feet wide at 
the foundations, and about eighty feet high, forming 
a reservoir sixty feet deep. It appears that the granite 
used has come from the quarries of the old Pharaohs, 
and upon. the construction of the dam from ten to 
twenty tadusand Egyptians have been employed night 
and day. Its total cost will exceed six million pounds 
sterling. 

This wonderful dam is pierced with one hundred 
and eighty upper sluices in order that, when the 
Nile is rising, the water will freely flow through them. 
As soon as it begins to fall, these will be closed, and 
the dam will hold back a lake one hundred and forty- 
six miles long, and a mile or less in breadth. By 
letting this stored-up water escape gradually into the 
ancient irrigation channels during the dry season, the 
plains of middle and lower Egypt will, it is antici- 
pated, enjoy perpetual fertility and prosperity. No 
longer will there be a rushing, wasteful flood at one 
season, and a bed as dry as ashes at another period. 
The result must be all the difference between desola- 
tion and teeming abundance. 

More truly than five centuries before Christ is the 
saying of Herodotus, ‘‘the father of history,’’ being 
realized, that Egypt is ‘‘ the gift of the Nile.’’ With- 
out the Nile no Egypt. This historic river—the long- 
est in Africa, if not of the world—draws its chief 
sources from the Victoria and Albert Nyanzas, while 
receiving from the torrents of rain which fall on the 
rocks of Abyssinia the valuable chemical ingredients 
of the rocks and soil, carried down the Nile by Abys- 
sinian tributaries. When the river overflows its bank 
it deposits on the lower levels a fine mud, producing 
the most fertile soil in the world. 

It is lamentable to consider the waste of precious 
liquid for ages at flood height, and to learn that out 
of the four hundred thousand square miles of Egyp- 
tian territory only one-twentieth is really habitable ; 
that is, the part washed by the Nile, where it is pos- 
sible to raise annually two, three, and even four, 
crops. Henceforward, instead of the narrow strips of 
green verdure, the outcome of rich soil, hot sun, and 
light cultivation, confined between the Nile banks 
and the high-water line of the river in flood, boundless 
and unbroken stretches of dreary desert beyond will 
be irrigated by refreshing waters, and become trans- 
formed into landscapes of beauty and fruitfulness. 

Happily the waters in the Delta, in season of flood, 
have long been gathered and distributed through 
capacious channels, for the benefit of the humblest 
toiler on the land. By these irrigation works, known 
as the Barrage, abundant maize and cotton crops 
have been gathered, and the fellaheen saved from 
famine and distress,—only too common, in bygone 
generations, in time of low flood. Similarly, by the 
gigantic reservoir constructed at Assouan, the ex- 
pense will be repaid many times over in the transfor- 
mation of desert into cultivated land, from the first 
cataract to the Delta. 

It is almost universally acknowledged that British 
occupation in Egypt has wrought marvels, of which 
the latest is a crowning achievement. Since the 
deposition of Ismail in 1879, more has been done 
than Egypt's rulers accomplished during centuries to 
establish justice, to raise the fellaheen from heredi- 
tary bondage, and to develop the untilled resources of 
a land ‘‘ where all things always seemed the same."’ 

In view of the success at Assouan, it has lately been 
proposed to construct a dam at Lake Tsana in Abys- 
sinia, to supply water both for Upper Egypt and the 
Soudan ; to erect banks on the Upper Nile, in order 
to avoid waste in the swamps of the Bahr-el-Ghazal ; 
and, lastly, to construct a storage reservoir at Lake 
Albert Nyanza large enough to provide for the wants of 
Egypt and the Soudan above Khartoum. These 
achievements mean that far up the Nile banks, burn- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ing deserts and swamps will steadily disappear, as in 
the ‘‘ Great Southwest’’ of America, and in their place 
innumerable areas of fertile soil and civilization will 
be seen on either bank of the life-giving Nile, from 
the great African lakes to the tideless waters of the 
Mediterranean Sea. 


DARWEN, LANCASHIRE, ENGLAND. 


Karolin’s Christmas 
By Mary Louisa Butler 


F she would, the visiting nurse of a tenement- 
house district could narrate facts equal in interest 
to those of a criminal court reporter or expert 

private detective. 

It was a gray, rainy afternoon that I went with one 
of these nurses—Miss Van Stone—to a mission Sun- 
day-school where she taught a class of boys. At the 
close of the session, no sooner had we reached the 
vestibule than a child of about ten, whose pallor from 
poor nourishment and continued struggle with poverty 
was only accentuated by the thin mourning garb she 
wore, came up to Miss Van Stone with the quiet 
assurance of one who had been there before. As we 
left the church, Karolin (for that was her name) kept 
close to her friend, talking in tones I could not under- 
stand. As she left us, after a few blocks, to go to her 
alley home, I said, ‘‘ Who is she? What is the mat- 


ter?’’ «‘*Oh!”’ replied Miss Van Stone, ‘that is 
Karolin. She is having trouble over her confirma- 
tion. The mother insists upon the preparation, and 


the child rebels. Only last week she said, ‘ Miss Van 
Stone, I gets more lickin’s than I ever had in all my 
life, jes’ ’cause I wants to go to your school. It hurts 
drefful bad, but I takes ’em, and I'll take more if I 
has to. I'm comin’ to this school if the lickin’s kills 
me.’ '’ 

Then Miss Van Stone told me how she had been 
sent two years previously to see the father, who was ill 
with consumption. It was the old story of sickness, 
poverty, children, and the final release of death. 

During the daily ministrations she was more than 
nurse, and, becoming interested in the children, suc- 
ceeded in taking Karolin to the near-by Sunday-school, 
where at least once in the week she had a genuinely 
happy time. Then she told me the following story. 

‘A few months after the father died Christmas was 
approaching. As I went into the place called home, 
—a room on an alley, dark, damp, chilly, and cheer- 
less, —I said to myself, ‘If I only had a Christmas 
tree, with a few bright-colored ornaments and some 
candles, wouldn't they bring a bit of sunshiny cheer 
into the midst of this desolation? I wonder what I 
can do out of my limited resources.’ 

‘*I came home, and went to our (the nurses’) supply 
closet, where things for our poor are kept, to see what 
was there. By careful searching, I found in one 
corner what we call our ‘left-overs.’ A few lace bags 
tied with colored ribbon and filled with candy ; some 
picture-blocks ; a doll ; a few cards, and various and 
sundry kinds of toys, not very good, to be sure, but 
enough to fill a pretty good-sized basket. Last, but 
not least, were some partly burned candles that had 
done service on a tree the previous season. Ata 
near-by grocery store I bought a small tree for twenty- 
five cents, To this I added a bag of small cakes, and 
took the entire outfit to Karolin. To say that she was 
both surprised and delighted but feebly expresses 
what I saw in her face. Obliged to hurry on to other 
places, I left her to manage these Christmas festivities 
as best she could alone, for I knew there would be 
no help from the mother. 

‘« Returning late Christmas Eve, what did I find? 
The alley room, usually so dark and cheerless, seemed 
transformed. With unusual deftness and tact for 
one so young, Karolin had, without any aid whatever, 
set up the tree, put on the candles and ornaments, 
arranged the gifts with labels and names, and hung 
all on the tree, with special reference to other chil- 
dren in the alley nearly or quite as poor as herself. 
There were thirty that’this child of nine had invited 
to her Christmas party, and served with a grace wor- 
thy of a better place than this small, damp alley 
room. No one was forgotten. Everybody had some- 
thing, and all seemed happy. Surely the spirit of 
the Christ-child, whose advent the heavenly choir 
proclaimed with the song of ‘ peace on earth, good 
will to men,’ was in this place.”’ 

Sunday, Karolin brought eleven new pupils to 
Sunday-school. This was one year ago. She still 
lives in the alley room, helping an incompetent 
mother care for younger children, and bearing bur- 
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dens far too heavy for her strength, and receiving on 
her poorly nourished, scantily clothed body the many 
‘‘lickin’s’’ that such would-be followers of the Sa- 
viour Christ are altogether too familiar with. The 
visiting nurse is her solace, and she it is to whom 
Karolin comes with all her griefs. 

There are other Karolins, and other cheerless alley 
rooms, all around us, if only we have eyes to see 
them. Christmas is near. Shall we search our 
‘‘supply closets,’’ to see what of Christmas cheer 
they contain? When the widow gave her mite, 
Christ looked more at what was left than upon the 
amount given. 


‘* The gift without the giver is bare.’’ 
Cuicaco, ILL. 
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The Little Santa Claus 
By Hilda Richmond 


STRANGE gentleman and lady moved into the 
big white house on Chestnut Street where the 
Brown boys and girls had lived so long, and all 

the little folks thought it was too bad. Mr. Brown 
had to go way out West to try to get well, and the 
Brownies had to go along, even if the neighbor chil- 
dren cried at giving them up. The boys and girls 
walked soberly past the big house, and looked sadly 
at the holes they had kicked in the lawn playing 
football, for the strange lady had no children. 

It was very late in the fall when the Brownies went 
away, and on Christmas the very strangest thing you 
ever heard of happened on Chestnut Street. Just 
when mammas were beginning to say, ‘‘ Not another 
bit of candy till after dinner,’’ the strange lady's door 
opened, and out walked the dearest little Santa Claus ! 

His beard was as white as snow, and so was his 
hair. The pockets of his fur-trimmed coat bulged 
out with parcels, and over his back was slung a great 
big pack that looked ready to burst with presents. 

The little Santa Claus tramped briskly down 
street, and left a package for Miss Marie Leeds. It 
was tied up so nicely with blue ribbon that the small 
owner could hardly make up her mind to spoil the 
pretty bow by opening it. By this time there was a 
troop of boys at the little man’s heels, and some girls 
too, all crying, ‘‘Litthke Santa Claus! Mr. Santa 
Claus ! have you got anything for us?"’ 

They fingered his pack, and got in his way till he 
said in a big, gruff voice, ‘‘ If you boys and girls don’t 
go right straight home, you won't get a single thing 
out of my sack.’’ 

This sounded awful, and you never saw such a scam- 
pering to see who could run first. There were faces 
flattened up to lots of windows, but some children 
stood outdoors to see where Santa would stop next. 
When his pockets were empty, and his sack hung 
limp over his shoulder, he went back into the strange 
lady’s house. Then all the little folks who had not 
had a present out of the wonderful pack looked ready 
to cry. 

‘* Never mind,'’ said the mammas. ‘‘Such a little 
Santa Claus would break his back carrying presents 
for so many children. You’ ve had a fine time watch- 
ing him, so don’t fret.’’ 

But the children did get presents, every one of 
them. In a short time he came out again, loaded 
just as he was at first, and the boys and girls screamed 
‘‘Here he comes! Here he comes !”’ 

Up and down he went till every child on the street 
had a parcel out of the big sack. Even the wee new 
baby sister that had come to live with the Carter boys 
got a little box plainly marked ‘‘ Baby Carter,’’ and 
in it was the dearest rattle in the world, with jingling 
bright bells on the handle. Nobody could have 
blamed Santa if he had forgotten such a tiny girl, but 
he did not. 

There were balls and tops, knives and books, 
ribbons and dolls, picture-books and little dishes, 
and every sort of thing that Santa Claus makes in 
his workshop. And every boy and girl had a fancy 
box of candy that looked too good to eat. Altogether, 
this was the best Santa Claus the children on Chestnut 
Street had ever met. 

The boys play football on the strange lady's lawn 
now, but they have changed her name to ‘‘ The nice 
lady.’’ They often coax her to tell all about the little 
Santa Claus, but she only smiles, and says, ‘‘ You 
must wait till he comes back this year, and then you 
can ask him.”’ 

KENTON, OHIO. 
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Lesson 12. 


I Sam, 7 : 2-13. 


December 2I. 


Samuel the Judge 


(Read 1 Sam. 4 to 7.) Memory verses: 8-10. 








COMMON VERSION 


2 And it came to pass, while the ark abode 
in Kir’jath-je’a-rim, that the time was long ; 
for it was twenty years: and all the house of 
Is'ra-el lamented after the LoRD. 

§ And Samuel spake unto all the house of 
Is’ra-el, saying, If ye do return unto the LORD 
with all your hearts, then put away the strange 
gods and Ash’ta-réth from among you, and 

repare your hearts unto the LORD, and serve 
bim only : and he will deliver you out of the 
hand of the Phi-lis’tines. 

4 Then the children of Is‘ra-el did put away 
Ba’al-im and Ash’ ta-réth, and served the LORD 
only. 

And Samuel said, Gather all Is’ra-el to 
Miz’peh, and I will pray for you unto the 
LORD. 

6 And they gathered together to Miz’peh, 
and drew water, and poured 7¢ out before the 
LorD, and fasted on that day, and said there, 
We have sinned against the LORD. And Sam- 
uel judged the children of Is’ra-el in Miz’peh. 

7 And when the Phi-lis’tines heard that the 
children of Is’ra-el were gathered together to 
Miz’peh, the lords of the Phi-lis’tines went up 
against Is’ra-el. And when the children of 
Is’ra-el heard i¢, they were afraid of the Phi- 
lis’ tines. 


The optional Christmas Lesson is given on page 666 
Golden Text: Prepare your hearts unto the Lord, and serve him only.—! Sam. 7 : 3. 


AMERICAN REVISION 
2 And it came to pass, from the day that the 
ark abode in Kiriath-jearim, that the time was 
long ; for it was twenty years: and all the 
house of Israel 'lamented after Jehovah. 

3 And Samuel spake unto all the house of 
Israel, saying, If ye do return unto Sehovah 
with all your heart, then put away the foreign 
gods and the Ashtaroth from among you, and 
direct your hearts unto Jehovah, and serve 
him only ; and he will deliver you out of the 
hand of the Philistines. 4 Then the children 
of Israel did put away the Baalim and the 
Ashtaroth, and served Jehovah only. 

5 And Samuel said, Gather all Israel to 
Mizpah, and I will pray for you unto Jehovah. 
6 And they gathered together to Mizpah, and 
drew water, and poured it out before Jeho- 
vah, and fasted on that day, and said there, 
We have sinned against Jehovah. And Sam- 
uel judged the children of Israel in Mizpah. 
7 And when the Philistines heard that the 
children of Israel were gathered together to 
Mizpah, the lords of the Philistines went up 
against Israel. And when the children of 
Israel heard it, they were afraid of the Philis- 


COMMON VERSION 


8 And the children of Is’ra-el said to Sam- 
uel, Cease not to cry unto the LORD our God 
for us, that he will save us out of the hand of 
the Phi-lis’ tines. 

9 4 And Samuel took a sucking lamb, and 
offered i¢ for a burnt offering wholly unto the 
LorD : and Samuel cried unto the LoRD for 
Is’ra-el ; and the LORD heard him. 

to And as Samuel was offering up the burnt 
offering, the Phi-lis-tines drew near to battle 
against Is’ra-el: but the LORD thundered with 
a great thunder on that day upon the Phi-lis’- 
tines, and discomfited them ; and they were 
smitten before Is’ra-el. 

11 And the men of Is’ra-el went out of Miz’- 
peh, and pursued the Phi-lis’tines, and smote 
them, until ¢hey came under Béth’-cir. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set 7¢ be- 
tween Miz’peh and Shén, and called the name 
of it Eb’en-€’zer, saying, Hitherto hath the 
LorD helped us. 

13 ¥ So the Phi-lis’tines were subdued, and 
they came no more into the coast of Is’ra-el : 
and the hand of the LORD was against the 
Phi-lis’tines all the days of Samuel. 


1 Or, was drawn together *% Heb. voice. 





AMERICAN REVISION 

tines. 8 And the children of Israel said to 
Samuel, Cease not to cry unto Jehovah our 
God for us, that he will save us out of the 
hand of the Philistines. 9 And Samuel took 
a sucking lamb, and offered it for a whole 
burnt-offering unto Jehovah: and Samuel 
cried unto Jehovah for Israel ; and Jehovah 
answered him. 1o And as Samuel was offer- 
ing up the burnt-offering, the Philistines drew 
near to battle against Israel; but Jehovah 
thundered with a great *thunder on that day 
upon the Philistines, and discomfited them ; 
aud they were smitten down before Israel. 
11 And the men of Israel went out of Mizpah, 
and pursued the Philistines, and smote them, 
until they came under Beth-car. 

12 Then Samuel took a stone, and set it be- 
tween Mizpah and Shen, and called the name 
of it *Eben-ezer, saying, Hitherto hath Jeho- 
vah helped us. 13 So the Philistines were 
subdued, and they came no more within the 
border of Israel: and the hand of Jehovah 
was against the Philistines all the days of 
Samuel. 


3 That is, The stone of help 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


Surroundings and Critical Notes 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


IME.—Twenty years after the death of Eli(1 Sam. 
7:2) On the basis indicated in the Lesson 
Surroundings for November 16, about 1121 B.C. 

Ussher says 1120 B.C., the closeness of the agree- 
ment being due to different ways of handling details. 
Many recent scholars give later dates. 

INTERVENING Events.—The ill conduct of Eli’s sons 
continued. A time came when Israel made a brave 
but ill-considered effort to become independent of the 
Philistines. They were terribly defeated, Eli’s sons 
were slain, he himself died, the ark was captured 
(chap. 4). The ark was returned by the Philistines 
because it brought calamities upon them (chaps. 5, 6). 
It passed into the custody of the men of Kiriath- 
jearim, who kept it ‘‘in the Gibeah,” or, if the word 
is here a common noun, ‘‘in the hill.” In these cir- 
cumstances, the young prophet Samuel came to have 
great influence in Israel. 

Piace.—Especially Mizpah, in the hill country west 
of the Jordan. 

PARALLEL PassaGes.—See 2 Samuel 22: 14, 15; 
Psalm 18 : 13, 14; Joshua 10: 10, II. 





Verse 2.—T7wenty years: Israel being all this time 
without a chief magistrate.—Lamented after : Sor- 
rowfully followed. As when it is said that Caleb 
* filled after Jehovah”’ (Josh. 14: 8, 9, etc.), meaning 
that he fully followed. The sorrow was due to their 
defeat and oppression by the Philistines. The fol- 
lowing of Jehovah was largely due to the influence 
of Samuel. An outline of it is given in the following 
verses. 

Verses 3, 4.—Samuel spake: This was the sub- 
stance of his prophesying during those years.—Pu¢ 
away the foreign gods : So, correctly, the American 
Revision; not ‘‘ strange gods.” —Prepare your hearts 
unto Jehovah: ‘* Direct” in the American Revision 
and margin of the Revised Version. Have them in 
an attitude of readiness toward him.—7he Baa/lim 
and the Ashtaroth: The male and female local di- 
vinities.—Served Jehovah only: As the result of 
Samuel's efforts, there was for the time a thorough 
religious reform. 

Verses 5, 6.—Samuel said: At the close of the 
twenty years. He had wisely avoided a premature 
movement.—Gather all Israel: The movement was 
national, not local. In the sequel we learn that the 
men came armed, and with a political purpose, but 
also that the gathering was earnestly religious.— 
1 will pray. ... Drew water, and doured i —e 
fasted....We have sinned: Religious features of the 
gathering.—Samuel judged the sons of Israel in 
Mizpah : In its connection, this can only mean that 
he was then made judge. Heretofore he had been a 
— citizen, though a prophet. This was the po- 
itical purpose of the gathering, 

Verses 7-9.—Interference by the Philistines.— 
When: Inthis lesson, ‘‘ when,” ‘‘ then,” ‘‘as,” ‘‘ so,” 
are all devices to avoid the monotony of translating 
the Hebrew conjunction uniformly by ‘‘and.” They 
are misleading if we give them a time value.—Came 
up against Israel: They were not willing that Is- 





© = b x 


rael should be consolidated under a chief‘magistrate, 
for that would endanger their supremacy over Israel. 
—Were afraid: No wonder. They were in the 
habit of being beaten when they fought with the 
Philistines.—A whole burnt offering : Not one that 
was offered whole, but one in which all the flesh was 
burned on the altar, none of it eaten. It isnot said 
that Samuel officiated as priest. He made the sacri- 
fice in his character as newly appointed judge. It is 
a matter of course that he availed himself of such 
priestly services as were then customary in Israel.— 
Cried unto Jehovah: Inthe twofold character of judge 
and prophet.—/ehovah answered; Not ‘‘ heard,” as 
in the Old Version. The answer is described in the 
two following verses. 

Verses 10, 11.—The battle.—And Samuel was 
offering up the burnt offering, the Philistines hav- 
ing drawn near for the battle with Israel; and 
Jehovah thundered: The writer stops, as it were, 
and takes a fresh start,*that he may the more ade- 
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Samuel t 
By Alexander 


WENTY dreary years of apostasy, moral degra- 
dation, and foreign domination, had passed 
since the fatal defeat at Eben-ezer and the cap- 

ture of the ark. Apparently the tabernacle worship 
had ceased, a private person was custodian of the 
ark which the Philistines had sent back in terror. 
The worship of Baals and Ashtaroths, with its hid- 
eous immoralities, was universal, and the yoke of the 
oppressor was heavy and galling. But it took all 
these years of misery to burn into the national con- 
science the folly, as well as the sin, of departing from 
Jehovah. Pain is quickly felt, but the lesson of pain 
is slowly taken in. 

The first point here is the great religious revival 
and its leader. We last saw Samuel, more than 
twenty years ago, beginning to be recognized as a 
prophet, and we are to suppose that during all these 
years of sin and sorrow he had held fast by his faith, 
and struggled to stem the tide of evil. What a world 
of strenuous energy and pleading remonstrances 
and sad thoughts he had lived in,—and oblivion has 
swallowed it all! No doubt, he had been growing in 
influence and recognized position as a prophet, and 
now he comes to the front at once as guiding the 
movement. It was probably largely due to his brave 
work. No doubt, he had often said to himself during 
the slow years of apparent failure, ‘‘I have labored 
in vain;” and, no doubt, he was filled with humble 
thankfulness when he saw, after so long a time of 
apparent failure, that the long-buried seed was be- 
ginning to showits green spikes aboveground. ‘At 
last!’ he would say to himself,—‘‘ at last!” 

The Lp ‘lamented after the Lord;” they 
mourned their departure, and yearned to have Jeho- 
vah for their God once more. Return to God begins 
with sorrowful recognition of the dolefulness of being 
without him. But these people were but like children 


quately tell how Jehovah saved his people.—Ou? of 
Mizpah ... Beth-car: The details are in part like 
those of the battle when Joshua commanded the sun 
and moon to stand still (Josh. 10). 

Verse 12.—Samuel appreciates the value of a sig- 
nificant monument. 

Verse 13.—And the Philistines were subdued: 
‘*So”’ is ambiguous. It may, or may not, give the 
correct meaning.—A // the days of Samue/: As long as 
he was chief magistrate. On the accession of Sau: 
he ceased to be chief magistrate, though he remained 
judge (1 Sam. 7: 15) all his life. We must take pains 
not to miss the significance of the facts stated in the 
remaining verses. They show that Samuel's admin- 
istration was a wonderful success. 


AuBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
< 
They only can receive the true who neject the falsc 
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who have lost their mother in a crowd, and stand 
weeping, but not knowing where to find her. The 
man who has never gone away is the man who can 
tell wanderers the road back. The sense of wretch- 
edness springing from absence from God needs 
direction, and Samuel at once takes the vague feel- 
ings in hand and guides them. Resolute and entire 
putting aside of the idols is the first demand, prepar- 
ing (or directing) the hearts to Jehovah is the second, 
actual service of him and him only is the third, and, 
with whatever modifications, these are still the essen- 
tials of all true revival of religion. For every rival 
must be put away, and the whole heart, its loves, its 
thoughts, its desires, its resolves, must be turned to 
him, and he alone must be enthroned as the Lord of 
life, to whom all its activities are directed. The re- 
quirements are great, but a revival of religion which 
blinks any of them is but a sham. The stern condi- 
tions were complied with, and so the first stage of the 
reformation was accomplished. 

It is to be clearly distinguished from the second, 
which probably did not follow it for some little time. 
The clearing out of the idols had to spread through 
the land, and, when it was accomplished, Samuel 
summoned a national convention at Mizpah, where 
once before Israel had been gathered, and where, as 
its name implies, there could be a watch kept from 
the height, so as to guard against Philistine bands 
coming up from the maritime plain. There public 
national confession was made by the symbolical act 
of pouring out water before the Lord, as their souls 
were poured out in penitence, and by fasting as well 
as by speech. This assembly, in which Samuel as- 
sumed authority, was the beginning of a new office 
for him. Hitherto he had been a prophet ; now and 
henceforward he was the judge, the leader, the 
earthly representative of Jehovah, and thus the 
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nearest approach to a king which a pure theocracy 
permitted, 

The second point is the immediate consequence of 
this revival. ‘The convention naturally attracted 
attention from the Philistine chiefs. They scented 
danger, and probably thought that the religious 
character of the assembly was a mere blind, covering 
arevolt. The world is quick to apprehend danger 
from a revived church. When Israel comes back 
with penitence to Jehovah, it will soon be in arms 
against the Philistines. So ‘‘ the lords of the Philis- 
tines determined to strike quickly and hard before 
rebellion came to a head, and up some of the wadys 
that lead to the hill country from their plain they 
were seen from the watch-tower at Mizpah hurrying 
with their troops. Long years of subjection had 
cowed Israel, and, like an often beaten dog, they lost 
spirit at the sight of the whip. 
uel as the one man who did not cower. He was 
strong because he gripped God's hand. He who has 
kept true to Jehovah amid widespread apostasy is 
calm and stedfast when even true penitents scarcely 
dare to hope. 

The third point is the strange preparation for 
defense. Surely never was a more singular way of 
getting ready to répél an assault in force than sacri- 
ficing a lamb and praying. Very ill-timed devotion! 
Much better to sharpen swords and man the heights 
than that! But it was the best strategy, after all; 
and we should conquer in our fights more often and 
more easily if we put more trust in, and used more 
freely, the one all-powerful weapon of prayer. When 
Paul has dressed his Christian soldier in his complete 
suit of armor,—helmet, breastplate, shield, shoes, 
and sword,—he tells him how to use all his weapons, 

‘* praying always with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit.” 


** Of ourselves we nothing can, 
Full soon were we down-ridden ;”’ 


but prayer brings the captain of the Lord's host into 
the Feld. and the Philistines are scattered hike chaff 
before the storm. 

The last point is the victory granted to penitent 
prayer. The Israelites did not strike a blow till the 
enemies were ‘‘discomfited.” God did that by the 
‘* great thunder,”’ which threw the undisciplined host 
into panic, and sent them streaming down the valley 
in twos and threes, faster than they had come up. 
Thén out sallied Israel, and far down the glens the 
mingled crowd of fugitives and pursuers swept, fear 
lending swiftness to the flying foe, vengeance spur- 
ring on the fierce pursuers. The localities are not 
surely identified, but evidently it was a long chase, 
and for many a mile the ground was stained with 
blood. But the chief point to be noticed in regard to 
the locality of Eben-ezer is that it was the same 
ground on which, twenty years before, the same foes 
had fought, and Israel had been shamefully and 
utterly defeated. The battlefields which have wit- 
nessed our defeats may see our victories. We must 
never say, ‘‘I have been foiled so often that I have 
lost heart, and will resist no more.” It is always 
possible to reverse even a continuous series of baffled 
attempts to overcome our sins. The stone that Sam- 
uel raised bore no man’s name. It ignored him and 
all others, and ascribed all the glory of victory to 
Jehovah. That is the kind of trophy which Chris- 
tians should set up. ‘The help that is done on 
earth, He doeth it all himself.” 

MANCHESTER, ENGLAND, 
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God may withdraw from awandering people, that 
they may be drawn to return, 
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IRIATH-JEARIM was one of the cities of the 
Gibeonites (Josh. 9: 17). It is on the road to 
Jerusalem, about ten miles southeast of Lydda. 

The site is thought to be recognized to-day in Kuryet 
el-Aneb (‘‘The Village of Grapes”). It is a poor 
village, containing a convent and a Latin church. 

‘*LAMENTED AFTER JEHOVAH.”—This phrase in 
the original language conveys the idea that they 
mourned as for one long dead, and were filled with 
longing and supplication (Psa. 90: 13). Their atti- 
tude reminds one of people who to-day may be ob- 
served, sometimes, before certain shrines or pictures, 
shedding tears, beating their breasts, and otherwise 
‘lamenting after the Lord through the medium of 
some saint or other. 

For many years past, others, and we also, have 
been eyewitnesses of Jewish tears shed every Friday 
evening and Saturday morning outside the wall en- 
closing the area of their former temple; and, properly 
speaking, this is an instance, in modern Jewish life, 
of lamenting after the Lord. 

‘*Mizpan.""—The site of Mizpah, by tradition and 
general consent, is said to have been located on a 


They turned to Sam-: 
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hill about four and a half miles north-northwest of 
Jerusalem, now known as Neby Samwil. ‘‘ Mizpah” 
means ‘‘ watch-tower,” and, if situated here, occupied 
the most commanding position in Central Palestine. 
The view from Neby Samwil is very extensive. A 
rock-hewn cistern, a few well-dressed stones, and the 
ruins of a Crusaders’ church, said to have been built 
over the tomb of the prophet Samuel, are all that re- 
main to indicate that the place was ever in a pros- 
perots condition. A mosk and a few miserable hovels 

uilt into the limestone slopes are the only signs of 
human habitation in this spot, associated with so 
many incidents in sacred history (Josh. 18 : 26; Judg. 
20 : 1-30 to 21: 1; 1 Sam. 7: 5-16; Neh. 3: 7-15, etc.). 

‘*Drew WATER, AND POURED IT OUT BEFORE JE- 
HOVAH.”’—In discussing this text with a learned na- 
tive, I find his opinion to be that the pouring out 
of water is symbolical of the purging of the hearts 
and altars of the people, all of which had been pol- 
luted by idolatry. ‘‘God purged the world with 
water and Elijah the sacrifice’”’ (comp. 1 Pet. 3 : 20, 
21; 1 Kings 18 : 33-35). It is also symbolical of their 
self-humiliation and sincerity (Psa. 42: 4; 62: 8; 
142: 2). This view harmonizes with present-day re- 
ligious use of water by Jews and Muhammadans. 

With the Hindoos the pouring out of water signifies 
a confirmation of any contract or promise, in the 
same way as the setting of one’s seal (John 3: 33). 
It is also known that Greeks and other nations made 
libations by pouring wine, sometimes water or other 
liquids, in evidence of the unchangeableness of the 
agreement under consideration. It is plain, there- 
fore, from these considerations, that the pouring of 
water in Mizpah meant to testify to the people’s sin- 
cerity (whatever more it may have meant). 
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The place of promise is a good one in which to 
make the plea of penitence. 
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The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


LL the house of Israel lamented after Jehovah 
(v.2). This fact discloses a law. It is a princi- 
ple of mortal life that, however long and well 

humanity has gotten along without God, it sooner or 
later turns toward him with conscious need and pas- 
sionate desire. This feeling first manifests itself in 
vague and inarticulate longings, then in bitter lam- 
entations, Vegetation may endure a few days 
without sunlight, but not forever, and its need is re- 
vealed in drooping leaves and withering stalks. The 
dependence of the souls of men on God is no less 
vital. It is no less vital than that of little children 
on their parents, who, if left alone in their nurseries, 
may play contentedly for a few moments. Then 
comes that first uneasy flash of consciousness that 
they are alone; then the timidity; then the fear; 
then the agony; then the loud outcry. It is this 
same emotional experience through which we “‘ grown- 
ups’’ must pass when we discover that we too are 
playing alone in God’s great universe. 

If ye do return unto Jehovah with all your heart, 
then put away, etc. (v. 3). These words of the saga- 
cious old judge reveal another law. It is the law of 
the re-established sense of the divine presence. When 
we do not feel that presence, it is not because God is 
absent, it is because perception is blunted. It is not 
light which is withdrawn from the blind man, but the 

ower of vision. Samuel knew that God had not to 
& called back from a distance, but that the power of 
recognizing his nearness must be restored. There is 
a fine old prescription for this trouble in the medical 
book of the ages, and it is a panacea. Samuel did 
not invent it; he simply prescribed it. ‘‘ Put away 
all other gods; direct your hearts to Jehovah, and 
serve him only,” said he. Good friend, this formula 
is as efficacious to-day as then. If you have awa- 
kened to the sense of your solitude in this fearful cos- 
mos, ‘‘ without God and without hope in the world,” 
and will put away all other gods, and turn your heart 
to the God of the Holy Bible, and serve him with un- 
flinching fidelity, you too will feel his presence once 
more. 

And they gathered together (v. 6). Yes, this old 
man knew human nature on its human and divine 
side both. He had wound his way through the sinu- 
ous paths into its very citadel. When a community 
has forgotten God, the way to do is to assemble itself, 
and in some simple religious formalities to kindle 
those emotions which have long lain dormant. Those 
old Jews drew water and poured it on their hands, 
and offered sacrifices, and fasted. We have even 
simpler ways. It is not so much a question of the 
kind of ways that ought to concern us, but that all 
ways which succeed are good ways. We Americans 
kindle fire by striking a friction match; the Indians, 
by striking a flint on iron; the Hottentots, by rubbing 
two pieces of wood together. Very well, all ways 
are good, so long as the fire comes. Our way of 
communal or national revivification is through as- 
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sembling in churches and confessing our sins, and 
humbling ourselves before God, and praying for a 
new sense of his nearness. It is a good way. Our 
only trouble is that we do not travel it. 

And when the Philistines heard that the children 
of Israel were gathered together,... the lords of 
the Philistines went up against Israel (vy. 7). An- 
other law. The phenomena of life are always the 
same. History is forever repeating itself. The 
instant that the forces for good awaken, the forces of 
evil attack them. When the lion of the tribe of Judah 
rouses in his lair, the wolves of Philistia howl around 
him. It is the church in armor, and not in bed, that 
the Devil attacks. The current of the river caresses 
and kisses the boat that glides down stream. It is 
the boat that is going up which it twists and turns 
and tumbles. If you want to feel the grip of the 
forces of evil, oppose them. Start a crusade against 
the saloons or the gambling-houses. Don’t go into 
religion with the idea that at your entrance into the 
arena the wild beasts and the gladiators will all rush 
to cover. A thousand enemies whose existence you 
never suspected will spring out of earth and sea and 
air. But do not be ‘‘afraid of these Philistines.” 
Cease not to cry unto Jehovah, and he will save you 
out of their hands, 

Hitherto hath Jehovah helped us (vy. 12). Blessed 
is the man or nation with a ‘‘hitherto” of divine 
faithfulness on which to build assurance for the 
future. Every first act of faith is a rainbow sus- 
—s in the sky itself. But the Christian man of 
ong standing has built a bridge to heaven on two 
piers constructed of a million little evidences of God's 
daily providence. Christian faith is the slowly dis- 
tilled extract of innumerable daring ventures on the 
divine goodness. Ii is the ever-burning lamp of the 
accumulated experience of vanished races and men. 
How strange it is that the experience of the whole of 
humanity cannot convince any single man! Why 
cannot faith become hereditary? Why can it not be 
made transferable? If your ‘‘hitherto” hath the 
Lord helped ‘‘ me” could only be made payable to 
my order, and mine to yours! Here is one thing in 
which we are all wrong. We squander our experi- 
ence of the divine goodness. We do not deposit it in 
memory to draw interest and accumulate. We fling 
away the proof of yesterday, and it does no good to- 
day. We have all had evidence enough of the divine 
goodness in our ‘‘ hitherto” (if we had only cherished 
it) to convince us that because ‘‘the Lord hath been 
mindful of us, he will bless us.” 

* CINCINNATI, O. 
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God will conquer our foes if we will consecrate 
ourselves. 
Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


‘* How far that little candle throws his beams ! 
So shines a good deed in a naughty world.’’ 


HE weakness of the priest Eli and the wicked- 
ness ot his sons wrought moral havoc in Israel 
for twenty years.. But the righteousness of 

Samuel was a constant lure to a returnto God. The 
awful slaughters of the Philistines helped in the 
same direction. 

When the disasters were intolerable, the people 
naturally turned to Samuel, and he turned them to 
God. He said, ‘‘If ye do truly turn to God, prepare 
your hearts to serve him only, and show it practically 
by putting away strange gods and Ashtaroth.” The 
people did both (v. 4). 

Then Samuel could pray forthem. He was famous 
for his prayers (1 Sam. 8: 6; 12:17; 15: 11). Inter- 
cessory prayer, or prayer for others, is a principle of 
the divine government. It is illustrated in the case 
of Moses for a rebellious people, Job for his friends, 
and in a thousand instances unmentioned. Christ 
ever liveth to make intercession for us all. 

The people joined Samuel with penitence, fasting, 
confession, and consecration (v. 6). Such a union 
must succeed. 

Sacrifice in the appointed way was offered (v. 9). 

Then the Lord answered with sudden help, and 
the lhilistines were discomfited and slain, so that 
they came no more into the borders of Israel during 
the days of Samuel. 

In order that Israel might be brave to strike home, 
and also hat the people might not think that it was 
their bravery alone that won the fight, the Lord gave 
asign. He thundered with a great thunder on the 
Philistines, and that discomfited them. 

The ways of sin toward disaster, the ways of re- 
turning unto God, and the ways of righteousness 
toward success, are illustrated over and over, again 
and again, in all history. In the Bible we are able 
to see them clearly. The hidden causes are all re 
vealed. 
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It takes a spiritual famine to make men appre- 
ciate heavenly bread. 
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The Lesson Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 
Conaitions of God's Help (v. 12). 


1. Consciousness of Need : 
Israel lamented [marg., was drawn together) after Jehovah 
(2). 
Blessed are the poor in spirit (Matt. 5 : 3). 
Sacrifices of God are a broken spirit ( Psa. 51 : 17). 
Nigh unto them... of a broken heart (Psa. 34: 18). 


2. Renunciation of Sin: 

Put away the foreign gods... among you (3). 

Israel did put away the Baalim (4). 
let the wicked forsake his way (Isa. 55 : 7). 

Put away the gods. . . fathers served (Josh. 24 : 14). 
Ye cannot serve God and mammon (Luke 16: 13). 
3- Seeking the Lord: 

Direct your hearts unto Jehovah .. . only (3). 

Children of Israel... served Jehovah only (4). 
Let us return unto Jehovah (Hos. 6: 1). 

Turn unto me with all your heart (Joel 2: 12, 13). 
Draw nigh to God. . . will draw nigh (Jas. 4 : 8). 
4- Sorrow for Sin: 

We have sinned against Jehovah (5, 6). 
I acknowledged my sin unto thee (Psa. 32 : 5). 
I set my face... . with fasting (Dan. 9 : 3-6). 
Blessed are they that mourn (Matt. 5 : 4). 
5. Consecration to God : 

Lams... for a whole burnt-offerirg (8, 9). 

A male without blemish (Lev. 1 : 3, 4). 

Redeemed . . . with precious blood (1 Pet. 1 : 18, 19), 
One died for all, . . . all died (2 Cor. 5 : 14-17). 

6. Working with God: 

Jehovah thundered. ... Israel went out (10, 11). 
Hearest the sound. . . shalt bestir thyself (2 Sam. 5§ : 24). 
Through God we shall do valiantly (Psa. 60 : 12). 
We are God's fellow-workers (1 Cor. 3 : 9). 
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7- Gratitude to God : 

Hitherto hath Jehovah helped us (12). 
Give thanks unto Jehovah ; for he is good (Psa. 118 : 1). 
Not unto us, O Jehovah, not unto us (Psa. 115 : 1). 
Offer up a sacrifice of praise (Heb. 13 : 15). 


a 
Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book “‘ Bible Songs.'’) 


** Jesus calls us o’er the tumult.” 


Psalm 96 : 1-7. 
**O thou, the contrite sinners’ 


(132: 1-6. 193: 1-5.) 


friend."’ Psalm 115 : E-11. 
** Weary of earth, and laden with (165 : 1-3. 23% : 1-3.) 
my sin."’ 


* Aweien 1. in jovful | mm Psalm tor : 1-8. 
wake, my soul, in joyful lays. 7 7 
* Sinful, sighing to be blest.”’ - meg ¢E-§ 908: 8-$,) 
* Lead us, heavenly Father, lead oe Ss 

us.” (138: 1-6. 198: 1-6.) 
‘Depth of mercy! can there be.’ Psalm 47 : 1-9. 
*I was a wandering sheep."’ (63:1,2. 99: 1-5.) 


‘<e 


International Home Readings 


Mon. —1 Sam. 7: 1-13. Samuel the judge. 
TUES.—1 Sam. 12: 1-7. An upright judge. 
WED.—Lev. 26 : 40-46. Promise to penitents. 
THURS.—Deut. 4: 29-40. A merciful God. 
FRI.—Dan. 9: 3-19. Intercession of Daniel 
SAT.—1 Tim. 2: 1-8. Prayer for others. 
SuN.—Psalm gg. Answered prayer. 


(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Association.) 
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A grateful memorial of the past makes a good 
prayer for future mercies, 
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‘**kor the Primary Teacher’? is on page 667. 


For the Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


EAD the story of Israel during Samuel's ad- 
ministration (chaps. 4-8). He is the noblest 
character between Moses and David. The in- 

fluence of one wise, true man at the head of a nation 
is beyond estimate. This is the theme for our study. 
We find in Samuel : 

1. The Patient and Wise Ruler. More than twent 

oo passed after the ark was captured by the Phi- 
istines before the people recovered from that blow. 
The ark had been returned to them (7 : 1, 2), but they 
had not had interest enough in Jehovah to put it in a 
sanctuary. Samuel was the prophet of Israel during 
all that time (3 : 20, 21; 4: 1). Show your pupils: 

(1.) His stedfastness. He could not have had great 
influence tili he had won their confidence. Impatient 
reformers must have accused him of unfaithfulness 
and weakness. ‘They must have asked of what use 
was he as a judge when he allowed the people to 
neglect Jehovah and serve the Philistines. But 
Samuel was a man of great persistence of purpose. 
He knew he was called of God to his office. He was 
in it for life, whether or not he could win the way- 
ward and discouraged people. 

(2.) His condition of assuming leadership. There 
came a time when ‘‘all the house of Israel was drawn 
together after Jehovah.” Then was the prophet’s 
opportunity. Read the summary of his preaching 
(v. 3) as he went on his circuit as judge. The whole 
territory could be seen from Mizpah (v. 16). There 
he gathered the people when they had responded to 
his appeal (v. 4). He would lead them if they would 
serve Jehovah only. 

(3.) Ais reliance on God. Samuel had always 
wanted to lead them to Jehovah in prayer. But con- 
fession must come first. Now there was a searching 
of heart at Mizpah (v. 6), and Samuel judged them 
as they confessed their sins. Their wrongs toward 
one another were laid before him and righted. All 
these steps are preliminary to social renewal. 

2. The Victorious Leader. Samuel was now in the 
place of power. Show how he used it: 

(1.) Azs use of the fear of the people. Their as- 
sembling at his call provoked their enemy. Up from 
the lowlands swarmed the Philistines as the Israel- 
ites were praying. But confession of their sins had 

ut new life into them. They were afraid, but their 
ear did not move them to run away or surrender. 
They called on their leader to pray more earnestly, 
and joined with him in crying unto ‘‘ Jehovah our 
God” (v. 9). Cowardice is fear without courage, the 
consciousness of having nothing to fight for. Cor- 
rupt bosses are doomed when the people really want 
honest government and believe in God. 

(2.) Ais use of Providence (vs. 10, 11). The thun- 
derstorm, which would have frightened the people 


before ~_ had confessed their sins, now gave them 
courage. It was God working forthem. They rushed 
out of their fastnesses, smote and pursued their ter- 
rified foes. Whatever the occasion of victory to re- 
pentant men, it is providential because they are in a 
spiritual condition to take advantage of it. 

(3.) His use of the history of the people. Two 
battles had been fought on the same spot. One was 
a terrible defeat for Israel (4: 11); the other, a mighty 
victory. Samuel kept the reasons for defeat and 
triumph in the minds of the people by setting up a 
monument between the watch-tower and the tooth- 
shaped rock (v. 12). Their past was made a continual 
witness to them that ‘hitherto hath Jehovah helped 
us.’’ Thus came permanent peace. The Philistines 
were driven out, and stayed out. The Israelites re- 
covered the territory they had lost. 


Suggestive Topics 

Show your pupils by this record the man who was 
great because of his trust in God, his acceptance of a 
high office as the task for a lifetime, his love for a 
degenerate ple, and his perseverance under great 
difficulties till he brought them to realize their con- 
dition and their possibilities for righteousness and 
independence. 

The little lad of the village of Ramah; the faithful 
servant of the tabernacle at Shiloh; the judge at 
Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah; the victorious general 
who prayed to the Lord before the battle, and set up 
a monument to him after it; the wise ruler after he 
had won the consent of the people to be governed by 
him,—all this splendid life can be imitated to-day. 
It is the kind of life to which every disciple of Christ 
is called. 

Boston. 


i 
For the Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


Israel’s Deliverance by Samuel 


[. THe GENERAL PREPARATION (1 Sam. 4: 146 to 7). 
{For each member ef the Bible class.] 

According to Rabbinic tradition (not, it must be 
confessed, particularly reliable) the age of Samuel, 
when he was first made conscious of God's will to- 
ward Eli and himself, was twelve years. The story 
told in the ~~" certainly remresents him as at 
a tender age. ow long after tlat occurrence it was 
that he came to the maturity and popular influence 
which we must take for granted in explaining the 


. events of chapter 7, can only be conjectuied. The 


‘twenty years” of verse 2 is, doubtless, a round 
number; yet at least as much time as that may welt 
have elapsed before the young prophet became 2 
recognized leader and could inspire such popular 
confidence that the people would shake off their 
timidity at his summons. 
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The author of the Book of Samuel is not intent 
upon explaining this acquisition of influence. He 
assumes it as secure, and explains by it the sum- 
moning of the people, their inspiriting, their religious 
revival, and their victory over the Philistines, all re- 
sulting in the establishment of Samuel as their ruler 
and judge. 

The long gap is filled up only by relating the 
political disaster which overtook the Israelites soon 
after Samuel's call. The Philistine encroachments, 
which had found earlier expression in the border 
forays in which Samson distinguished himself, cul- 
minated in a determined invasion of Central Pales- 
tine which was thoroughly successful. The Israelites 
were routed, the sacred ark was captured, and garri- 
sons (1 Sam. 10: &; 13: 3) were established in the 
conquered territory. Their claim to the sovereignty 
thus made good was not relinquished until King 
David crushed them. 

The captured ark brought only disaster with it 
until they returned it, with all due honor, to the land 
where it belonged. This evidence of Jehovah's power 
the writer strengthens by the narrative which is the 
particular theme of the lesson. Samuel saw, in course 
of time, the opportunity for rallying and arousing his 
pores. He had, perhaps, long bided his time; now 

e could take the bold initiative. 

His unquestioned dominance over all Israel, testi- 
fied to in Chapter 7, is a puzzle to the student of bibli- 
cal history, especially its reconciliation with the data 
of 1 Samuel g: 1-15. Apparently, in chapters 1 to 15 
we find two portraitures of Samuel,—as ruler of the 
whole people and as a locally popular prophet. Each 
recognizes his influence, but neither seems conscious 
of the other kind of influence. Probably an accurate 
knowledge of all the facts would explain both lines 
of record and relieve the difficulty. 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

Note by the Editor.—Professor Sanders has prepared a leaflet 
naming useful books bearing on these Old Testament studies, and 
containing also practical suggestions on the conduct of a Senior Bible 
Class. It will be sent for a two-cent stamp by the Publishers, 103 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 

These chapters abound in textual and critical puz- 
zles best explained by such a work as H. P. Smith's 
critical commentary on Samuel (International Critical 
Commentary), Kirkpatrick’s Cambridge Bible on 
‘* First Samuel,” or any any! of the Hebrew peo- 
ple, such as Kent’s, Kittel’s, or ttley’s, give adequate 
suggestions. The Bible dictionaries on ‘‘ Samuel” 
will be worth noting; also on ‘ Philistines.” 


III. QuEsTIONs FoR STUDY AND DIscussIon. 

[To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for careful consideration, 
to members of the class.] 

1. The Philistines. (1.) Where did this people 
live, and whence are they supposed to have come? 
(2.) What impression regarding their qualities do 
chapters 4 to 6 give the reader ? 

2. The Journeyings of the Ark. (3.) With what 
purpose did the Philistines carry the ark to Ashdod ? 
(4.) What was the lesson of the whole episode to 
Philistia and to Israel ? 

3. The Gradual Ascendency of Samuel. (5.) How 
long a time must have intervened before his second 
appearance on behalf of the people? (6.) How was 
his pre-eminence and authority established ? (7.) To 
what use did he put his leadership ? 

4. The Great Gorising. (8.) Is it always true that 
a national repentance in some form must precede a 
national self-assertion? (9.) Who, in the opinion of 
the writer of 1 Samuel, was the real opponent of the 
Philistines ? 7 

5. The Days of Samuel the Judge. (10.) What 
characterized these days as far as Israel was con- 
cerned ? 


IV. Some Leapinc THovucuts. 
[For general discussion under the direction of the leader. ] 


No one has a greater influence over men than he 
who is known te be a man of God. 

The divine blessing can only be expected by those 
who ‘‘ put away all foreign gods." 

God never fails to respond in some form to a cry of 
needy faith. 

Yace UNIVERSITY. 


There is a clear sense in which all life is religious, 
whether we pray upward or downward. Ay, up- 
ward or downward, pray we must. So long as there 
is need there must be prayer. This is not a question 
to be settled by academic experts ; it is settled from 
before the foundation of the world....In all the 
rush and tumult and tragedy and deathliness of life, 
I hear a plash of great soft tears, falling from the 
kind heavens. I feei—I know—I am sure beyond 
doubt, that at the heart of things stands a Pity infi- 
nite and redeeming.—/oseph Parker, D.D. 





at the very time when you haven't a Bible or a lesson-paper at 
| hand. Better have our Pocket Edition of the International 
| sw an with you. 25 cents, cloth; 50 cents, leather. Fifty- 


| You often want to look over the Sunday-sciool lesson just 


two blank pages for your own personal notes. 
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CHRISTMAS LESSON 


(For those who prefer this to the regular lesson for December 21) 


Luke 2: 8-20. (Read Isa. 9 


: 1-7; Heb. 1.) Memory verses: 10, II. 


Golden Text: For unto you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.—Luke 2: II. 


COMMON VERSION. 

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in 
the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them ; and they were 
sore afraid. 

10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. 

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

12 And this sha// de a sign unto you ; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddiimy.clothes, lying in a manger. 

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men. 

15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us 
now go even unto Béth’le-hem, and see this thing which is 
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 

16 And they came with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the babe lying in a manger. 

17 And when they had seen é#, they made known abroad the 
saying which was told them concerning this child. 

18 And all they that heard #¢ wondered at those things which 
were told them by the shepherds. 

19 But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in 
her heart. 

zo And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told 
unto them. 
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The Lesson Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


What the Shepherds Found in Bethlehem 
1. A Babe: 


Born to you this day (11). 
A babe wrapped in swaddling clothes (12). 
Born of the seed of David (Rom. 1 : 3) 
Flesh and blood, . . . in like manner (Heb. 2: 14). 
Made in the likeness of men (Phil. 2: 7). 
2. A Saviour: 
Born to you... a Saviour (11), 
His name Jesus... shall save his people (Matt. 1: 21), 
The Son of man came to.. . save (Luke 19: 10). 
In none other is there salvation (Acts 4 : 12). 
3. A King: 
Who is Christ the Lord (12) 
The government. . . upon his shoulder (Tsa. 9 : 6), 
King of kings, and Lord of Lords ( Rev. 19 : 16). 
At the name... every knee should bow (Phil. 2: 10), 
4- A Joy-Giver : 
Good tidings of great joy (10). 
We also rejoice in God (Rom. § : 11). 
Rejoice in the Lord always (Phil. 4: 4). 
Believing, ye rejoice greatly (1 Pet. 1 : 8). 
g- A Peace-Bringer : 
On earth peace among men (14). 
We have peace with God (Rom, 5: 1). 
Peace to you that were far off (Eph. 2: 17). 
Peace through the blood of his cross (Col. 1 : 20), 
6. A Praise-Maker : 
Glory to God in the highest (14). 
Returned, glorifying and praising God (20). 
Unto him be the glory (Eph. 3 : 20, 21). 
Unto the Lamb be the blessing (Rev. 5 : 13) 


). 
% 
Even angel songs will be but wasted sounds if 
they do not lead us to search for the Saviour. 
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Teaching Points 
By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 


4 N ALL human literature there is no richer message 
( than this lesson. It reveals another realm. 

Space is not an empty waste. There are Gulf 
Streams of power and life in which float fair argosies 
of worlds as verdant islands in tropic seas. 

Space is populous. Along its interstellar highways 
throng the armies of the living God, ‘‘ ten thousand 
times ten thousand, in sparkling raiment bright "’ 
Heaven is real. It is liable to break into song on 
any fit occasion. 

The inhabitants have wide intelligence, lively 
sympathy, are worshipers toward God, and interested 
in men. The way we have all come into this world 
from that is lofty, royal, and sublime, fit for God to 
travel himself. It is more highly creative than mak- 


AMERICAN REVISION. 

8 And there were shepherds in the same country abiding in 
the field, and keeping ' watch by night over their flock. 9 And 
an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone round about them : and they were sore afraid. to And 
the angel said unto them, Be not afraid ; for behold, I bring 
you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all the people : 
11 for there is born to you this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is ?Christ the Lord. 12 And this és the sign 
unto you: Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
and lying ina manger. 13 And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth 3 peace among ‘men in whom he is well 

pleased. 

15 And it came to pass, when the angels went away from them 
into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go 
even unto Bethlehem, and see this 5 thing that is come to pass, 
which the Lord hath made known unto us. 16 And they came 
with haste, and found both Mary and Joseph, and the babe 
lying in the manger. 17 And when they saw it, they made 
known concerning the saying which was spoken to them about 
this child. 18 And all that heard it wondered at the things 
which were spoken unto them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary 
kept all these ®sayings, pondering them in her heart. 20 And 
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen, even as it was spoken 
unto them. 


' Or, night-watches * Or, Anointed Lord % Many ancient authori- 
ties read "Peace, good pleasure among men. *Gr. men of good pleas- 
ure. »° Or, saying © Or, things 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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ing heaven and earth. 
divine love. 

This birth was not an event for which no prepara- 
tion had been made. It had been in the mind of God 
from before the foundation of the .world. It was to 
be the culmination of all the works of all the ages. 
Prophecy had kept it before the mind of men in its 
most minute particulars, Dynasties had perished, 
and races disappeared, but there was one con- 
tinuous power and intelligence that kept this hope of 
a Messiah alive in human thought. Every well- 
taught mother might expect that somehow her child 
might be the savior of herself and the world. The 
Desire of Nations was to be fulfilled. 

All God’s work is authenticated. Signs or miracles 
are given to credential a message or a messenger 
(v. 12). The facts were found to correspond to the 

rediction (v. 16). This birth is a glory to God (v. 14). 

tis the highest manifestation of his character. 


It throbs with human and 


‘* "Twas great to speak a world from naught ; 
"Twas greater to redeem."’ 

The shepherds found only a babe, but they ‘‘re- 
turned, glorifying and praising God” (v. 20). We 
find him come to manhood, to universal empire, over 
world and hearts, not on this world merely, but as- 
a on high that he might fillallthings. Glory 
be to God! This good news shall be to all people. 

UNIVERSITY Park, COLO. 
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Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


T IS NIGHT. I see on a plain some men quietly 
sitting down. What are they doing? In the dis- 
tance I see some lights dimly burning. In what 

town are they ? Suddenly the men are bathed in bril- 
liant light. What has caused this light ? ThenI hear 
a voice saying something. Ask some teacher to tell 
you what the words spoken were. When the light 


first appeared, how did the shepherds feel? Now 
the scene changes, and many persons appear. Who 
are they? Listen, they are singing. Ask some 


teacher to give the words of their song. Now, when 
all is still once more, what do the shepherds do? 
Whom did they find in the stable? After the shep- 
herds had gone away, did they keep these tidings to 
themselves? What did they do? What was the 
feeling of those to whcm the shepherds told their good 
news? When, at last, they went back to their flocks, 
what did they do? 

Now go back again to the beginning of the story. 
Ask what the first glad experience of the shepherds 
that night was. It was that they heard Good News. 
Put that on the board. The next thing that we no- 
tice is that they Heeded this message. Did not ail 
who heard this news heed it? No; for when the 
wise men came to Jerusalem to inquire where he was 
that was born King of‘ the Jews, the chief priests 
heard but did not heed the message; for they did not 
take the trouble to go six miles to Bethlehem to find 
out whether it was true. Then when the shepherds 
had heeded the tidings, what more did they do? 
They Heralded the news far and near. Put down 
that word. But, inall this, what a good example they 
set us in these later days. We too have the good 
news. Have we heeded it? And, if so, have we 
heralded it as well? Now put on the board the 
words Have You Done This? and you have the 
application of the lesson to the scholar of modern 
times. 
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Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old end new editions of the 
metrical Psalm boox * Bivle Songs.’’) 


** Once in royal David's city Psalm 100 : 1-5. 


**O little town of Bethlehem !"’ (141: 1-3. 200: 1-4.) 
** It came upon the midnight clear.'' Psalm 23 : 1-6. 
** All my heart this night rejoices (247: 1-4. 44: 1-5.) 
‘‘ Hark ! what mean those holy Psalm 118 : 19-26 
voices."’ ot teak ° Se 
‘** Angels from the realms of glory."’ p an a Spy we -4-) 
‘‘ Christians, awake ! salute the sasieci Pie, ah thas 
happy morn.” (216:6-9. 310: 6-9.) 
** While shepherds watched their * Psalm 113 : 1-8. 
flocks by night."’ (163: 1-5. 229: 1-4.) 


“ 


When all voices sing God's pratse, all lives shall 
know his peace. 
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The Angels and the Shepherds 


By J. R. Miller, D.D. 


RADITION has fixed the exact spot where the 
shepherds were tavored with the visit from the 
angels. But we do not need to trouble ourselves 

with tradition. The Bible does not concern itself half 
so much with places as with events. We know that 
there were shepherds watching their flocks some- 
where near Bethlehem that night, and that they saw 
the heavenly messengers and heard their message,— 
and that is enough for us to know. 

It was to lowly shepherds at their common task 
that the angels appeared. We do not need to run 
away trom our commonplace duty to find angels, or 
to have them come to us. If any of the shepherds 
had stayed away from their watching that night, 
they would have missed the blessed vision. Any 
time we shirk a duty because it is hard, or irksome, 
or too lowly, we miss a benediction. The best place 
for us to be at any hour, the place that is nearest to 
heaven, the place most surely in the way of divine 
revealing, is the post of duty. Work and worship 
are not incompatible,—lowliest work and holiest wor- 
ship. It is remarkable that nearly always heaven’s 
revelations have been made to men busy at their toil. 


Yet there is a legend which says that one shepherd 
was kept at home that night, to watch by one who 
was sick, and needed him. The other shepherds saw 
the angels and the Babe in the manger, but all night 
long Shemuel sat alone by the restless sufferer and 
waited. His fellow-shepherds spoke pityingly to 
him of what he had missed, but in his lowly serving 
Shemuel had bjessing and reward of his own. He 
missed, indeed, the splendors of that night in the 
fields, and in his serving he gave his own life; but he 
did his duty of love, and was not forgotten. 


‘* Shemuel by the fever-bed, 
Touched by beckoning hands that led, 
Died, and saw the Uncreated ; 
All his fellows lived and waited.”’ 


The shepherds were afraid when they saw the 
glory, but they were quickly reassured. We need 
never be afraid of God or any of his messengers, in 
whatever form they come tous. Sometimes God's 
angels come in somber garb, yet even then they 
bring blessing and good to us. But the messenger 
who came from heaven that night brought the most 
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wonderful news it was ever the privilege of any ang-l 
to bear. He came to tellof the wondrous iove of God 
for men, and of the birth of him who was to be the 
Saviour of the world. His tidings were indeed tidings 
of great joy. he joy that began then was for the shep- 
herds; but it is for us as well, for eacn believer has 
his own advent, hears his own angel's message, and 
finds the Christ for himself. All these centuries the 
joy has been slowly working its way through the 
world. Wherever it goes it wipes away tears. Zach 
Christmas the joy is renewed, for the da‘ brings 
great gladness, and it is ours to help to wpread it 
among men. 

Every word of the angel’s message is radiant with 
meaning. ‘‘ There is born.” Many children were 
born that night, but this one was different from all 
the others,—he was the Son of God. All the names 
by which the angel called him are suggestive. He 
was a ‘‘ Saviour.” This tellsof his mission. ‘‘ Thou 
shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people 
from their sins." He was the ‘‘ Christ.” This fixed 
his identity as the Messiah of Jewish prophecy and 
hope. He was the ‘‘Lord.” ‘This indicated his 
place as the One having all authority, the right to 
reign. 

The angel hastened to tell the shepherds by what 
marks they should know this Child when they sought 
for him throughout Bethlehem. They would not find 
him in any glorious garb, as would seem befitting such 
a personage, but wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger. Heaven's greatness does not need 
earth’s splendors to deck it out,—what empty things 
all these tinsels and trappings are! The greatness is 
in the person, not in the garments he wears. 

One angel came to tell the wonderful news, but 
scarcely had he ended his words to the shepherds 
when the place was thronged with angels innumer- 
able, and a glad burst of song was heard. ‘Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace among 
men in whom he is well pleased.’’ To God was all 
the glory to be given for this revealing of love and 
mercy. The world had not sought it. God was first 
in loving. ‘‘ We love him because he first loved us.”’ 
‘‘On earth peace.” Christ was the Prince of Peace. 
He came to make peace in his own life and by his 
cross, and then to give peace. The glory was God’s; 
the blessing is ours. 
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We must note the simple faith of the shepherds. 
They did not propose to go to Bethlehem to see if 
what the angels had told them was true—they be- 
lieved their words unquestioningly. ‘‘ Let us now 
go even unto Bethlehem,”’—or ‘‘ across to Bethlehem,” 
as some scholars would have it, hastening by the 
nearest way, in their eagerness to get there,—'‘‘ and 
see this thing that is come to pass, which the Lord 
hath made known unto us.” It would be a great 
thing for us if we accepted the words of revelation 
with the same implicit faith, and instead of question- 
ing them, or wondering if they are really true, would 
hasten to claim the blessings promised, knowing that 
we shall find just what the words tell us we shall 
find. 


These shepherds were the first to hear the good 
news, and the first to tell the news to others. They 
went away from the manger and made known what 
the angel had told them about the wondrous Child. 
We are told also of the shepherds that they returned 
to their place in the fields, and to their lowly duty. 
We might suppose that, after seeing such wonderful 
things,—the throng of angels, and then the infant 
Jesus,—they would have been too full of ecstasy to 
think of their common task-work for that night, or 
would have thought this watching their sheep unfit 
service for them now since such wonderful revealings 
had been made to them. But, instead of this, they 
went back to their work as if nothing had happened. 
No spiritual exaltation should ever unfit us for the 
commonest tasks. Duty, however lowly it may be, 
is always radiant as ministry of highest angels. 

We hear nothing more of these shepherds. They 
had done their part in honoring Christ and in telling 
the story to others, and now they ‘“‘ pass out of our 
sight, leaving us the example of their heavenward 
look and their simple faith, and leaving, too, their 
glorias, which in multiplied reverberations fill all 
lands and all times, the earthly prelude of the new, 
the eternal song.” 

PHILADELPHIA. 





One of the neatest little gifts you could present to each 
member of your class is a copy of our Pocket Edition of the 
International Lessons. In leather, 50 cents ; in cloth, 25 cents. 








ae al 


How to Illustrate the Lesson 
By Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 


A Breath from the Sky 


N ANGEL of the Lord stood by them (v. 9). A 
A nobleman in Scotland received a present of a 
fine eagle, but it sickened in confinement until 
it seemed as though it would die. One day he went 
out to look at it, and was shocked at its drooping 
wings and film-covered eyes. le said to himself, 
‘It is a pity this splendid bird should die here like 
that; I will give it its freedom.” He took it out on 
the summit of a mountain and set it upon a rotk, and 
went off and lay down in the heather, to watch what 
would happen. Presently he saw it lift its head, 
and open its eyes and look. The eagle’s eye saw 
something in the upper air which the man could not 
see, and its ear heard something which the man 
could not hear; but as he watched he soon saw a 
speck in the sky, which grew rapidly larger, until 
presently he saw that it was another eagle coming 
down. Down, down it swept, with a scream of 
exultation, and passed over the sick eagle, and 
fanned it with its mighty wings. Again it swung 
round, and the second time seemed to fairly lift it up 
upon its own broad pinions, until the discouraged 
eagle, gathering strength from the contact with the 
messenger from the sky, spread its wings and soared 
away into the fathomless blue. The angel of the 
Lord could inspire the hearts of the shepherds, and 
start their hopes heavenward, because he came from 
heaven himself. 
Scattering our Joy 
Joy which shall be to all the people (v. 10) A 
young lady sent ten dollars to a certain deaconess 
home, asking that it be spent upon her wedding-day 
to make somebody happy. Three deaconesses di- 
vided the money between them, and, oh, wnat magic 
they wrought with it! One carried to an old lady, a 
suffering invalid, a pair of blankets, some fruit, 
sugar, and fish. To a woman dying of cancer an- 
other carried delicacies and flowers. There were 
seven children in this home, and the eldest, a boy 
with lung trouble, was doing the family housework. 
Fruit was taken to three ‘‘ shut-ins” at the hospital; 
for a young girl lying ill, without money or friends, 
some things badly needed were purchased; a bed- 
tidden sufferer, racked with pain for fifteen years, 
received fruit and flowers; rent was paid for a poor 
sick woman, that she might keep a roof over herself 
and her little children; and provisions were taken to 
several empty cupboards. How joyously the mar- 
riage bells must have rung out for her who, in the 


midst of her own happiness, did not forget the sor- 
row about her! We all ought to have a hand in 
making the Christmas bells sound like that in the 
ears of all the people. 


The Boy and the Pilot 

A Saviour, who ts Christ the Lord (v.11). Bishop 
Thoburn tells the story of a journey on an Ohio River 
steamer. The bishop was seated on deck near the 
pilot-house. As the boat neared the wharf he noticed 
a boy on the wharf, waiting, with eager countenance, 
for the gang-plank to be thrown out. Immediately 
he sprang on board, quickly ran up the staircase to 
the deck, and hurried on to the pilot-house. The 
boy greeted the pilot with great affection, and then he 
climbed on the pilot’s knee. Seeing that there was 
a bond of affection and a remarkable fellowship be- 
tween the man and the boy, the bishop asked for an 
explanation. The pilot said that, some months be- 
fore, the boy had slipped off the wharf just as the 
boat was approaching, and he had plunged in and 
seized the lad as he rose the second time, and swam 
with him to the shore. The sharing of danger led to 
the joy of saving. This is but a faint emblem of 
that rich fellowship which results when we yield our 
hearts to be saved by Jesus Christ. No time is more 
glorious than Christmas time for the beginning of 
such a fellowship. 


The Visit of the Prince 


And suddenly there was with the angel a multi- 
tude of the heavenly host (v. 13). There lived long 
ago in Persia a vagabond poet, who was in reality a 
prince of very large possessions. He wandered 
about in rags, singing his songs and begging his 
bread. Sometimes a poor family would invite him 
to come into their house, and sit with them at their 
humble meal; but always at such times servants in 
disguise would bring from the poet-prince’s palace 
dishes of gold and rich viands, and a kingly feast 
would dazzle and delight the lowly home. It is like 
that when Christ comes. When he came to the 
manger in the little town of Bethlehem, the angel 
choirs from heaven came down to make appropriate 
music ; and so Christ will come into the poorest 
heart, where there is nothing but sin and evil, and 
he will bring with him the feast and the music, and 
the angels will cater on that glorious occasion. None 
need fear to invite Jesus because, as people some- 
times say, ‘‘I am not good enough.” Jesus brings 
the goodness, and furnishes everything that is needed 
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for the feast except the surrender of our empty hearts 
to him. 


The Truce of Christ: :as 

And on earth peace among men (vy. 14). On the 
evening of the 25th of December, 1870, when tl. 
Franco-Prussian war was going on, a French captaii 
was asked by one of his men for permission to leay 
the trenches. The captain refused, thinking h 
wanted to go to Paris, but the man pointed towar 
the German lines, and said he wished to go in tha 
direction. The captain's curiosity was aroused, anu 
he granted him permission, but warned him that he 
would probably get killed. ‘‘ No fear,” he said, and, 
leaping over the ramparts, he walked into the middk 
of the plain. His comrades followed him with thei: 
eyes, listening for the sharp crack of the enemy’s 
rifles, and expecting at every step to see him fall. 
Not a sound, save the crunching of the frozen snow 
beneath his feet! As soon as he had come within 
hearing of the German sentinels, he paused, saluted, 
and began to sing a well-known Christmas hymn, 
with the refrain: 


=‘* Noel! Noel! Christ is King of Israel !’’ 


It was so unexpected, and so simply done, the 
strain took from the night, the scene, the circum- 
stances, such a beauty and sublimity, that the least 
religious of them hung upon his lips, and the hardes‘- 
hearted were moved. The Germans neither spoke 
nor stirred. The simple strain had doubtless made 
them think of home, and of the happy groups around 
the glittering Christmas trees beyond the Rhine. 
When the singer was done, he gave another military 
salute, turned on his heel, and walked back to the 
French line. ‘‘ Well, captain,’’ said he, ‘‘ are you 
sorry that you gave me leave?" Before a reply 
could be made, a soldier had begun to move across 
the snow from the opposite camp. He also saluted, 
and, between the companies of armed men, he sang 
a lovely German version of the ‘* Noel, Noel,” that 
the French recruit had sung. He sang the hymn 
through, verse by verse, and when he came to the 
refrain, the soldiers in both camps joined in the 
chorus: 


** Noel! Noel! Christ hath ransomed Israel] !’’ 


The same emotion filled all hearts. All diversitics 
and enmities had. been forgotten in the presence of 
the Prince of peace. Shall this Christmas time find 
him indeed and in truth the Prince of peace in your 
heart ? 

New York Ciry. 
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On our humanity He comes tous, that on his divin- 

ily we may go to him. 


For the Primary Teacher 


By George H. Archibald 


I. Topic for the Quarter: The Heavenly Father’s 
Love and Care for his Children. 


Il. Lesson Topic : Christmas Lesson. 


Ill, Golden Text: For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord.—Luke 2: 11. 


IV. Result Sought : 
A generous Christmas spirit. 
V. Starting-Points: 

(Note.—Starting-point No. 1 is used in the development of this 
lesson. The others are merely suggestive, and may be used by the 
teacher, if preferred. 

1. A talk about Christmas Eve. 

2. Glad faces contrasted with gloomy ones. 
3. A talk about shepherds and sheep. 

4. Songs of praise. 


Vi. Suggested Steps in the Teaching Process 
1. PREPARATION FOR THE LESSON STORY. 


Begin by a talk with the children about the Christ- 
mas season. Wish them ‘‘a merry Christmas.” Do 
not emphasize the happiness which comes from giv- 
ing Christmas presents. A good teacher will allow 
the lesson stories to do that. As a preparation, 
merely introduce the Christmas subjects, and then 
go right on to the lesson story. 


2. Lesson STory. 


Boys and girls, I want to tell you two Christmas 
stories,—one about the first Christmas Day, and one 
about a Christmas Day not long ago. Our first 
Christmas story is about some shepherds who were 
awake nearly all the night before the first Christmas 
Day. These shepherds were away out upon the 
hills, taking care of their sheep. They made a fire 
near the sheepfold, and then they all sat around it 
and watched. Suddenly they saw coming toward 
them a beautiful angel, whose face and clothes shone 
with a wonderful light. As they looked, the light 
grew brighter and brighter, and spread all around, 
until the whole sky seemed filled with it. Then the 
shepherds were afraid. But the angel spoke to 
them, and said: ‘‘Do not be afraid. I have come 
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to bring you a message which you will all be glad to 
hear. The Christ-child is born in the city of Beth- 
lehem, and, if you go there, you will find the baby 
boy lying in a stable with his father and mother.” 

Then the shepherds saw a great many other angels 
in the bright fight. and they all began to sing a 
beautiful song of praise, because they were so glad 
that the dear Christ-child was born. The shepherds 
were glad too, They cried out one to the other, 
‘‘The Christ-child has come! the long-promised 
Christ-child has come!" As soon as the bright light 
had faded away, and the angels had gone back to 
heaven, they said to one another, *‘ Let us start right 
away to find the Christ-child.”. So they hurried at 
once to the city, and it was not long before they 
found the stable where the baby was. They found 
him lying there on the hay, near the sheep and the 
cows; and they kneeled down by the side of his crib, 
and looked into his dear little face. After they had 
bowed their heads, and thanked the heavenly Father 
for sending the dear Christ-child into the world, they 
went away and told their friends about him. 

If the Christ-child had not come to the world, we 
should never™iiave any Christmas Day. Those who 
love the Christ-child try to make people happy on his 
birthday. Let me tell you how one little girl did so. 

The following story is taken from ‘* Mother Stories,” 
by Maud Lindsay (published by the Milton Bradley 
Company, Springfield, Massachusetts). 

It was almost Christmas time when one of the 
white ships that sail across the sea brought a little 
German girl named Gretchen, with her father and 
mother, to find a new home in our dear land. 

Gretchen knew all about Christmas. She had 
heard the story of the loving Christ-child over and 
over, and in her home in Germany she had kept his 
birthday, and enjoyed it, ever since she could re- 
member. 

Every year, a little before Christmas, her shoes 
had been placed in the garden, for Rupert, who is 
one of Santa Claus’s German helpers, to fill; and 
every year she found a Christmas tree lighted for 
her on Christmas Day. She wondered a little, as she 
came across the ocean, how she would keep Christ- 
mas inthe new country. And she wondered still 
more when they reached a great city, and had their 
‘* boxes” carried up so many stairs to.a little room in 
a boarding-house. 

Gretchen's mother did not like boarding-houses,— 
no, indeed !—and their first thought was to find a 
place where they might feel at home. But the very 
next morning after their long journey the dear father 
was too ill to lift his head from the pillow, and Gret- 
chen and her mother were very sad for many days. 
Up so high in a boarding-house is not pleasant 
(even if you do seem nearer the stars) when some- 
body you love is sick. And then, too, Gretchen 
began to think that Santa Claus and Rupert had 
forgotten her, for, when she set her two little wooden 
shoes outside the door, they were never filled with 
goodies, and people stumbled over them, and scolded. 

The tears would roll down Gretchen's fat, rosy 
cheeks, and fall into the empty shoes, and she de- 
cided that the people in America did not keep Christ- 
mas, and wished she was in her own Germany again. 
One day, however, a good woman in the house felt 
sorry ‘rt the lonely little German girl who could 
“P sax no English, and she asked Gretchen's mother 
if Gretchen might go with her to see the beautiful 
stores. She was only a poor woman, and had no 
presents to give away ; but she knew how to be kind 
to Gretchen, and she took her hand, and smiled at 
her very often as she hurried along the crowded 
Streets. 

* * * * 

Oh, it was splendid to be in the toy-shop the day 
before Christmas! All the tin soldiers stood up 
straight and tall, looking as if they were just ready 
to march when the big drums and the little drums 
which hung over their heads should call them. 

The fine lady dolls were dressed in their best. 
One of them was a princess, and wore a white satin 
dress, and had a crown on her head. She sat on a 
throne in one of the windows, with all the other dolls 
around her; and it was in this very window that 
Gretchen saw a baby doll which made her forget all 
the rest. 

* + = . * 

Such 2 dear paby doll! She must have been made 
for a Christmas gift, Gretchen thought, and, if the 
good giver came to this queer American land, he 
surely would find her. How could she let him know 
where she was? She thought about it al! the way 
home, and all day long, tul the gas was lighted down 
in tne great city and the stars were lighted up above, 
and the time of his coming drew very near. 

The father was better; but the mother had said, 
with tears in her eyes, that there could be no Christ- 
mas-tree for them that year. So Gretchen did not 
worry them, but she vrapp.d herself up in a blanket 
and shawl, and, taking ce shoes in her hand, she 
crept downstairs, thiough the door, out to the woodeu 
stoop. There had | er, a light fall of snow that day, 
but it was a mild .4ristmas, and Gretchen set her 
shoes evenly together, and then sat down beside 
them; tom she had made up her mind to watch them 
until Santa Claus came by. 
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It was hundreds and hundreds of years since the 
Christ-child slept in the manger, but this same night, 
in the great city, a little American girl named Mar- 
garet had her heart so full of his love and joy that 
she wanted to make everybody happy for the dear 
Christ’s sake. 

She had waked up early the day before Christmas, 
and all day long she had been doing loving deeds ; 
and, when evening came, and the bells began to ring, 
she started with a basket of toys to a mission church, 
where she was to help Santa Claus by giving gifts to 
the children of the poor. 

Her papa was with her, and they were so glad 
that they sang gay Christmas carols, and kept time 
to them with their feet as they hurried down the 
street, right by the wooden stoop, just as Gretchen 
fell asleep by her empty shoes. The moon had seen 
those empty shoes, and was filling them with moon- 
beams. The stars had seen them, and peeped into 
them with pity, and, when Margaret and her father 
saw them, they cried out to each other, for they had 
been in Germany, and they knew that the little 
owner was waiting for the good St. Nicholas. 

‘* What can we give her?” whispered Margaret’s 
Pape. as he looked down at his bundles. 

ut Margaret knew, for she took from her basket 
a baby doll,—one that looked as if it wanted to be 
loved,—and laid it tenderly across the wooden shoes. 
Then Margaret lifted a corner of the blanket from 
Gretclien’s rosy face, and shouted ‘‘ Merry Christ- 
mas !"" with so much heartiness that the little girl 
woke up with a start, to find, not Margaret and her 
papa,—for they had run away,—but, oh ! wonder of 
wonders ! the dearest Christmas gift that ever came 
to a homesick little girl, and made her feel at home. 
3. TRANSITION. 

What were the shepherds doing on the night of the 
first Christmas Eve? As they watched their sheep, 
what wonderful thing happened? What did the 
angels say to them? What is the Golden Text? 
When the shepherds heard this, what did they do? 
Where did they find the Christ-child? When they 
had found him, what did they do? 

What country did little Gretchen come from? Why 
was she so sad on Christmas Eve? Where did she 
= her little wooden shoes? Who made Gretchen 

appy that Christmas morning? How did she do it ? 
4. TrutH EMPHASIZED. 

How could each of us make somebody happy this 
Christmas time? Let us all shut our eyes, and think 
of some ways to doit. Now let us bow our heads, 
and ask the heavenly Father, who sent the dear 
Christ-child, to help us. 


Sie 
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Vil. Blackboard 


1. Sketch the hills, and the city of Bethlehem in 
the distance. Represent the sheep in the sheepfold, 
and indicate the shepherds by movable pieces of 
paper. 

2. As the story progresses, sketch the fire around 
which the shepherds sit, and the bright light from 
heaven. Erase the light as the vision comes to an end. 

3. Indicate the progress to Bethlehem by moving 
the shepherds along the road towards Bethlehem. 


























Vill. Pictures 
The Arrival of the Shepherds, by Lerolle. 
The Angels and the Shepherds, by PlockhGrst. 


[A leaflet containing valuable suggestions as to how to make the 
best use of these primary helps, with a selected list of books useful 
for primary teachers, will be sent free, by the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa., upon request.} 
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Jesus ts the exposition of Jehovah. 
a al 
International Home Readings 


Mon.—Luke 2: 8-20. Christmas lesson. 
TUES.—Luke 2 : 25-35. Simeon's prophecy. 
WED.—Luke 2 : 36-40. Return to Nazareth. 
THURS.—Matt. 2: 1-12. ‘The wise men. 
FRI.—Matt. 2: 13-23. Into Egypt. 
SatT.—Isa. 9: 1-7. Prophecy. 
SuN.—John 1: 1-14. ‘The divine word. 


(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Assocjaticn.) 
< 


The Babe in the manger sets the race upon the 
throne. 


al 


What Sunday-School Organization Did for Us 


By J. F. Drake, Formerly President of the Kansas State Sunday-School Associacion 


HE writer's first introduction to organized state 
Sunday-school work was at the convention of 
1877, in which one of the state officers said that 

in their attempt to organize a certain county, which 
was then upon the frontier, they were met by the 
statement that to attempt to do so was useless, the 
reason given being that there was no Sunday or Bible 
west of Big Bend, and no God west of Shy City. Soon 
after, the state succeeded in organizing both of those 
counties, and to-day Big Bend County has over forty 
schools, and over twenty-five hundred scholars, or 
nineteen per cent of its population, are enrolled in 
them. Shy City County has eighteen schools, with 
twelve hundred scholars, or about twenty-five per cent 
of its population, in them, and had three delegates at 
the International Convention at Atlanta. 

Another incident shows what the organization had 
to contend with in those days. A Sunday-school 
man, whose heart had been set on fire at a conven- 
tion, called upon a school director to obtain permis- 
sion to open the schoolhouse regularly for a Sunday- 
school. ‘‘ No, sir,’’ said the director ; ‘‘ you cannot. 
Why, over on the other branch Mr. Goodman was 
director, and about a year ago he let a Sunday-school 
get started on him, and now they have got an ortho- 
dox church a-going, and Bridges has shut up his 
saloon, and Squire Reed has resigned his office of 
justice of the peace. Says he has not had a case for 
more’n three months. No, sir; you can’t start no 
Sunday-school round here. You can’t break up all 
the business there is in this neighborhood.”’ 

For several years organized work had to contend 
with the advancing trend of immigration. People 
had either eard or read Horace Greeley's advice, 
‘*Go West, young man,"’ and they were going. And 
the young men were not all from the better classes. 
Very few of them brought their churches with them, 
not many even their church letters. ‘)uite a number 
forgot their Bibles. Hence this organization had 


often to do what it does not now pretend to do; 
namely, send into these new places and organize a 
Sunday-school, ofttimes this being the first religious 
service held in the place. 

But all this is preliminary, as showing what orga- 
nized work has had to contend with in this state. In 
striving to answer the question, ‘‘ What has Organized 
Work Done for this State?’’ I shall very largely let 
personal letters and reports speak for the claims | 
make. 

1. It has often been the means of carrying the 
Word to destitute fields and people. Our conventions 
always seek to uncover the needs of the field, and 
then supply those needs. To illustrate: In one con- 
vention seven places were found where schools should 
be. Measures were put on foot to organize them, 
and all but one are alive to-day. 

2. It has shown those schools—about half of the 
whole—which always closed at the first frost, thus 
giving the Devil full sway for the winter, the folly of 
such a course. Very few now think of closing. 

3. It has convinced self-satisfied Christians and 
communities that there is still a work to do. In 
one city, where the pastors thought the Association 
was a good thing for the country, but the city, with its 
churches, had no use for such, it showed them that 
eight hundred scholars of their twenty-one hundred 
of school age were not in any Sunday-school. This 
aroused efforts which brought many of these in. In 
another house-to-house visitation set on foot by the 
state, a family with five children of school age, within 
easy hearing of the church bells of the city, was 
found, which had never attended a Sunday-school or 
been invited to do so. 

4. It has developed workers and Bible students. 
Many pledges made at the conventions ‘‘to do better 
work for the Master’’ have been kept. One young 
man, so diffident and stammering of tongue that he 

(Continned on page 674) 








DECEMBER 6, 1902 





The Young People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





December 21, 1902. Christmas: its 
message and motive. Luke 2: 
1-20; John 3: 14-17. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon —The promise (Luke 1 : 26-38). 

lurs.—The Magnificat (Luke 1 : 46-55). 

WerEp.—‘‘ An horn of salvation’’ (Luke 1: 
67-79). 

rHuRS.—Light and glory (Luke 2 : 25-35). 

IF R1.—The magi (Matt. 2: 1-12). 

SAT.—Blessed Bethlehem (Mic. 2: 1-3). 











What do you consider the most important 
teaching of Christmas ? 


What evil spirit sometimes spoils our Christ- 
mas? 


How can we fill our Christmas full of the spirit 
of Christ ? 


HRISTMAS is a reminder of the 
loving generosity of God. On 
this day he gave his great gift to 

the world. Thus forever God justifies 
and glorifies the — of giving. When 
we give we show forth the*spirit of God. 

The giving of God was an expression 
of love. He did not give to get rid of 
the sense of obligation. He so loved 
that he gave. And the character of his 
gift indicates this. It was his best. He 
could give nothing he valued more, or 
that carried his life more with it. It was 


not a mere money gift that once given | 


was done with. The gift of God was the 
beginning of sympathy, not its ending. 
The Lamb, we read, was slain from the 
foundation of the world. The gift of 
Christ was contemporaneous with the 


world’s need of Christ, though it was | 


not until the fulness of time that he ac- 
tually came. Before he came, and after- 
wards, the love of God was going out in 
his giving of Christ. It must be so with 
our giving. We cannot be like God, 
and send a little present as a sort of ac- 
quittal from personal interest and ser- 
vice. Our giving must be just the 
expression of our desire to put ourselves 
at the service of those we love. 

And while God wants our love back 
in response to his love, and rightly ex- 
pects our return to him of our best, even 


as he has given us his best, yet he gives | 


with perfect unselfishness. God com- 
mendeth his love toward us in that while 
we were yet sinners Christ died for us. 
‘*Oh, yes!” a woman was overheard to 
remark on a railroad train, ‘‘she is an 


acquaintance of mine, and I knew her | 


pretty well. We exchange little gifts, 
you know, at Christmas time.” That is 
illustrative of much of our giving. It is 
‘exchange of little gifts, you know.” 
But Christmas ought not to be a ‘‘ wo- 


man’s exchange,’’ or exchange of any | 


other sort, where the spirit of the day 
is the spirit of exchange, and we are 
fearful lest some one should give us a 
present to whom we had not sent one. 
The love of God is a love of generéus 
selflessness 

It is right at Christmas time to give to 
our loved ones who have no need, out of 
pure love. Jesus commended the break- 
ing of the alabaster box, though some of 
his disciples called it waste. It is sweet 
in God's sight to look upon the happi- 
ness of his children at Christmas, as 
they express to one another their love 
by their loving remembrances. But 
surely also we ought to give at Christ- 
mas time to the needy. God gave at 
Christmas to the lost and the utterly 
helpless. We ought to do the same,— 
giving ourselves and our money both. 
Be sure that you do this this Christmas 
Day. Think out some needy people 
whom you know; or, if you know none, 
learn of some, and bring joy into their 
lives truly by some gift, and, best of all, 
by the sympathetic gift of yourself. 

To whom are you planning to give 
presents this Christmas ? 

Are any of them simply ceremonial or 
conventional ? . 

Meditate upon the nature of the Christ- 
mas loving and giving of God, and ab- 
sorb it into your heart and life, that your 

























loving and giving may be like his. 
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THE “PILGRIM SERIES” 


OF SUNDAY-SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS 


THE LESSON HELPS 


THE PILGRIM TEACHER is our great monthly lesson helper, with full and scholarly lesson treatment and many 
valuable magazine features as well. 0c. per quarter in clubs to schools. Single, 50c. per year. A series of twelve 
Good-Cheer Messages from The Congregationalist on handsome cards for Christmas remembrantés, free as a premitim 
with each new sub- 
scription, 



































THE PILGRIM 
QUARTERLIES 

Senior, Intermediate, 
and Junior, in 2c., 
3c., 4c., and §c. edi- 
tions to meet all re- 
quirements. 





THE LITTLE 
PILGRIM LESSON 
CARDS 


for little children, with 
easy questions on the 
back, 2c. per quar- 
ter. 





THE BIBLE LES- 
SON PICTURE 
ROLL. 75¢c. 


THE BEGINNERS’ COURSE PICTURE CARDS 

















THE BEGINNERS’ COURSE is a new series of les- 


sons for scholars under six where something other than the 






International Lessonsgare desired accompany the Lesson Book, and are to give to the children 
LESSON BOOKS—35c. postpaid ; 30c. in quantities. each Sunday. They are bound in a book at the end of the 
In Quarterly form, 6c. postpaid ; 5c. in quantities, year. 6c. per quarter ; 5c. in quantities. 





SAMPLES OF ANY OF OUR LESSON HELPS 
OR PAPERS FREE TO SUPERINTENDENTS 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
PAPERS 


THE WELLSPRING, for young people, is 
our great Sunday-school paper ; eight pages weekly ; 
full of good stories, fine illustrations, helpful arti- 
cles, strong Y. P. S. C. E. department, etc. To 
schools, 12%c. per quarter. Circulation, about 
100,000 weekly. 


THE PILGRIM VISITOR is just as good, 
but not so large, and is to the Intermediate scholars 
what THE WELLSPRING is to the older ones. Only 
8c. per quarter to schools. 


THE LITTLE PILGRIM is our Bible story- 
paper for children, beautifully illustrated and printed 
in’tints ; §c. per quarter to schools. 


THE MAYFLOWER is our paper for young- 


est readers, and is full of very attractive pictures Absorbed in “ The Wellspring.’ 
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4 snapshot from lise 
and stories for little ones ; 644 c. per quarter. Do the children in your home or school have * Vhe Wellspring "’? 











New Books, Good Books, and New Editions of Books for Sunday-Schools 


A Christmas Cat, by Anna B. A 













' A new historical story by Willis MRS. I. T. THURSTON’S 
Bryant, is our new Holiday book. $1.00, Boyd Allen. . SPLENDID STORIES 
oa nic ee ee The Pine-Tree Flag. Uniform Don Matcolm 
a= ' with ** A Son of Liberty ’’ and ‘* Called Kent Fielding’s Ventures 
A new book by Mrs. Frank Lee, to the Front.’’ $1.25. To schools, A Village Contest 
Little Boom, No. 1. $1.00. To 84c. Each. ¢v2¢, €aptain of the Cadets 
schools, 67c. The latest and brightest - To iandiaiens hoot A Frontier Hero 
story by the popular author of ** Profes- A Bright Book by Frances J. Delano, Libraries, 84 A Genuine Lady 
sor Pin,’’ ‘* Garret Grain,’’ etc. Polly State: One of Thirteen. 1!) Bo {the C 1s , ite 
Rufe and Ruth: A Partnership. lustrated by Charles Copeland. $1.25. ys of the Central, $1; to libraries, 67¢. 
by Frank E. Sweet, is a capital story To schools, 84c. Has been running AMELIA BARKK’S STRONG, TENDER 
for young folks. $1.00. To Sunday- as a popular and successful serial in story, The Preacher’s Daughter. 
schools, 67¢., net. F The Congregationalist. $1.25 ; to schools, 84c. 
° ° ° A new flan for Sunday-school 
Exchangeable Libraries gf Your Own Selection Libraries. saves running in 
debt—s-<ves accumulating useless books. Costs about one-third as much as purchasing. Fifty chcice books 





leased for only $2.50 per month; twenty-five for $1.50 per month. Our catalogue gives full particulars. Send for it. 


Our New Sunday-School Hyninal—PILGRIM SONGS 












324 choice hymns with rich and beautiful musical setting. Dignified, but not dull. 25c. boards; 3§c. 
cloth. Prof. G. F. LeJeune, the New York organist and composer, places Pilgrim Songs adsolutely 
ahead of any similar book published. 
a ‘ A Califcraia Pastor writes: ‘‘I have thoroughly examined your new hymnal, PILGRIM SONGs, 
vu | and unhesitatingly place it among the best that have come to my notice. It is particularly strong in the 





|| selections for special seasons, and its freedom from those tunes which wear out in a short time.”’ 







Send for free specimen pages. 











|  wostoxn The Pilgrim Press — <mcaco 


J. H. TEWKSBURY, Business Manager. 
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TEN 


INTENSELY 
INTERESTING 


BOOKS 





“IN THE CAMP of CORNWALLIS” 
By Dr. Everett T. Tomiinson. 

A story of Reuben Denton and his experiences 
during the New Jersey campaign of 1777. Itisa 
thrilling story replete with historic facts relative 
- the subject. It presents with purity of tone a 

app ae of action, sn ~ | and vigor, fervor 
— fan. 353 pages, illustrate 
Price, nd in cloth, $1.50 

“THE BALASTER BOYS” 
By Brancue M. CHANNING. 

Around the home life of a professor's family, 
which includes three lively boys, into which is 
brought an orphan niece and cousin, is wound a 
tale that sparkles with originality and life. The 
atmosphere is pure and healthy, yet filled with in- 
cident and adventure, presented in the most charm- 
ing oa, ia pages, illustrated. 

hound in cloth, $1.25 


“INCALAND” 
By CLaups H. Wetmore. 
“Incaland”’ is destined to rank with the fore- 
most stories of adventure of to-day. It is alive 
with action and lg instructive as well. 
There are 309 es, and the illustrations are by 


H. Burgess. 9 Bel ce, cloth, $1.50. 


“THE CRUISE OF THE 
ENTERPRISE” 
By James Otis. 


An unusually interesting volume. The story is 


founded on the struggle and defeat of the French 
priv: ae expeditions against the United States 
in 1799 pages 

Price, bound in cloth, $1.50 


“ ON THE FRONTIER WITH 
ST. CLAIR” 
By Cuarves S. Woop 
Deals with the earlier settlement of the Ohio 
country. It is thrilling with frontier incidents that 
at once interest the reader, and so accurate in 
data that the ( me educational circles have already 
adopted it. 343 pages, illustrated. 
Price, ound in cloth, $1.50 





“A LOYAL LASS” 
By Amy E. BLancnarp 


A story of the Niagara campaign of 1814 that is 
of deep interest to young people. Without ever 
losing one of historical accuracy in reciting the 
events of this campaign, which gives the book its 
vaiue, Miss Blanchard introduces and carries 
along with on , love souanes a several 
young people in the stor th, $1 19 pages. 

Price, bound In cloth, 


“Sweetbrier and cael - 
By James Newton Baskett. 

‘This story is certainly unique in conception. Fora 
background Mr. Baskett has chosen Western farm 
life. is characters are full of human interest, and 
drawn with a vivacity and truthfulness to life that 
are at once captivating. It is the work of a deep 
student and authority on natural history. Beauti- 
ful colored frontispiece. 340 pp. Price, $1.50. 


“MR. PAT’S LITTLE GIRL” 
By Mary F. Leonarp 
The author's great success lies in her power of 
depicting children without the slightest unreality, 
yet with a touch of the ideal which all love. 322 
pages ; illustrations by Charles Emerson. 
Price, bound in cloth, $1.50 


“WHAT GLADYS SAW” 
A Nature Story of Farm and Forest 

By Frances Marcaret Fox 
A cleverly told nature sory. with a wealth of 
nature study. It is intensely fascinating, as it is 
full of happ Py incidents, country epigrams, and 
brilliant pce scenes. 320 pages, fully illustrated. 

Price, bound in cloth, $1.25 


“A CHILD’S STORY OF THE 
LIFE OF CHRIST” 
By Hecten Brown Hoyt 
The volume is beautiful and simple in style, and 
is poentierty adapted to the child’s understanding. 
deals with each incident from annunciation 
to ascension, and all the more important 
are handsomely illustrated. ry, pages, wit 
mined cloth cover. Price, $1.25. 
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ALL OF OUR BOOKS ARE FOR SALE BY BOOKSELLERS IN GENERAL 


Complete Ilustrated and Descriptive Catalogue Sent Free on Request. 


W. .A. WILDE COMPANY 


120 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass. 


192 Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 





Marion Lawrance’s 
Question Box 





The General Secretary of the International Sun- 
day-school Convention will answer here questions 
on Sunday-school matters that are of general in- 
terest. If not answered here, they will be replied to 
rg + Address “* Marion Lawrance’s Question 

The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


1. Should a Sunday-school ever decline to re- 
ceive new members just before its Christmas 
| entertainment? 2. What can a school do to 
| prevent abnormal accessions at the Christmas 
season ? 

1. No; but it should not specially encour- 
age them to come at that time. 2. Havea 
giving Christmas, and the ‘‘ transients ’’ will 
not find the attractions that appeal to selfish- 
ness, 





Do you advise asking the teachers to remain 
after an afternoon Sunday-school session for 
special meetings of any sort, or is some other 
time better ? 

It depends on the length of the session, 
and the urgency of the business. I would 
| not make it a regular meeting. At the close 
| of a session, the workers usually prefer to 
go home, and business matters are likely to 
be despatched without proper consideration. 
However, better then than not at all. 


1. Is it proper for a teacher to make personal 
gifts to members of her class at Christmas? 
| 2. Can you suggest a few simple and appropri- 
| ate gifts for this use ? 

1. Yes, but not in connection with the 
Christmas exercises of the school, for the rea- 
son that scholars not similarly favored will feel 
| slighted. 2. Give sensible, useful gifts. Noth- 
ing can be more appropriate than a good 
| book. There are many choice pictures now 
which are inexpensive. W. A. Wilde Co.’s 
(Boston) chromo prints (35 cents each) are 
beautiful, and especially appropriate. For 





older scholars there are attractive cards for 








Paris Exposition, 1900 
Highest Award 


OXFORD 


Reference 








binding and Oxford 
India Paper 


BIBLES 





ys E AC H E RS’ Concordance 


Light, thin, compact, beautifully printed on Oxford India Paper 


The Grand Prize for Book- ‘| 


wall or dresser—with worthy sentiments from 
favorite authors. Simple gifts made by the 
giver always have a special attractiveness. 
A decorated calendar is usually acceptable. 








Is a Sunday-school orchestra a good thing >| 
How can it be ‘‘ worked up"’ and secured in a 
Sunday-school that has none ? 

Yes, if the musicians do not get the idea 
that they are IT! A good orchestra is a 
splendid help and a great attraction. 
depends on getting a leader who is compe- 





just Issued ! 


Oxford Minion Self-Pronouncing Bible 


The thinnest reference Bible in the world. Also the 


Oxford Sunday-School Bible Illustrated 


An ideal gift for a 
Sunday-school scholar 


Recent Issues! Oxford Long-Primer Self-Pronouncing Bible 


A superb large-type edition. 


Reference—Concordance—'leachers. 


tent and in sympathy with the school and 
superintendent. In many Cases the leader 
| has to be paid, and often other players, but I 
think most of the service is rendered gratui- 
| tously. After securing a leader, do not wait 
| till you get a full orchestra, but add one at 
le time as they can be secured from the 








For sale by all booksellers. 


Send for catalogue. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, American Branch, 91 and 93 Fifth Ave., New York City 


school,—always, of course, preserving the 
| proper balance of the parts. Four instru- 
| ments of the right kind are good; more are 








| better. A poor orchestra, that plays out of 











The Pocket Edition of 
the International Lessons 


for 1903 


This little book contains the text of all the lessons (in both the Authorized Version 
and the Standard American Revised Version) in the International Series, with lesson 


titles and Golden Texts, and with fifty-two blank pages for notes. 


The complete lesson 


text, as selected by the Lesson Committee, is used in this book, and not a mere por- 


tion, 


as printed in the ordinary lesson help. 


Just the thing for convenient use when the Bible or lesson help is not at hand. 


Its size makes it possible to carry the book with one at all times. 

next Sunday's lesson.’ 
Bound in cloth, with side stamp in color and gold. 

263 pages, measuring. with covers, 4 inch in thickness. 


thus be utilized in studying ‘‘ 


five or more, 20 cents 


Spare moments may 


Size, 2% x4 inches. About 
Single copy, by mail, 25 cents; 


Bound in fine leather, 50 cents; five or more, 40 cents each. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 


1031 Walnut St., 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


| time and tune, is a nuisance. 





I am interested in the ‘‘ giving’’ Christmas 
| described in recent issues of ‘The Sunday School 
Times. What do you do in the case of poor 
| children in the Sunday-school who are unable 
to give, and who, with the families in which 
they belong, may be themselves ‘‘ objects of 
charity "’ ? 

[This question was received from Wis- 
consin just before going to press. As there 
was not time to send it to Mr. Lawrance, it 
is answered by the Editor.] As a class, the 
poor gre infinitely readier to give than the 

rich. Jacob A. Riis, out of his years of work 
in the slums of New York, has told in The 
| Sunday School Times stories of ‘* What the 
Poor Do for the Poor’’ that are almost 
| beyond belief,—save to those who énow the 
poor. Therefore do not shut off the poorer 
ones in your Sunday-school from the blessed 


gladly welcome, of bringing some offering, 
be it ever so humble, for ‘‘ those who are 
poorer than they’’ at Christmas-tide. Of 
course all the offerings are voluntary; no 
one, rich or poor, should contribute unless 
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“Florida by Sea” 


Merchants & Miners Transportation Ce. steam- 


p lines from Philadelphia and Baltimore. Low fares 
excellent service. Send for excursion book 
Ww Turner, G. P. A., Baltimore, Md. 





My +45 to any address o~ 
(Ges STAMMERING SCHOOL, 152 2 sae Toroe Mine Mica. 





they wish. Then again, the poor families of 
your Sunday-school have first claim on the 
bounties brought by the school, when your 
committee distributes its gifts. Those who 
bring their mites may be generously remem- 
bered in this way. 








Much | 


privilege, which they themselves will probably | 


VOL. 44, NO. 49 


A Big Publication, All for the Teacher. 


THE NEW CENTURY 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


TEACHER'S MONTHLY 


Teachers of Bible 0! 
ad and Juvenile Sch 





OTES. 

Selected MNotes.—In addition to our own 
exhaustive nome are a condensed ex- 
tracts from the best that the best think- 
ers can give us. 


te Bave Time.—The explanatory, 
practical and illustrative treated together. 


m notes on same page with Verses. 
Revised Version changes with each verse. 
SPECIAL LESSON DEPAR 
Practical Points.—Each point brought out in 
the lesson condensed into a single statement. 
Oriental Side Lights.—Light on the lesson 
from Oriental manners and customs. 
Love Lights.—To find Christ in the lesson, 
by finding his Spirit. 
Salient Points. ~~ | treatment of in- 
portant questions raised by the lesson. 
Lesson Application.—Suggestions for adapt- 
i the lesson to various grades. 
"Siass in the Corner.—The lesson taught to 
an imaginary class of restless boys. 
sson Question Drawer.—Here questions 
growing out of the lesson are answered. 
Lesson Objects.—Suggestions for objects, 
to impress some portion of the lesson. 
Blackboard wen —-Soaee Be Lesson Out- 
lines. Two or more on each 
Heart-life Helps.—To MBL by enlarg- 
ing our understanding of the love of God. 
hound Ta Table.—A place for our readers to 
talk with one another for mutual helpfulness. 
Methods.—Articles on methods of working, 
by able writers, will appear during the year. 
Special articles on the following and simi- 
ics: Improving Attendance, Holding 
m, Use of Blackboard, 
Preparation, Memory 
1 Class 


Mode 
Outings, etc. 
—Single subscription, 60 cents per 
a Three or more mailed to one address, 
cents each, ‘< 10 cents per quarter. 
Get the ‘eacher '’ 
someone in ol school to secure 
where it is not otherwise taken. 
furnish te clubs of jg or a at 
cents each year, or cents per r- 
ter, sent os cas address, and in ua 
will give party securing club of five or more, 
an extra copy free. 
ple pies.—We will send sam 
copies free to those desiring to get up clu 
DAVID C. COOK PUBLISHING CO., 
SC WASHINGTON ST... CHICAGO. 








Why Not Use the 


REVISED BIBLE 





when by remarkably unanimous 
consent the A’ 

Bdition is admitted to be “the 
most excellent translation of the 
Holy Scriptures ever published in 
the English tongue.” 

The Sunday School Times says: 
“‘It is the standard translation for 
the English speaking world.”* 

Attestation of American Revis- 
_-% Committee on the back ‘Ee oe 


ole g page. i on —~F> T-4 


sellers, or send for 
THOS. NELSON & SONS, Pubs... 27-41 E. 18th St., New Verk 





SELF-PRONOUNCING, COMMENTARY 


ee fet a 








Sunday Sc Lessons for 1908, 

Rev. J.M MN Goon, a . Alithe 
self-pronouncing form, with right to 
the point HELPS. Smallin a bat 
large in suggestion. Daily Bible 
Readi La oy Meeting Topics of 
You eopl e's Societies for 1908, 
EDICTION, etc. Pocket size, 


with 
i 128 pages. Linen 25c, Morocco 35c, In- 


i terleaved for Notes S00; postpaid. 


Stamps taken. 
GBORGR W. NOBLB, Lakeside Bldg, Chicage. 
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Progressive S. S. Workers 


Bissan8 Go dase hock © attentanse ssowé to Sever of cur “Twentieth 


Seco “Tae TWENTIETH CEN 


6 in general will be you for lor another five cents. 
Be TWEATIXTH CENTURE SUNDAY - &HOOL BUREAU 


learn about this better wa: 


send five cents for our 
TURY 8 


NDAY.SCHOOL AND 


— play and take away the “ready made” 
sent 


DEPT. 05, PATERSON, N. J. 








WE OFFER, SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALB, 


CHOICE OKLAHOMA 
FIRST MORTGAGES 


on improved farms, worth from 2% to 5 times the 
amount loaned thereon, netting the invester 6 per 


cent interest. 


Each of the securities has per- 


sonally examined by one of our salaried examiners. 
Write for our latest offering. 


Winne & Winne, Winne Building, Wichita, Kan. 


Mention this paper. 


AMERICAN 





Fire Insurance Compan 
| Nos. 308 and 310 Walnut Street, wPeneselekte 
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PELOUBETS; 
, SELECT 
NOTES 


is the greatest help to Sunday- 
school teachers towards a com 
rect understanding of the truth 
as revealed in the International 
Sunday-School Lessons. Dr. 
F. N. Peloubet, the author and 
compiler,is the foremost Bibli- 
cal scholar of the times. His 
exposition is rich in revealing 
the fundamental truths of the 
Word of God. Used by tens 
of thousands of Sunday-school 
teachers wherever the light of 
the Gospel has spread. 


Price, Cloth, $1.25, Postpaid 
For sale by all booksellers 

















To Officers and Teachers . 
Sunday Schools, 


What Lesson Helps are to be used in 
our school one the coming year? 
© time is near hand when you will 
decide. If you want the BEST and at 
same time the CHEAPEST; if you 
want helps that ARE REAL HELPS; if 
yor want inc attendance, in- 
creased interest, and the most fruitful 
results; in short, if you are prepared to 
consider what ARE the best and to de- 
cide on merit—then we ask you to send 
for FREE SAMPLE COPIES of the Quar- 
terly Lesson Hel and Weekly Papers 
prepared by DAVID C. COOK. 
ou w find these the BEST and 
CHEAPEST. They are by ou- 
sands of the most wide-awake and pro- 
gressive Sunday-schools of all Evangeli- 
cal denominations in all of the 
wens where the English language is 
spoke: 
. have stood the test of TWENTY- 
FIVE years of successful use, and are 
now acknowledged to be the STANDARD 
and LEADIN International Series. 
Their ged increases each year, 
and -~ without doubt, in the 
ve FR NT NK. 
y not A the best? It will cost 
you nothing to aa oe and but 
them our school. 


trifle to + 
the pavip Cc. COOK 
PUBLISHING COMPANY, Washing- 
ton Street, Chicago, and ask for a free 
ckage of their Lesson Helps and 
‘apers. Read and examine them care- 
y, compare with any and all others, 
you cannot fail to admit that they 
really ARE the BEST. Note especially 
their wonderful wn - in price (but 


not in quality), then re how 
much ag A school will save in money 
and gain in efficiency by their use. 











HALF PRICE 


CHRISTMAS 
EXERCISES 


To close out our stock of Christmas Exercises 
we offer them at one-half price. They are all 
first class, both exercises and music bein 
chosen with great care. Send two cents ecac 
for samples (or 15 cents for the eight) at once, 
as our stock is small. 





we 
Gracious Gifts The Angel . Seng 
Good News The Royal Pri 
The Holy yey Tee Heavenly Heralds 
The Wise M he Lien of Judah 


Price while le they + vs 2% cents each; $2.00 
per hundred 


W.A. Wilde: Company a. ; 
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TOO PRETTY TO Our New 
THROW AWAY! Catalogues 


Complete lists of Christmas Music and Can- 
tatas of all publishers ; Christmas Decorations 
of all kinds; a long list of all the best and Newest 
Reward Books at all prices ; the most complete 
line of Sunday-School Supplies with full de- 
scriptions, illustrations, and prices; a complete 
list of Bibles, fully illustrated, showing type, et« 
The handsomest and most comatete cata- 
logues we have ever ——— Mailed fr 

AME CAN BAPTIST PUB. SOCIET 

1420 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 

















, | worked their way into the open. 
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The Gospel Story of Jesus Christ. By Ida 
W. Hutchison. New York: E. P. Dut- 
ton & Co. $1.50. 


| A Child’s Story of the Life of Christ. By 
Helen Brown Hoyt. Boston: W. A, 
Wilde Company. $1.25. 

The pressure of modern educational 
| views has wrought a healthy change in 
| the method of books for children, espe- 
| cially the Bible books. The Gospel Story 

of Jesus Christ, by Ida W. Hutchison, is 
a similar endeavor to that of the Century 
| Company’s in that it gives the gospel 
| story in continuous narrative and in the 
gospel language. Of course this means 
selection, elimination, and adjustment. 
There is more elimination here than in 
the Century's book, making a more con- 
cise story, yet without loss to the child 
reader. The performance is not un- 
exceptionable, but it is well done, and 
worthy of attention as a simple story of 
the life of Christ in Bible speech, very 
slightly and judiciously altered.—— 
Helen Brown Hoyt makes no effort to 
| confine the story to Scripture language, 
| but is is freely told in the manner of a 
| reverent mother with herchildren. The 
narration preserves a proper dignity, 
while it aims to be child-like. The in- 
troductory portion is worth noting, as it 
is a brief and simple account of the pre- 
| Christian history of Israel. There is 
thes a background for the portrayal of 





the life of Jesus quite worth while. The 

is very numerously illustrated. 

Bork books under review have their 

lace. They are not the first of their 

| kind, but they have an honorable place 

|in the long row of books of similar pur- 

| port and method. They have the ad- 

vantage over the Century’s volume in 
being smaller and lighter. 


% 


The Upper Currents. By J. R. Miller, D.D. 
New York: T. Y. Crowell & Co. 65 cents ; 
cloth, 85 cents net. 

| There is encouragement of a high 

| order in the publishers’ statement that 

| more than a million “Tk of the books 





and booklets of Dr. R. Miller have 
| been sold. It is little more than nec- 
|essary therefore to make the public 
announcement that he has issued a 
new volume. Readers of The Sunday 
School Times will recall his suggestive 
article, published in this paper, on 

Catching the Upper Currents.” The 
title is good in itself, and represents the 
| ideals and aims for which Dr. Miller al- 
ways stands. In his preface, he says, 
‘* We live well only when down here, on 
earthly levels, we catch the breath of 
heaven, and are impelled towards things 
that are worth while. ... To be moved 
only by the lower earthly currents is to 
miss all that is best in life.” Dr. Miller 
has a happy faculty of putting the deeper 
spiritual truths of life in such a simple 
and common-sense way as to convince 
| the intellect and move the heart. The 
| present volume is up to the standard 
| that has brought him his world-wide 
| reputation. 


% 


| The Boy: How to Help Him Succeed. A 
Symposium of Successful Experiences. By 
Nathaniel C. Fowler, Jr. Boston: Oak- 


wood Publishing Company. $1.25. 

It is always interesting to know the 
views of eminent men concerning the 
| uphill path toward that variously inter- 
preted goal known as ‘‘success.” Boys, 
and those who are answerable for any 
boy’s training, find stimulus and help in 
the experiences of those who have fought 
| through the underbrush of life and have 
In this 
| book Mr. Fowler not only gives, in a 
few printed chapters, his thought of 
what a boy can be and do, and what 
can be done with and for the boy, but 
he assembles and tabulates and epi- 
tomizes the answers from three hun- 
dred and nineteen men of prominence 
to twenty-five questions on the boy 
problem. In this ‘‘symposium of suc- 


cess” will be found some conclusions 


( Continued on page 674) 


study for more than twenty years. 
devoted exclusively to Bible study. 
without it. 


For all 
Bible 


Readers 


For a limited time, a 


is suitable for framing. 
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53 The Biblical Worl 


has been the recognized exponent of modern and progressive methods of Bible 
It is the only illustrated monthly magazine 
No student of the 
For the purpose of interesting new readers the publishers are 
making a special offer on a Three Months’ Trial Subscription. 


Bible can afford to be 


Three 
Months 
25 Cents 


Beautiful Photo-Engraving of the Garden of Gethsemane 


will be sent postpaid with each trial subscription. 
Send in your order now. 


The picture (911 inches) 


The regular subscription price of the magazine ts $2.00 a year. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO PRESS 


5742 Ellis Avenue, CHICAGO 











ceded to be unexcelled. 


presenting the lesson. 





GRADED QUARTERLIES 


| ae over a quarter of a century Peloubet’s quarterlies have been con- 

The adaptation of the lesson theme to the 
understanding and requirements of pupils ranging in age from the child to 
the mature student exacts the careful grading, according to the develop- 
ment of the mind it is intended to help. 


Teachers’ Quarterlies 


Very popular with progressive teachers because exceedingly helpful in 


Home Department Quarterly 


Rich in thought, and helpful to a most satisfactory degree. Contains full page 
of illustrative explanations upon the lessons, besides the regular matter. 


Send for samples and catalogue. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY, Boston and Chicago 

















REGULAR EDtTIO 
Each 25¢. With Ww +> 
Bach 260.0) cloth. 7 Win ‘t 

Returnable copies for examination mailed free 


SONGSOFPRAISE 


b Cheistian Endeavor Suopipment. 


Bapt Young Peopie's s Union Supplement. 
HE BIGLOW & 


By IRA D. SANKEY 


EDITIONS 


IN CO., New York and Chicago. 





Christmas Services 


The series for 1902, by Hall-Mack Co., far 
surpass in beauty and sprightliness, any of their 
former phenomenally successful services. To 
miss seeimg them would be to miss the best 
services published. 


The Star of Promise 


Samples of the 





The Manger’s Treasure 
The Redeemer’s Birth 
Christmas in Loveland 


CANTATAS 
May be produced with or without scenery or 
| costume. Each cantata contains a well-told 
story in song and dialogue. ‘The chorus and 
solo music is by J. Lincoln Hall. 
Santa’s Surprise. 25 cents a copy. 
Santa’s Decision. 20 cents a copy. 

If your Sunday-school needs a new song book | 
examine The Service of Praise. Compiled on 
entirely new and original ideas. Returnable 
sample mailed free of expense to committees, 


etc. $25.00 per hundred. 
Hall-Mack Co., Pubs. 1SeHith Ave:, sons | 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


BOOKLETS, CALENDARS 

Our goods are the most artistic and ‘the cheapest ever 
offered. Large and handsome cards, 10 for sc. Finer 
cards, 1, 2, 3 and sc. each. Elegant booklets, 4, 5, 
and 1oc.: less by the dozen. Artistic Calendars, Sep 
2c. and up. Samples of all, 25c. Worth double. 


| Catalogue free. MARCH BROS., Lebanon, Ohio. 


four, 12c., in 
stamps, or any 
three, 1ec. 


N. Y. | 


XMAS CARDS 


IN PACKETS 


A. 20 Christmas Cards (single), all different . . 
B, 12 Embossed Xmas Cards (single) all different 
C. 20 Folded Xmas Cards, all different 


. 15e. 
» 15 


. 25 
D. 20 Fine Xmas Cards and Dainty Booklet soc. 
E. 50 Beautiful, single and folded, Xmas Cards, 

best assortment ever offered . 2 Box 
F. 6 Handsome Booklets, all different. . . . . . gec. 
G. #0 Single Xmas Cards. .......... 200. 








| BEAUTIFUL CARDS cette per 30, 

HANDSOME CALENDARS ;,‘s.? 

| memes CANDY BOXES #:.°.!¢ 81° 

F R E 2 our large line of supplies for your 
church and Sunday-school. 


livery, 35 cts. per 100 additional. 
MacCalla & Co., Inc. 
249 Dock Street. Philadelphia, Pa. 


Our 88 page Holiday Catalogue 


containing illustrations and de- 
scriptions of our immense stock 
of Cards, Calendars, Booklets, 


Books, Xmas Novelties, besides 
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This fean M. D. is Doctor Brown, 
Who fares but ill in Spotiess Town. 
The town is so extremely clean 

It is no wonder he is lean. 

tie’s lost all patients now, you know, 
Because they use SAPOLIO. 


Health and dirt cannot exist to- 
gether. If a housewife wants the 
Doctor in frequent attendance, and 
big bills coming in constantly, ail she 
has to do is to let the dirt get ahead of 
her. If, on the contrary, she wants 
health, and a pleasant home with no 
dread of Doctors, let her buy 


SAPOLIO 


and easily keep every thing clean. 
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Best in the World 


“The list ¥ contributors and articles 
for the readers ¥ Young People's Weekly 
is high, wholesome and inspiring. Its 
readers are already a multitude, but the 
multitude —_ become a host that 
mo man can number.” 

NEWELL DWIGHT HILLIS, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


































Young People's 
WEWeekly 


“i congratulate you on the prospects 
of Young People’s Weekly. With such a 
pregram as you have, it will certaini- 
take its place in the fore-front of that 
literary movement that promises pvrity 
and inspiration to the readers.” 

F. W. GUNSAVULVS, Chicago, Il. 























75c. per annum. Circulation 220,000 
Or trial 2 months for 10 cents 


DAVID C.COOK PUB.CO. 
36 WASHINGTON ST.CHICAGO. 











INTERESTED IN 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
DEVELOPMENT ® 


IF SO, there is nothing you can read that will 
help you so much as the little book 


THE BUSINESS END OF 
A SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


full from cover to cover of bright, helpful, up- 
to-date, practical suggestions and illustra- 
tions of rer working helps and methods. 
YOU NEED I 

Write for it - da and we will send it to 
you, absolutely FREE. 


HAMMOND PUB, DEPT. M, 
MILWAUKEE, “Wis. 


























Degree Bible Course 


Study 





by mail at home. Distance no 

hindr: ance This book, “‘ Home Bible 

Study,” free, if you enroll now 

easy. Hest testimonials. For free cata- 

logue, write C. J. BURTON, Pres. 

eve Christian College, Oskaloosa, 
iowa 
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CHILD WEAKNESS. 
You can worry for months 
about your weak child and not) 


VOL. 44, NO. 49 





| Things 


Seen and Heard at | 





succeed in doing it a fraction P rimary Workers to the Fore! 


| of the good that comes from | 


little daily doses of Scott's 
Emulsion. 

The cure of child weakness | 
is not the matter of a day but 


of steady common-sense treat- 
ment, 

Children like Scott’s Emul-| 
‘sion and thrive on it. 
| Perfectly harmless yet power- 
ful for good. 





Send for Free Sample. 
| SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemists, 409 Pearl St. N. W 
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BANKING 
BY MAIL 


Money in an absolutely secure bank 
paying 4 PER CENT INTEREST 
compounded semi-annually is money 
most advantageously invested. 

This bank accepts deposits by mail in 
any amount from $1 up. 

The names of its directors are a guaran- 
tee of sound conservative management. 


Write for Booklet G—on 
Banking by Mail. 


DIRECTORS 
H. C. FRICK J. M. SCHOONMAKER 
W. N. FREW D. BE. PARK 
JAMES M’CREA H. C. FOWNES 
GEORGE E. SHAW j. B. FINLEY 
GEORGE I, WHITNEY P. C. KNOX 
H. C. M’ ELDOWNBEY R. B. MELLON 
A. W. MELLON F. J. HEARNE 


JAMES H. LOCKHART JOHN PORTERFIELD 


The Union Savings Bank 
Capital, $1,000,000 
Frick Building, ~ Pittsburgh, Pa. 

















Great Secret of suc- 
cess in ease and Sun- 
day-school work is to in- 
terest them. In this the 
magic lantern is an im- 
— adjunct. We make 

anterns suited to all con- 
ditions. Werent slides on 
all subjects, for all occa- 
sions. 
S. S. officers and teachers. 


McIntosh 2°" 








Made of several 
materials, with 
or without 


handle. 
Write for particulars. ager, Mar Mar. 
256 and 258 Washington *st:, yt 


Individual Communion 
Outfits. Send for /ree catalog 


and list of users. 
Sanrtary Communtonw Ovutrit Co. 
Dept 23, Rochester, N. Y¥. 


ENTERTAINMENTS, 
Sener? 


ie estiewaspeeriis are 


THE GENUINE MEREELY BELLS 















Mt purest reh 
T he ony oe Dighest class bells in the world 
Meneely & n Watervliet, West Troy P. O., N. a 





in ordering goods, or in making inguiry concern- 
ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
| saw the advertisement tn The Sunday School Times. 


| very little children. 
| most attractive department of a school, 
| so, as a rule, they are the most promis- 


| invariably honor their interests with im- 





| membe 
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Catalogues free to | 


ticon | 
icago 


Individual Communion Seis | 





HERE is no better work being done 
in the Sunday-school eng | than 
that which is being done for the 

As they are the 


ing. The charm of the children appeals 
| to everybody, and their claims are given 
first place by most Sunday-schools. The | 
organized work, too, wisely pays great 
attention to the needs of these very | 
youngest scholars. Conventions almost 


| portant places on the on gow and pri- 
mary work and workers are always 
much in evidence. Indeed, there are 
no more earnest, practical, and useful 
sessions of a convention than those in 
whick is considered the teaching of the 
youngest grade of the Sunday-school 
tship. 


The case of Michigan might be cited 
as typical of the state convention which 
gives large and due attention to primary 
work. Atone of the evening sessions, 
when the large church was crowded to 
the doors, that wise and honored leader 
in the service of the children, Miss 
Finie Murfree Burton of Louisville, 
gave an address on the principles which 





govern primary Sunday-school teach- | 
ing, and, indeed, all child training. Al- 
though the lights had accidentally gone 
out, the audience sat in darkness | 
throughout the evening, listening with 
closest attention and sympathy. Even | 
in the dark it could be seen that Michi- 
gan Sunday-school workers are inter- 
ested in all that touches the training of | 
the little child. 

Early the following morning, a spe- | 
cial primary conference brought to- | 
= a company of two or three hun- | 

red persons, the large majority of them, 
apparently, being primary workers. It | 
is of interest to note that, as a rule, the | 
primary department is better repre- 
sented at conventions, : epee, | | 
than any other class of Sunday-school 
workers. The eagerness of these teach- | 
ers to be taught themselves is almost | 
pathetic. At this particular conference | 
every other person worked diligently 
and constantly over a note-book. The 
questions asked—and they were many 
—were the questions of practical teach- 
ers, and the handling of all the problems 
presented was wholly from the stand- 
point of trained workers in the primary 
class. 

These primary workers have skill as | 
well as —* intentions. The knowl- 


| 








Need Teeth 


Serious Pailure of Body Comes from Lack 
of a Good Grinding Mill 


‘* A few years ago mother had her teeth all 
taken out, hoping in that way to relieve her 
suffering, but failed, and it left her gums so 
sensitive that the wearing of false teeth, or the 
proper mastication of food, were equally im- 
possible, so that in the spring of 1901 she failed 
rapidly, mind and body both giving way, and 
for many weeks life and reason were despaired 
of. 

‘*At one call of her physician he said she 
absolutely must take more nourishment, some- 
thing easily digested, ‘ try Grape-Nuts.’ I im- 
mediately obtained a package, prepared some 
with good, rich cream, and fed her from a tea- 
spoon. She began to take it regularly, and liked 
the food so well she would ask between times if 
we had any ready forher. She began to improve 
at once. 

** It is now three months since she began eat- 
ing the food. She has fully recovered her 
health, looks better, and is fleshier and stronger, 
mentally and physically, than for many months 
previous. 

‘* Grape-Nuts furnished the nourishment for 
her that it seemed impossible to get from any 
other kind of food.’" Name given by Postum 





Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 


edge of the principles of pedagogy and 
scientific child study shown at such 
gatherings would confuse the critics. 
Brains as well as hearts are being 
applied to the task of caring for the 


lambs of the Saviour’s flock. Every 
mention of a helpful book or paper was 
noted down with eagerness. his .de- 


sire for improvement, which is, perhaps, 
the dominant note in a gathering of 
primary teachers, is all the more de- 


| lightful because of the marked efficiency 
‘which the average primary teacher dis- 
| plays. 


% 


When the children themselves have a 
part in a convention, the most interest- 
ing session of the series is pretty sure to 
result. Nothing brings out the crowds 
like the children, and nothing else so 
holds the interest of an audience. We 
have seen people grow weary of fine 

eches, but we have never seen them 
tire of a children’s meeting. Michi- 
gan’s ‘‘Children’s Hour” was rather 
unusual. At the close of an afternoon 
session an hour was given to what might 
be termed a model — class, taught 
by Miss Burton. he teacher and the 
little folks had never met before, until 
seventy-five of the latter gathered on 
the convention platform, and were seated 
in two concentric circles. It is hard to 
tell which enjoyed the hour the more,— 
those seventy-five tots, or the hundreds 
of grown-ups who thronged the church. 
The latter had to be disciplined oftenest, 
by being called to order by a bell which 
| meant ‘‘silence,” for they insisted on 
audibly manifesting their interest and 
delight in the proceedi ngs. The class 
was taught just as an ordinary primary 
| class would be taught. How well the 
work was done may be inferred from the 
fact that for most of the time the children 
were oblivious of the many hundreds 
of eyes that watched them. The exhi- 
| bition was worth more to the many pri- 
mary teachers present than a dozen ad- 
dresses. a 


In many ways conventions are — 
ful to a peculiar degree to primary work- 
ers; for they are, as a rule, shut out 
from fellowship with others similarly en- 
gaged. The teachers of other depart- 
ments have their teachers’-meetings, 
in which the primary worker can have 
small part. Often she has no one to 
take counsel with concerning the work, 
and no one to share its burdens. And 
hers is a service filled with problems. 
So, the inspiration and practical knowl- 
edge which she gains at conventions 
from association with fellow primary 
workers are of priceless value. She, 
above all others, should go to conven- 
tions, and, when there, she should be 
giv en fullest opportunity to confer with 
ellow-workers in the same blessed ser- 
vice for the little ones. 


<0 


Seeing to it that a Convention 
Gets Somewhere 


ANY good impressions vanish into 
thin air, noble purposes are not 
always translated into noble 

deeds, because, when the impulse was 
warmest, it was not converted into action. 
Conventions, as a rule, quicken enthu- 
siasm. Wise are the leaders who harness 
that enthusiasm to practical endeavor. 
If a speaker has aroused enthusiasm for 
normal study, it is the part of wisdom 
to enroll immediately as many persons 
as will engage to begin normal work at 
once. So with house-to-house visita- 
tion; so with the idea of a graded school. 

At the District of Columbia conven- 
tion a great impression was made by the 
Home Department session; the interest 
of the large company present was thor- 
oughly aroused. So Dr. Schauffler, at 
its close, asked that, if any persons were 
in the audience in whose churches there 
were no Home Departments, they would 
arise and promise to try at once to organ- 
ize them. There was response to the ap- 
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Sunday-School Conventions 


a 


American Success Series 





peal, and the District of Columbia work | It was a bright and entertaining wa 


will doubtless be strengthened by sev- 
eral new Home Departments, because 
this meeting made its message definite: 

It should be possible always to give 
each session of a convention a particular 
purpose and a specific aim. f 
practicable to crown the session by a 
decision time for the delegate. When 
this is possible, the effectiveness of the 
convention is made more pronounced 
and far-reaching. 


a: 


How to Make a Convention 
High Grade 


HERE are many kinds of Sunday- 


school conventions, most of them | 
good, but not all are on as high a | 


plane as others. Some men see more 
clearly than their fellow-officers the dig- 
nity and lofty purpose and spiritual 
helpfulness that are proper in a gather- 
ing of Sunday-school workers. They 


make all the exercises of a convention | 


tend to these noble ends. 
And they are right. 


there is no danger of its ever becoming 
too serious, or too spiritual, or too help- 
ful. On the other hand, there is at 
times the possibility of a convention’s 
becoming too trivial, too undignified, 
too informal, too purposeless, and too 
indefinite. A convention is called for a 


While a conven- | 
tion may be too formal and mechanical, | 


of 
shedding light on re PO hendan 
school problems, and of imparting in- 
struction upon various phases of the 
work. The plan is one to be com- 
mended to other conventions. 


<p0 


Often it is | 


Gleaned from Primary 
Conferences 


What the child now knows becomes 
the background of what he is to know. 


, 
« 
7 


The primary teacher must have love 
for her work, light on her work, and 
liberty in her work. 

~ 


Appeal to what the child already 
| knows, because there is nothing else to 
| appeal to. 


% 
Mechanical repetition is .the bane of 
primary work. 
5 4 


| A lesson may be logical at the cost of 
| being psychological. 


% 


If you cannot hold a child through his 


interest, you cannot hold him any other | 


way. 
% 


certain object, or else it should not be | 


called at all. Nothing should be ad- 
mitted to its program which interferes 
with this aim; so also anything which 
contributes to the end in view should be 
diligently sought. 


Speakers should be chosen primarily | 


with a view to their serviceableness to 
the audiences that will gather, and not 
for the sake of representing a certain 
denomination or section, or of honoring 
an individual. The man with a mes- 
sage is the only man really worth having 
on a convention platform. So, too, with 
music and with the announcements,— 
all should minister to the profit of the 
delegates. 

The more refined and spiritual and 
practical, and, in a word, appropriate, 
the exercises at a Sunday-school con- 
vention, the more truly will that conven- 


Anything that is attached may be de- | 
That is why a moral should 


tached. 
never be ‘‘ tacked on”’ to a lesson. 

% 
Unless you love and are lovable, you 
| can do nothing with other people. 
| ~ 
The child is more important than what 
| you teach him. 


| 


There is no virtue in the world which 
| cannot be cultivated. 
“% 


| Nothing is good enough to do at the 
| wrong time. 
~ 


Tact is wisdom in contact. 


tion fulfil its mission of helpfulness to | 


the men and women whom it has called | 


together. 


nal 


Mr. Lawrance’s Platform Class 
A Novel Convention Feature 


APPY is the convention that hits 
upon 
idea. This good fortune was 

Michigan's, at its recent state conven- 
tion, where the 


were up to a high level. But when 


given opportunity to express their opin- | 


ion, the delegates vociferously declared 
that the best feature of the entire gather- 
ing was the ‘‘ Question Class,” conducted 
by Marion Lawrance. 

“The questions were asked, in writing, 
by the delegates, to the number of a 
hundred or more. On the platform, to 
answer them, were Miss Finie Mur- 
free Burton, the primary leader; Mr. 
Charles D. Meigs, of Home Department 
fame; Mr. Hugh Cork, Pennsylvania 
state secretary; Mr. Alfred Day, Michi- 
gan state secretary; Hon. H. R. Pettin- 


a really new and helpful | 


sessions, as a whole, | 


gill, Michigan superintendent of normal | 


work; and General Secretary Lawrance 
himself. The five first named were 
seated in a row, and Mr. Lawrance 
called them his ‘‘class.” To each he in 
turn propounded questions that had 
been sent up from the audience. 

The answers were terse,—the 
‘*teacher" required brevity of his 
‘‘class,""—practical, and often witty. 


Some of them convulsed the audience, | 


and the breeziness of the entire exer- 
cise, coupled with its practical helpful- 
ness, took strong hold of the convention. 


“ 
| ‘Tact is learned by stumping our toes 
| against fact. 
% 


The mind was made for ‘truth. 


Coffee did It 
Put a Man Out of the Race 


Coffee serves some people in a most atro- 


cious manner. 

‘IT was a veritable coffee fiend, until finally 
my stomach rebelled at the treatment, and 
failed to work,'’ writes a gentleman from New 
York. 

‘*T had dyspepsia in its worst form : blind, 
staggering headaches with vertigo about a half- 
hour after each time { ate, and I finally grew 
so weak, and became so thin, that my mother 


advised me to stop coffee and try Postum Food | 


Coffee. 

‘I did not like it at first, but, after experi- 
menting in making it, mother soon got it just 
right, and I then liked it better than coffee. 

‘*[ soon noticed my biliousness stopped, and 
I lost the trembling effect on my nerves ; Pos- 
tum did not stimulate me, but seemed to ex- 
hilarate. I gradually 


regained my wonted 


goad health ; 





Mr. E. D. EASTON 


Reported the trial of Garfield’s assassin, Guiteau, and 
other famous cases, is now the President of 
the Columbia Phonograph Co. 


American Success 


successful 


The Smith Premier Typewriter 





ries in Book Form.—At the end of this year, the Smith Premier Ty 
writer Company will pubRsh a handsome booklet containing pictures 

_Americans who have profited by their use of stenography or typewriting. ‘These books 
will be mailed free only to persons who send us their names and addresses, with request for same, 


“Improvement the order of the age” 


Undoubted Quality, Superior Design, 
Perfect Execution Maintain 
the Great 


Success, 


d brief biographies of twelve 








The Smith Premier Typewriter Co. 





Syracuse, 
N. Y., U.S. A. 























$25 Easily Raised for Your Sunday-School 


Novel Plan by Which Members of Any School or 


Class Can Quickly Secure Funds for Any Purpose 


HUNDREDS OF OTHERS HAVE BEEN SUCCESSFUL. 

e have a new and novel way.of raising money 
quickly and easily which we will furnish to any school 
or class which is desirous of raising a fund quickly and 
easily. ‘he method is entirely new, costs you nothing, 
and yields large returns. One teacher writes: “‘ The 
only entirely satisfactory way to raise money we have 
ever used.’ pastor writes: ‘‘ Our people are all 
pleased. Our organ fund is $25 larger, more quickly 
and easily than we had thought posstbie.”” (Names of 
the writers of these communications sent on request.) 
THE PLAN We reproduce the photographs of your 

church and pastor in carbon photogra- 
phy on 200 satin-finished, embossed aluminum pin-trays 
(4 times the size of cut), and send them to you, express 
prepaid. Your members readily sell these beautiful 
souvenirs of church and pastor for 25 cents each. You 
keep one-half the receipts, sending the other half to us 


in full payment for the souvenirs. You Owe Us Nothing till you have sold the souvenirs and have the money 
u 


in your hands. 


THE NEW METHOD CO. 


Send photographs at once, w write for 


rther information. You'll be delighted with results, 


CHICAGO, ILL. 





1064 E. 60th Street. 








class work. 


—Dr. Schauffler. 
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Powell’s Map of Palestine | 


LIGHT AND SHADE RELIEF MAP with Radial Key Index giving ap- 
proximate distances and directions from Jerusalem. 
On the back of the map are a number of smaller maps, such as a 
Radial Key Map of Paul’s Travels, a map of Jerusalem, map showing tribal divi- 
sion, a map of the Roman Empire, etc. 

Bishop Whitaker of Pennsylvania, says: ‘‘It stands out in so bold relief 
that it gives a vivid impression of the country.’’ 
** By all odds the best.’’—Dr. Blackall. 


Size, 14X22 inches over all; face of main map, 7412 inches. Price, 50 cents. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. J 


Especially valuable in 


Also illustrations of Tarsus, Antioch, etc. 


**No other so near perfection.’’ 
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my old appetite returned, and to- | 


day I am well,—dyspepsia, headache, and ver- | 


tigo all gone,--and Postum did ft. 

** When I began its use I had been troubled 
for two years with all kinds of stomach trouble. 
I became a veritable walking apothecary shop, 


but I have not taken a dose of medicine s mce | 


I commenced using Postum Name given 
by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 
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Shoes 
for Women 


The os | high grade shoes 
or women sold for 


$2.50 


If your dealer 

hasn't them, write 
for atyle book. 

For preserving and 
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Please fill out, and cut out this letter, and 
mail it to The Sunday School Times Co. 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Gentlemen : 
Please send to me 
watindinn JOOS Specimien 
copies of The Sunday School 
Times for distribution among 
the workers in the 2. 
ietieaiahdakciueilainddot . Sunday-school. 
Very truly yours, 


Peeeeerescceseees 


If more convenient, order on a postal card 
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Che Sunday School Times 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.”’ 






VOL. 44, NO. 49 


(Continued from page 671) 
that are, happily, quite contrary to 
popular notions. Mr. Fowler's ques- 
tions are pertinent and searching, and 
they probe many a perplexing problem 
about the boy; the answers are out of 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘hese rates include postage : 


Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 75 | , 


conte cack par pose. 7" A labor saver—quick and easy shiner—polishes brightest, with- 
$1.00 One copy, or any number of copies out odor, dust or muss—up-to-date—it’s a sunshine ! 


eee Some Bees Ges We sent te Gage MADE BY PROPRIETORS OF “RISING SUN STOVE POLISH.” 
rate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. “us 

















































Free Cogito, 7: |; aeareiees as inme citla 
ioe comp ten copies paid for a a lub by on ~ Le ae 5 gr RS SFLECT HOLY LAND TOUR 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the And man interesting subjects. Ov TOUR, on account of its inclusiveness, select 
time paid for, unless by special request. . membership, and reasonable price, will appeal 
ramen Sorsien of any one issue of the paper to STEREOPTICONS and Oil strongly to you, if you are thinking of visiting Egypt 


enable all the teachers of a school to examine it, Lanterns, Catalogues free. and Holy Land. We also have interesting Tours to 
will be sent free, upon application. 








the Mediterranean and Northern Countries of Eu- 
Seren te Bod, one — > i WILLIAM H. RAU rope. Ou valuable illustrated green book free. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES Co., Publishers, | fice: 1324 Chestnut Street % 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. Studio : 238-240 South Camac st.} Philadelphia | Bartlett’s Tours, 532 Walnut, Phila. 




























Prof. Hilprecht 


the central figure to-day in Biblical research, has been for 
many years, and continues to be, an editor of The Sunday 
School Times. He leaves for the East in December to con- 
tinue his great work. Dr. Hilprecht gives to the readers ot 
The Sunday School Times the first news of his own dis- 
coveries, and fresh news of the most important discoveries 
of other scholars in the Orient. 


H. Clay Trumbull 


the senior editor of The Sunday School Times, by special 
request, has arranged to publish in the paper, from time to 
time personal reminiscences of notable persons and scenes 
in the progress of our nation. Hitherto unpublished anec- 
dotes about several presidents of the United States; glimpses 
of great military, political, and religious leaders; and the 
story of pivotal occasions in civil and religious progress, will 
give exceptional interest to this series. 


Dr. Louis Albert Banks 


has rare power in anecdotal illustration of the Bible. His 
sermons and books teem with illustrations. Never before has 

he brought his powers to bear on the Sunday-school les-  - 
sons; now he does so every week exclusively in The Sunday 
School Times. 


ILL YOU see to it that af the teachers and officers and 
adult Bible students in your school have a specimen copy ? 
As many as you need of any one issue, for the asking. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 





HOLMAN 2D .as “See 
BIBLES. Just ready. "A. J. HOLMAN & CO., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Two Days at Niagara Falls pina.’ e's) Nee von Genveal, New York 


the personal experiences of men in pro- 
fessional and business life, and their 
resultant force moves strongly in the 


| direction of high ideals of boyhood and 
| manhood, 


% 


Home Thoughts. Second Series. By C. 
New York: A. S. Barnes & Co. $1.20. 

This book of well-written essays, which 

| appeared originally in The New York 

Evening Post, is well named, for the 

| essays treat of ‘‘ Parents and Children,” 

‘‘Husbands and Wives,” ‘‘ Women,” 


| etc.,—all matters aoey related to the 


|}home. Mrs. James Farley Cox, the 
author, writes from the point of sight of 
one who has reached middle life, and 
can view the past in connection with a 
much changed present. Her style is 
easy and dignified, and, as a rule, her 
thinking is sound and her seeing is 
straight. She has something to say 
worth saying, and says it worthily. The 
book can be read to advantage by the 
home folk of at least two generations. 


% 

Character Building. By Booker T. Wash- 
ington. New York: Doubleday, Page, & 
Co. $1.50, net. 

Every new thing that Booker T. 
Washington does attests his right to be 
called a genius of the time. His Sun- 
day evening talks to the Tuskegee stu- 
dents are as fine as his orations—in 
their own way. A volume has been 
made up of a selection from these talks, 
and is issued under the title, Character 
Building. As might be expected, it is 
characterized by penetration and prac- 
ticality, as is shown by such chapter 
heads as ‘‘ What Will Pay?” ‘‘ The Im- 
portance of Being Reliable,” ‘‘ The Vir- 
tue of Simplicity,” ‘‘ The Gospel of Ser- 
vice,” ‘‘Some Great Little Things,” 
**Sing the Old Songs,” etc. Great 
principles always underlie Mr. Wash- 
ington's discussions, and short, familiar 
essays like these are of larger applica- 
tion than to the classes before whom they 
were spoken. 

‘<e 


What Organization Did for Us 


(Continued from page 668) 


would not speak in public, offered to go 
with the county secretary to visit some 
schools,-and finally agreed to answer a 
question upon which he was well in- 
formed. He has since been one of the 
state officers, is a very successful preacher 
and teacher, and says, ‘‘All I am I owe 
to being pushed into the Sunday-school 
work by the county secretary."" A 
young lady, after much urging, prepared 
a paper for a little township convention. 
She has since graced the platforms of 
state conventions, and has shown marked 
ability in Sunday-school work. 

5. It has helped raise the standard of 
Bible knowledge. A statement of an 
Ingersoll would a few years ago have 
been accepted as at least a half-truth, 
because the hearer was not able to deny 
the claim made. Now many would be 
able to so turn on the Word as to suc- 
cessfully refute the argument. It has 
alsc brought before us such specialists 
as Moody, Jacobs, Reynolds, and others, 
who have helped in this. 

6. It has been the means of bringing 
peace to quarrelsome neighborhoods 
In several instances where contentions— 
sometimes denominational—have caused 
much strife, closed the school and all re- 
ligious services, the visit and wise coun- 
sel of Association officers have again 
brought harmony and the opening of the 
school. 

7. It has brought comfort to many a 
sorrowing home. Especially is this true 
| of the frontier field, where sometimes the 
nearest resident pastor is many miles 
|away. The president of one county as- 
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For Pastors, Teachers, Everybody 
Perfect in fit, never ragged or uncomfortable. Very 
convenient, stylish, economical. Made of fine 
cloth, and exactly resemble linen gcods. Turn- 
down collars are reversible, and give double ser- 


vice. 
NO LAUNDRY WORK 
When — Vpn Ten collars or five pairs 
of cuffs, : mail, 30c. Send 6c. in U.S. 
stamps Sy ae e collar or pair of cuffs. Name 
sizeands'vle. Catalogue pw 


Reversible Collar Co., Dept. 4, Boston 














B. & B. 


So much of what you want 


for Christmas giving 


is here, and for sale on so much lower basis, 
that we expect your order for most of your 
requirements. 
Have made arrangements to give all Mail 
Orders prompt, careful, intelligent attention. 
If you haven’t our catalogue, write for it. 


Send for samples : 


75c. Black and Solid Color Corded Waist | 


Silks, 50c. 
56 inch Skirt and Suit Woolens, 75c.° 
46 inch Flecked Woolens, 75¢c. 
All-Wool Crepes for Dressy 
Street and Evening shades, 60c. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. Ss. T. Allegheny, Pa. 


Gowns— 


Our Xmas | Present to You 


A dainty Doily and Handkerchief, nice 
enough for anvbody, price is actual cost, 48 
cents, postpaid Only one of each sold at 


this price to same person. 
Holiday prices. 


MEXICAN DRAWN WORK EXCHANGE, 
Box 862, El Paso, Texas 


Other goods at 











Not a foul-smelling, nasty-tasting 
dose, but a palatable, appetizing 
corrector of acidity, heartburn and 
waterbrash; it washes away fermenting 
‘matters’? and the tough mucus 
that coats the dyspeptic stomach, 
leaving it clean, refreshed and ready 
to digest proper fuod. 

50c. and $1; Trial, 25c. 
At druggists, or by mail from 
THE TARRANT CO., Chemists, New York 
Bus. Est. 1834. 











1 Print My 0 Own Cards 


aE Circulars, yg Press, $5. 
KZ Larger size, $18. Money saver. Hig 

profits printing for others. Type-set- 
ting easy, rules sent. he oe for cata- 
log, presses, type , to fac- 


tory. THE PRESS $cb. wi WERIDER CONR. 


When answering advertisements, please | 


mention The Sunday School Times. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


sociation, a young teacher, reports that 
during his two years as president he was 
| called upon to officiate at nine funerals, 
there being no minister within twenty- 
five miles. 

8. It has helped largely in the organi- 
zation of churches. In one of the older 
counties the records show that in a 
period of about ten years nine churches 





were born of union schools, which had | 


tion. The plan of sending to these} 
union schools some one to preach or hold | 
special services, as set on foot by this | 
Association, 
churches being started. 

g. It has strengthened churches. 
pastor said, at the close of the county 
convention, ‘‘ That convention is good 
for two hundred conversions in this 
county this year.’’ Another 
«« Twenty-five united with my church last 
Sunday, and I want to give the credit, 
as far as man is concerned, to the con- 
vention, which closed with such a spirit | 


as you advised.’’ In another convention 
twelve young men were converted at the 
last evening session. In another, eigh- 
teen made a start. Many such instances 
might be give .. 





writes : | 


been organized by the county associa- | 


has resulted in numerous | 


& 


One | 


| 
| 


of revival that meetings were continued | 


10. The average per cent-of population | 


/enrolled in the schools of the state has | 


| been increased from twelve in 1874 to 


twenty-five in 1899, and in the best or- | 


ganized counties has reached over forty 
| per cent. 

The question, ‘‘ Has the state Sunday- 
school Association, with its auxiliaries, 
the county and township associations, 
been of any help for the betterment of 


Sunday-school work in your county?” | 


was asked of several of our oldest and 
best workers. 
as follows : 


Cc ‘«The State Association can 





From the replies I quote | 


‘hardly realize the help it has been to | 


| this frontier county in sending, through 
its state workers, fresh energy, new ideas, 
and more of God.”’ 

| -x ‘« This was the first county 
organized in the state. I have served 





it as an officer in county and township | 


work for over thirty years. 
have one-third more schools because of 
this organized work."’ 
P. ‘«I believe that nearly all the 
new work has been the outcome of the 
| $pirit and enthusiasm handed down from 
the State Association. 





I believe we | 


Undoubtedly | } 


our convention and institute work have | 


do better teaching and acquire better 
methods.”’ 

Ss ‘*The State Association has 
kept up the life and spirit of our Sunday- 
schools, given us better instruction, and 
a half more schools.’ 








iy ‘*The convention and insti- 
tute work has been a great help to 
teachers and officers. I believe that 


organized work has given this county 
ten per cent more schools and _ twenty- 
five per cent greater enrolment.’ 

Le ‘«After sixteen years’ experi- 
ence in the state work, my judgment is 
that forty per cent of the schools in the 
State are the result of state, county, and 
township organization. It has given to 
this county twenty-five per cent more 
schools and scholars.'’ 

| H ‘« My observation covers more 
than twenty-five years of work in state, 
county, township, and school. Denomi- 
nations have been forced to up-to-date 
methods. Interdenominational co-opera- 








and places where denominations have 
not dared to go, or been 


tion has led out, and pushed into ways | 


able to. It} 


helped our Sunday-school workers, to | 








has leveled the hills and valleys between | 


denominations, and made for unity and 
peace. 
that could show us how near alike we are, 
how small our differences, and how nearly 
we can agree if we try."’ 

Topeka, Kan. 


It has been the one only thing | 
















Awards made by judges in the 


Lion Brand Yarn 
Prize Contest—$1,000 


Prize Artiele 





Name and Address of Contestant 
Mrs, A. Clinton Knight, New York City. 
wening Coat, Mrs. William Tindall, Washington, D. 
| $100 Kn& Afghan, Miss Mattie Hall, Lexington, Ky. 


Prize Article 


$10 Afghan, 
85 Infant's Socks, 


Name and Address of Contestant 
Mra. H. A. Smith, Newark, N. J. 
Mra. Elizabeth C. White, Baltimore, Md, 
$5 White knit Shawl, Mra, George W. Polk, San Antonio, Texas, 


S75 Rug, Mrs. F. A. Burlock, New York City, Ohild's Cape 

$50 Opera Cape, Mrs. Henry Fleming, Morristown, Tenn. eof Hood, Mics B L. Baker, Baltimore, Mi. 

8. Opera Cape, Mrs. H, B, Woolston, Camden, N. J. ow 4 * Opera P - ’ 
$25 Umbrella Shawt, Mrs. Jennie Hummel, Bteelton, Pa, $5)" Shawl Mre.Dase Boden, Washington Court House,O, 

Wool -_— $5 Shoulder Cape, Mrs. Clara W, Houchin, Geneva, Nebraska, 

e235 {"5 furs L. C. Goodwin, Onset, Mase, $5 Infant's Hose, Mrs, Samuel Hammond, Boonton, N. J, 

e25 i me Mra, Josephine Ewers, Brooklyn, N. ¥. $6 Shawl, Mrs. E. 8. Whittlesey, Chicago, Il, 

$25 Afghan, Miss Dr, Brownell, Brooklyn, N. Y. 85 Child's Hood, Mies C. Halleck, Blenheim, Ont, 

$15 Golf Sweater, A. M. Fitch, New Haven, Conn, $5 Lady's Underskirt, Mra. H. E. Newell, West Derry, N. H. 

$15 Crocheted Skirt, Mra, O. B. Lewis, Brooklyn, N.Y. #5 White Gloves, Mise J. E. Martin, Rome, N. Y. 


$15 Corset Cover, Miss BE. T. Davis, New Bedford, Mase. 85 Winter Shawl, 
615 Carriage Rug, Miss Sinclair, Toronto Canada. «§ Hooper Toy Loom 
$13 Afghan, | Mira M.S, Brown, Woburn, Mass, es{ Work, Mra. M. A. Hooper, New York City. 
S10 American Flag, Mrs. A. H, Christ, Cooperstown, N. ¥. $4 Shawl, Miss Gertrude Wilson, Petaluma, Cal. 
$10 Crocheted Skirt, Lizzie E. ee ea N.Y, 3. 85 Afshan, Mrs. Annibaldi, Asbury Park, N. J. 
$10 Knitted Sacque, Mre. W. N. Gray, Hackettstown, N. 4 « Nightin- 

10 Homan Searf,' Mrs. K. M. Van Kieeck Seneca Falls, N.¥.| ® gale Miss Alice Ackley, Columbus, O, 

10 Lady's Bacque, Miss C. L. McCullough, Norfolk, ie 3 $5 Buglish Spencer, Mre, BE. RB. Berry, Walbrook, Md. 
$10 House Jacket, Mra, ©, KE. Coykendall, , Newark, N. J 85 Child's Cape, Bella Connell, Ephrata, Pa. 


Mrs. F. W. Graves, Wellsboro, Pa. 





610 Cape, Mrs, W. ©, Rogers, Brooklyn, @5 Lady's Slippers, Mrs. Sarah F. French, Auburn, N. 
$10 ‘hawt, Mrs, Charlies J. Meroth, Albany, me ¥. $5 Slippers, M. E. Hawkins, Boonton, N. J. 
$10 Shawl, Miss Kate V. Denkam, Washington, D.©.| $5 Slippers, Mra, 8. H. Pendleton, Elizabeth, N, J. 


CALHOUN, 


408 and 410 BROADWAY 


ROBBINS & COMPANY 
NEW YORK CITY 











AND 06 CENTS bays this 
High Grade, High Arm, 
| av ew ied det 
ntique 
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Oak, Drop Head Cabinet ce @10.4 MACHINE, we ch rr. —~w. ma- 









chines that ped i ang 


for our Ne ate Drop Head Cabinet 
the mo: 
Sil (98 for ‘the beautiful 





$12.8 5 for ithe pttendard 


me uetry ae BU 4 
RE ‘Bewing [Ok SEWING MACHIN 
$15.20 Y vary Bigbest ~ i mech uo eee OUR MINNESOTA, the 
of lar 650.00 and 660.00 agen ines, These and paaag © 

machines, beantifully iterated an Lag e falty described ; t 

+ - Tf ona special features, in our ad, U- machine y-# 
You must write forit. If yon mention this eaner “4 ‘vill e you the names of 8 
number of your own meighbers te whom we have sold machines, so you ¢:.n see and ex- 
a acess, Rare bee Oe) ne oon hem and how mach 
ou 610.00 to $20.00 om any kind of a machine. 


Mi FE TRI Al: on any sewing machine ordered. For free 

cents THREE E WONTHS” ‘FREE RIAL jnoy Weshine Catalogue, the most 
omen, ana ea tapes aes qT. - oe my — — 

free trial plan, cut this ad. out and mail to SEARS, RS, ROEBUCK & "9 CHICAGO. 
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Ror everybody il Special pencils | A SPLENDID CIFT 
trom beg: | poses Good | CHRISTMAS 
to eating, “ic. “”” | For Your Sunday-School Class 


My Parchment Roll, with little red rollers 
at either end, and the Ten Commandments 
in Hebrew and English, one-fifth the regu- 

lar size. Will give a good idea of the Scrip- 
| ture Roll Jesus used in the Jewish Synagogue. 
Send now for enough of the rolls, at ten 
cents each, to supply your Class, 


R. chi Bellefonte, Pa. 











Wonders 
With a 
Meaning 


fill the very air about us. The man with his eyes 
open sees some of them, and back of them God's 


power. 
Bishop H. W. Warren 


is a keen observer of scientific facts as showing the 
power of God in nature. He will write about some 
of these marvels of the universe in special articles for 
The Sunday School Times during 1903, and his read- 
ers will find themselves uplifted to a new conception 
of what God’s power and plan mean in material and 
spiritual things. Teachers will be glad to have scien- 
tific facts in popular form, applied to show the Divine 
hand in the world and universe. 

















The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 














THE ‘Tue YOUTH'S | 
OMPANION 


The Best 
Christmas Present 
for so Little 
Money—$1.75. 























Among the Contents 
of The Youth’s Com- 
panion during 1903 


will be > see 


SERIAL STORIES, each a Book 
6 in itself, reflecting American Life 
in Home, Camp and Field. 


SPECIAL ARTICLES by Famous 
50 Men and Women — Statesmen, 


Travellers, Scientists, Essayists. 
EDITORIALS, Thoughtful and 
200 Timely Articles on Important Pub- 
lic and Domestic Questions. 
SHORT STORIES by the Best of 
2 50 Living Story-Writers — Stories of 
Character, Adventure, Humor. 


SHORT NOTESonCurrentEvents, 
,000 and Discoveries in the Field of 


Science and Natural History. 
ANECDOTES, Bright and Amus- 
2 ,000 ing, Items of Strange and Curious 
Knowledge, Poems and Sketches. 
HEALTH ARTICLES, RELIGIOUS ARTICLES, CHILDREN’S PAGE, ETC, 


Prospectus for 1903 and Sample Copies 
of the Paper Free. 





To Make a Christmas Present of 
THE YOUTH’S COMPANION 
Send us the name and address of the person 


to whom you wish to give The Companion, 
with $1.75 and the following coupon: 





Christmas Present Coupon. 


On receipt of $1.75, with this slip or the name of this publication, the publishers will send 


| GIFT ; All the issues of The Com mpenion from the time subscription is received to 
the end of 1902, Free, including the Beautiful Holiday Numbers. 


GIFT 2. The Companion Calendar for 19038, lithographed in twelve colors and gold 
from original designs. CHS 135 


Then The Youth’s Companion for the 52 weeks of 1903— until January, 1904—all for $1.75. 








THE YOUTH’S COMPANION, BOSTON, MASS. 
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